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A Narative of New-Frblinde:. 


PERSECUTION, 


¥ | WHERIN Is DEELARED 


b That while old England is becoming n new, 
ae - New-England i is become Old. 


— Alfo four Propofals to the Honoured Parliament Tce a of Site ; i 
" touching the wayto Propagate the Goshel of Chrift ( with{mall 
charge and great fafety ) bothin Old England andNew. — — 


t Alt O four Coaslatines touching 2& faith and order of the Gofpel of - | 
o Byte out rot his lat Will ane Teftament, confirmed and juftified 


YC IL ee baa of Rode Ifland is in Snes ; 


R et os — MMA fa rik T come. 
3. 11. Behodl come quickly. . Sere 
22, 20. Amen, even Ja come gore Thy. ae 


‘ 


We 


ry 


7 ivy. as oxy) tat me Us wate rarer ay —— . ‘ SS a a7 oy Spe rats a a3 d 

ehs ehs 4 eke 4 ohe Fe}. eV AOF @ } o, C&P A. ar Ops a _— 7 rt) oe f’ 

MS DP Nena Ch iw e/) ehe ehe whe, CEP ah aE Cary iy a wae Vat tan = £ 

BOT SSeS sere me $9 FAD SANT ho GF ho eho eho DF eho fo cho PF Hos 
ee ee MF Lo ENR Pn TT raat eens Sa Fa 


Ss 
va 1% ar 


SAAS 


JOHN CARTER BROWN 


eed OFS Sabres = f : Ney Ay (Stes, 
es 


‘§ On 2G 
UNGBWeANng ae 
re | NOSE) 


QW 
N= 


To the Right Honorable the Houle of 
PARLIAMENT ,andCouNcCEL of State forthe Com- 
monwealth of EN GL AN pv, Theauthor humbly craves of that 
mighty Counfeller, that Prince of peace, a large donation of the 
-fpiric of Counfell, and of the fpirit of courage, witha {uitable and 
happy fuccels for the Peace, Liberty, and enlargement of thefe three 
Nations. ‘ . 


» 


Ay it pleafe you right Honorable, in fome of thole few 

yacant hours which it pleafeth themoft high ( whole 
mM yod and {taff you uF to afford unto you, from thofe ma- 
@ ny, weighty, difficult, and ditracifull incombrances, and 
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*» Which is the word of God, to defend themlelves, and to maintain their 


_., dutyto do, and chat hereby they did God belt {ervice with that fword 
with which they were becrufted , whereas indeed they did but make 
their {word guilty of the blood of the innocent,and thus were they taken 
off from attending upon the very thing for which this 1word was put 
into their hands, to attend uponthelr ptivate , and carnall inte. efts , 

-and fo were brought into a double tranfereflion. By whofe etrataes, 7 
Right Honourable, I hopethe Lord will teach youto beware, and b 7 
giving you a clear difcerning of his mind, and. will in thefe mote- i 
bright {unne-fhining daies ( wherein the Earth begins to-be filled with 
the knowledge of the Lord asthe waters cover the Sea) will give you 
to underftand that as all power in earth is. giventohim,. fo he to the 
glory of God his Father, whofe power, and wifdome he is, doth. 
wilely manage the fame bya twu fold adminiftration of power firica-. 
ble tothe two fold ftate or being of man, whom in the earch and in 
the things thereof he hath appointed Lord; that one may be called an. 

earthly , and’outward adminiftration ,. which fuits the outward man, 
and all thefe outward 3 and viftble things ¢ in reference unto man ) | 
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eet do belong thereto, ashe is Lord thereof > and is managed. by-ani 
outward vifible {word of fteel, and by acarnall or audible yoyce 
~ or word of him 5,,orthem that holds it ia theirhand, and to an out~ 
* ward andcarnalend, ( yet righteous, jult, and good , which being 
diligenly attended co tends to the peace, liberty, and profperity of a 
civul State, Nation and Kincdom fo far as it concerns the outward man 
and vifible flate thereof; ) which endis the prefervation of it feif, 
the whole, and every particular part , and perfon, belonging thereun- 
to , fafe in their perfon , name, and eftate from him, or them that 
would rife up vilibly to oppreis, or wrong theminthe fame; Thus in 
the general; and to inftance mote particularly , in cafe by the cauti= 


The Epic Dedicatory. 


ena Cae PN A ay RN aE N Va) 


‘oa of a wholefome Law, and jutt penalty annexed thereunto, which. 


by a carnall hand or way, is prefented to a carnall and vifible eyes 
orear, the Oppreffour takes not warning, and will not be deterred 
from offering violence tothe perfon, name, or eftate of his neighbour, 
then by this power fh‘llhe be made refponfible, and be forced xo- 
lens volens , 1o far as he is able to makeit good, and to reftore; in 


cafe any be impoverifhed , or faln to decay in their outward man» 
, : Eoey: nan » 


and eftates by age, ficknels, fire, or by fome other way , ot, hand 


of G O D ; {fo faras their prefent ftiength extends, by this power 
they areto be employed, and where it fails,to be relieved, and that 
by anequall, and juft levy of their ncigbours eftates to be taken alfo 
by force in cafe there be not {0 muchlove, and charity in them to- 
wards their poor diftreffed neighbours to conftrain them thereunto, and 
by the fame way alfoto maintain it felf, and all other jut uadertakings 
_ that may be prefented for the prefervation of the whole. And this in 


brief is the fum of that adminiftration of Chrifts power in earth fo far as 


it meerly concerns the outward man with refpeét to others that may up- _ 


-holdit, or moleft icy and is managed by that {word of fteel which 
in reference unto him is called in fcripture therod of iron by which he 
rules the nations , and breaks them to peeces like a Potters veflel; and 
with this adminiltration of his power oa: Earth (Right Honourable ) 
hath he ( who is the Lord of Lords and fhall ere long appear as King 
and Judge ofall ) betrufted you in thefe three Nations, having as a 
manife(t token thereof put into your hand that iron rod, and to admira- 


tion hath ftrengthened and upheld your arm for the fubduing , and ots 


deting of the fame. 
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tends to all che inward and hidden motions and: actines of the mind, fo 
to all the outward manifeltations of its powerfull commands in the out- 
ward man, in reference unto God, and efpectally unto fuch as appertain 
tothe vifible worfhip and fervice of God , who hath declared himelf to 


bea Spirit, and will be worfhipped in fpirit and intruth, and feeks 


fuch,-and onely fuch to worfhip him: This {pirituall adminiftration fo 
far as it concems the outward man, is managed not bya {word of Steel 
( which cannot come neer or touch the fpirit or mind of man ) but by the _ 
{word that procceds out of the mouch of his fervants, the word of truth, 


_ and efpecially as to the efficacy, and to the inward man, bythe two- 


‘edged tword of the Spirit, that fpiricuall law and light with which thefe’ 
candles of the Lord are enlightned, and that by himtelf, who is that light 
that enlight neth every man that comes into the world, and this {piritu- 
all admini(tration of Chrifts power on earth in and over the {pirits, minds, 
and confciences of the fons of men, and aifo over the outward man as 
to worfhip meerly , is committed into the hand; of the Spirit of Chrift, 
who is his vice-roy here on earth, and is only able to deal with fpirits by 
way of conyin¢ing, converting , transforming 4 andas it were a-new 


creating of them, and fo to tranflate them out of the Kingdome of dark- 


nefs, in which they are by nature, into the glorious -iberty of the Saints 
4a light, | ‘Who is pleafed alfo to make ule of the mouths of his fervants, 
rough them, as empty reeds,,and crooked rams-hoynes, to o 
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| pleafe the Father of lights to give you ( Right Honorable ). to diftinguifh 2 
between thefe two adminiftrations of Chrift’s power hereon earth, and Ds 

| to leawe that part tohimfelf in the hand of his Spirit, which cannot be x 
| conferred on others, nor yet rightly managed but by the rwo-edged [word Os 
: of that S pirtts and wholly give up your felves to tmprove that part which & 
belongs unto, and well {uits with that {word which you are now be De 
trufied with, it will much conduce to his clory, your own praife, and % 

the peace and fettlement of thefe three Nations, over which the Lord Dc 

| hath fet you. | Se i 
And whereas Right Honorable, itis in your hearts, to propagate the De 


| Golpell of Jefus Carilt ; the thing 1s excellent that is in your hearts, and [I 

| hope the way.to effet it is before you , Which is, fith the Lord of hoafts.: 

| hath jaid, that works of this nature are carried on, wor by might, nor by 
power , but by his Spirit, therefore to give way to his Spirit forthe ef- 
fetting thereof: and to this end I humbly propote, that your wayto fur-, 

ther this glorious detiga , as to the might and power this Lord of Hoatts 

hath betrufted you with, is 3 2 
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| —1., Not fo muchasto touch his Anointed, andta do his Prophets. ps 
| no hatm, their ointment being the Spirit of prophecy, and this Spirit of f N 
prophecy the teftimony and witnefs of the Gofpel of Jefus. And de 


2. As obedient and dutifull fervants to that Lord of Lords, to fuf- 


of 
ce) 


fer the T ares (which being by the adverfary fown after the Wheat , mult a 
-needs-be ment, erronious, heretical, and antichriftian. perfons profeffing | Sy 
the Golpel, Tfay to let thefe tares ) alone in that part of the field, or ‘A j 
| world, over which the oreat Lord of the hatveft hath placed your Ho- a 
| nors; fith it is his pleafure they fhall there remain to the time of the har- wo 
__-yelt, being theend of the world , and that out of his tender refpeét to the | D: 
‘Wheat , lelt in plucking up the rares (though evidently difcerned by — 
his fervants ) the/Vheat fhould be rooted upalfo, And. » 
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forth, run, and be olorifyed through all thofe parts of the world that ac- 

_ knowledge your power, and that which is of God. fhall ftand, encreate- 
and ke propagated , and that which is not of God fhall fall, decay, and — 
come to nothing, Thus fhall you alfo accomplifh the words of the Pro- 
phets of old,in becoming wur ing fathers unto the fervantsy and children 
of God who under you fhall lead a peaceable, and quiet life in all god- 
Jinefs, and honefty, and fhall be greatly obliged to improve their inter- 
eftin the father of mercies by their prefenting to him conftant and earneft © 
petitions, fupplications , interceflions , and giving of thanks on your be- 
half, And for the furtherance of thofe worthy thoughts of your hearts, 
they fhall not ceafe to preachy and declare to great, and {mall what they 
haye feen, and felt, and heard touching the Gofpel of Chrift, and to pray 
the lord of the haryeft to fend forth faithful and painful labourers into his 
haryeft; which is alfo the conftant, hearty, and carneft requeft of 


Your humble and faithful 
" Subject, 
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and their dependency in the Mathatulets Colony in New-Enel 


Se uthor wifbeth repentaisce tothe acknowledgement of the truth as 


it is tin Jefus Chrifte ‘ 


mG7ppOnored Friends, for-fo without feruple or diffimulation can I 
¥% caliyou 4 fore of you | honor for your parts 5 others for your 

) places fake, and both for many good things I fee in you, and 
@ for evils reformed by ycu ; I calf you friends, for my love to you~ 
(in: truth) is unfained, neither are there (1 blefs the Lord nor- 
withfianding the difcurteous ufage which I and my friends re- 
Bae oe ™ ¢éived frem you ) any evill thoughts in my heart towards you, — 
becaufe I judge you were put apon what you did by a Zeal( I would not think, 
WACO private or caanall interetts bot ) towards God , thinking thereby ta do him 
fervice3 although I confidently believe, and therefore boldly do affirm that his 
foul abhors it; And that ! may deal plainly with you as a friend, I will tell you 
what ia my heart I think and judge, that fuch a zeal of God is not according to 


a 


. frue knowledge, or knowJedge of the truck as ic is in Jefus Chrift, which would: 


foon take you off, and free you from that fou! murdering 5 and blood thirfty 
lie. hope you will nor be offended to fee this Narrative brought forth into the 
publick view,it being upon the point forft from me by your friends & agent here, 
fecing alfo the matter , which is contained therein is of no lefs than of pub- 
lick concernment , was not done in a corner 5-is the fruit of your zeal, and that 
wherin I fuppofe you glory and count your felves herein a worthy pattern for all 


that fear the Lord, to follow you, and withall their might tobe conformed to3 


which if a tenth, I then fave you a labour, and further your defign, yea I publith 


- your praife, and glory , but my own difgrace and fhame 5 but ifa miftake, and . 
falfehood, I fhall then hereby give occafion unto your faithful friends (whofe 


words may be of more prevailing power, and force than mine, through prejudice — 
for prefenty are like to bé) to tell you friendly, acd yet plainly , that you do but - 
gloryin-your fhame, fo that the time may come, if fo be the will of God 5 that 
you.may {mite upon your thigh, and fay within your felves, what fruit had we 
then of thofe things whereof we ace now afhameds neither let ic be offenfive to 
your fpirits to fee my teftimony for which thing fake among you we were fhame- 


fuliy entreated , being alfo ftrangers to youand belonging to another jarifdicti- 


on where and by whofe means divers of you, aad yours, and fach as have been of 


_chiefeftnore , and moft highly efteemed by you, have enjoyed eurtefies with far 


greater libérties in point of confcience no man gainfaying? let ic not offend I fay 
to fee sbis teftimoay when none of you (upon tke eft repeated motion ) would. 
come forth ro oppofe it,then to be made yet more publick,8 by the word ofGod, 
and te(timony of Ghrift Jefus the Lord to be brought forth into the open view of 
all, confirmed and juftifyed ; neither take it ill that firth I could not with freedom, 


> and upon equal terms fpeak with you, and difcufs thefe points for which we have 


_. been fentenced, that then I have made bold ro. write unto you fome few lines , 


that rhereby T might remind you (leaft you let it flip ) that we were brought be* 
fore you as by a hand from beneath, fo not without a fpeciall , and good hand 
from above ; and that to be ateftimony againft you in thefe two weighty parti- 


_ calars 3 firft to bear teftimony againtt your ftanding with refpe& to the worthip s 
of God4appointed by Chrift , which in plain terms (for itis not now’ a time to 3 g 
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- -  Gofpel.of Chrift as you 


Ont 


We dis d )istalle, and evil, not he orde of the : 
| pretend, and.therefore diforder, confufion , and that, 
which ‘in Scripture language is called Babel; And fecondly to bear tefiimony » 


OF witnefs againft that way by which you maintain ic, which betng chiefly a3 it 


, i 


-_ C£ Randeth thus 


appears by carnal weapons, which cannot reach to the heart or {pirit of a man, 
which is the principal part, and upon the point the whole in the worfhip of God, 
without which there. isno acceptance with him y this [fay muftneedsalfobefal, - 
but yet far worle , it being no way appointed , or approved of Chrift, wer yer 
groundedly expected orpractifed by Chriftians who tifttrufted im Chrift, and 
therefore upon due examination will prove moft unchriftian, yea Antichriftisn 5. 
Ithall ofe but thefe two arguinens in this place to convince you, The fir wher- 
That order , and way to maintain it which neither hath.precept from Chrift, 
and ‘his Apoftles in his laft withand teftament, nor yet prefident, or example a- 
mong thofe that fir(t trafted in Chrift5 that order cannot be the order of the 
Golpel of Chrift, nor that way his way toumaintain ic “ 
But the order which you call the order of che Gofpel of Chrift, and the way 
which you fay is his way to maintain it, hath neither precept, nor prefident in his 


Taft will and teftament. 


The firft propofition I {uppofe none of you can deny,nnlefs you can find a ater 
than thar which is called his laft will and teftament,and as for the fecond the truth 
the reof,will-as eafilyappear if you bring your order,and way to maintain itto the — 
precept of Chrift , and practife ef thofe that firft ruffed in him; andfirafor °> 
your order, what precepe from Chrift, or pradtife among thofe that firft trofted 
in him have you for baptizing of infants (who are declared to be but fleth and by 
nature the Children of wrath one as well as another 3.) forrantifing and fiprink- 
ling “them , and not baptizing or dipping them for accepting fuchias were 
{prinkled with fuperftirious hallowed water, and by the hand ofas foperttitions 
confecrated a miniftery of Antichrift,and for receiving of {uch as are fprinkled by 
your felves tothe ordinance of baptifm as you call it, bur yet to ‘deny them 


, communion in the Apoftiesdo@rines andin breaking of bread: And if you 


cannotfind either precept from Chrift or his Apoftles , orexample among thofe ; 
that firft trafted m Chrifi for none of thefe , then will you be a; lofs for the reff, 


. and neither , fied precept or prefideut for your joining together , or for your 


imitation of thofe’ that fiift crofted in him in their miniftery ef continuance toge.. 


_ gether inthe Apofiles doctrine and feilow.thip and breaking of bread ,and oray- 


er. And.touching your way to maintain tt, where have youaprecept and prefi- 7 
dent in the fatt willand.teftiment of Chrift for fuch a gathering togerher with 
re(pedt ra the order of the Gofpell of Chrift ia che name , and by the leave of the 
Bagiftrate,, fo.as.co.make tc a thing unlawfolfor the fervants of Chriftto do it; 
without him, by the.civil fword.to corre errour, herefies, and_all falfe worfhips, 

to confirain.ail.Charch:members., and fuch alfo asare without Cand fo cannot but 

by you betocked upon. to.be withent-faich , without which ‘it is impoffible co | 
pieafe Gad ). outwardly and kypocritically to.conform to your worfhip , of to-re- 
Hirain-them in like manner outwardlyand hypoeritically from enjoying their own, 

when according to that sule (to which is annexed the promite of peace to {ach 

as walk thereby ) che.greareft Apoftaciesand Blafphemies (vhat unpardonable fin 

is {elf notexcepted) were but punifhed with a delivery of the perfon that 

was puilty thereaf unto Satan the God of this world, that-he mighe learn nor to: 
blafpheme the Gad-of heaven , ,and fo to leave him tothe coming of the Lord: 4 
who.fhall come in flaming firete render vengeance upon fuch;. and. fo much is 
3 foe fignts 
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| _ taplace she Magiftrace toahigh, ontoolow 5 too high in cafe you make him the 
chief 5 and, ppon the point the only. Judge in fpiricual things (iach as appertain to 
. the myftery of gadlingfs that is fo great, and {uch as belong ta the myfiery of the. 
|. Kingdome of Chrift, that is fo wonderful) fo as to judge y and determine what is. 
_ trath., and. what is error and herefie , whac is the right way of the warfhip. of God 
who being afpirit hath declared that he will be worfhipped in fpirit, and in croth, 
and what isnot who are the wofthippers he feeks for , and who ate fuch as his 
* foul abhors.? and again too low in cafe you make him bur zhe executioner only of 
| Other mens judgements; which indeed isthe ordinary. practifee And.fol have done 
with che firft argument; the fecond ftands thas... : ; 4 
2. Arg. That ordzrs and way to maintain it which is not only, different from 5 
but contrary unto the precept of Chrift in his la will and teftament ,. and the prac. 
| tile of Chriftians thar firft trofted in-him,that order cannot be the order of the Gofpel 
| ef Chrift , nor that way bis way to maintaig,ic- Bucthe order which you call the 
_ - order of the Gofpel of Chrift , aad. the way which you fay is his way to maintain it, -is 
| noc only different from but contrary unto the precept of Chrift , and the pradtife of 
| Chriftaaas char arf trofted im him. . ‘ : 
| ‘The firit, propofition is undeniable, and the fecond will eafily appear to be true 
if your order, and that way. by which you feek to maintain it be brought to and com: 
pared with the precept of Chrift,and his Apoftles,;and the example of thofe chirches 
thac.firft tufted in him 5 aad firlt. compare but yous order with either Secteniaiag 
« Prefidents and ic will evidently appear not only ro be differing ‘from, baer contrary 
| unto the order of the Gofpel of Chrift : fos.according tothe precept of Chrift every 
. €feature ro whom the Gofpel, was to he preached was by the preaching thereof to be 
made a difciple before he was to-be baptifed , and- chen being fo made, and’ bape 
tized he was to be taught to obferve all things which Chrift_ had cummanded, which 
was in reference to afober. ‘righteous, and godly converfaticn intke order of his 
honfe, according co which precept was the practife of thofe that firft trufted in him, 
for they, and they only that gladly received. the word of falvation by jefus Chrift 
were baptized, A¢fs 2 and they, and.all they that were baptized were joined with= 
_~. Out the leave of the Magifirate » and. continued together fleadfaftly in the Apoftles 
dodrine; and in fello#thip,and breaking of bread and prayers but your joinin 3 topes 
ther not at the command of the Lord » but by, thé leave of the Magiftrate, and your 
Continuing, together in imicacion of the firft Churches , and appointing a miniftery 
_ before yout felves be baptized,and fe-vifibly planted into the death of Chrift as they 
4 Were 3 and your adminiliring baptifim (a5 you calbit ) to fuchas are not the true fab- 
| jedts thereof before they are taught, or made difciples 5 and after a falle manner, 
viz. by fprinkling,. which wo way tefembles the deach burial, or refurreQion of 
| etn Chiift,,. being that which his baprifme is appointed vo. dof and your admitting 
omie 
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| unto baprifmi¢ as you. ewn it) which jou refufe to adinitt unto.breaking of bréad, 
+ and your receiving {uch to-breaking of bread, which yet were never baptized with re. 
|. the baprifm appoiated by Jefus-Chrift the Lord 3.and yeur fhutting our the, exercife aX 
| of the gift of prophecying » which ia the Chasch of Chrift doth admirably rend-te c= ic 
| dification 5. and yourintroducing a mixc.confuled way of finging which fills the ear ms 
| rather with aloud found of words, than the heart with any thing hac is truly edie aA 
. fying, all. which is not only, differing from , ‘byt contrary unto both precept, and  - =| BN 
| Riles and fo cannot be the order ofthe Gofpel of Cheift , and! therefore is no . Rc 
. better than diforder » confefion,, and aparcof chat which in Sctiprare language is wo 


ealled Babell.  Andicompare that way-by.whichiyow maivcain it, either’ with the < 5 
: precept of Chr iff oF. with thie prefideat of betaine Chr iftians and it wilkas evidently 
= ee 3 . a appear 
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_ precept of Chrift was ro learn of him who was m 


' nto the 
eck and lowly , a 
gle, and perfecution from others ,. and noc ra perfecure ,; neither to force the Jews. 


_ that would not follow him, nor yertzo fire the Samaricans that would not receive 


him, yea he expreffely commauds hig Servants to let ihe cares alone with the wheat) 


_and (offers no fmall inconvenience theieby to avoida grearer , and further declares 


that the fervaat of the lord mufi nor firive, butbe gentle unto all men, apt to 


~ teach (nor to firike) patient, th meeknefs inftruding thofe that o; pofe themielves , 


if God peradvenrure will give them repentance to the acknowledgement oi the trutly 
that they mzy recover themfclves out of the faare of the devil who are taken captive 
by him at his wills according to which preceprs of Chrift we fiad the primitive 
Chriftians were meek , and gentle , and yet able by found dodétrine both to exhert, 
Se convince the gainfayers. who called noc for catnall weapons to mannage their war. 
fare , bur declared their weapons were mighty through God, and either by the word 


and a good converfation wonne men to the acknowledgement of the truth as it is in 
~ Jefus, or elfe left chem without excufe cogether with the world, uaco the judgemenc- - 


of the great day of the Lord 5 bur now all men may fee thac your way is nat Only dif. 
ferent from , but contrary unto this precept ot Chrilt and prefidenc of Chriftians, 
and therefore cannot be efleemed any better than unchriftian, yet Antichri, 
nation, and thovgbrs of revenge againft him, who ina faichtul difcharge of his con- 
fcience both toward: God , and you, have made bold to deal plainly wiih yon, 
leaft my Gad to whom vengeance belongs, repay it upen you, and {mite you with 
blinduefs of mind 5 and hardnefs of heare that cannot repent, but rather fee before 


_ your eyes that memorable practice , and wor.hy pattern of thofe noble bereans, and 


_ heaven calls ypon-you to break off your fins by repentance , and let me hereby give - 


(laying profics , honor and prejudice afide if it be: poflible ) perufe my teftimony, 
and fearch the fcripcures diligently to fee whecher the things contaiaed therein be fo 
or no; if you tind them fo, viz. confirmed , and jaflifyed by the word of God, and 
by the teftimony of Chrift Jefus the Lord, chen confider , not t but the Lord from 


y Ou warning to.take heed that you difpife not him that fpeakesh: from heaven. ‘As 
touching the wrong and injury done tous you having thereby much more wrong- 


ed your own fouls in tsanfg reffing the very law, and light of Nations, doing as you 
would not be done unto , it is in-my heart co pitty yourather, and io petition my — 


Lord in heaven not to lay this fin to your charge, than to complain againft you, 
or to petition your lords and oarsdiere on earth for juftice herein 5 no, no, we have 


better learned Chrift than fo, having alfo givewup our hearts to be led by his foirics. . 


and to walk in his fteps, who when he was reviled, reviled not again, whenhe 
fuftered, he threatned not, but committed his cafe to him that judgeth righteoufly, 
and: who: knowes -but thar the fpiric ofjudgement, andthe fpirit of burning , 


iach been, ormay be ere long’ in your hearts , whereby you may be made afs 
fectedly: feafible , chat the caufe isthe fame , or very-little differing from this. | 


A poor innocent traveller paffeth along the Countrey upon his occafions: a man 


having ftrengthin his arm findethhim , frames himfelf offended with him for no 


caufe he hath given him,and-becaufe he cannot draw him unto his party, either to robs. 
of to kill, or to fay amen to his practifes, he therefore binds him; and cafts him ine. ~ 


toa pit, and:déclares himfelfrefolure there to keephim, tilt he hath’his blood,-an- 


lefs he-will deliver him his purfe; the man either hath nota purfe about him, or a- 
heart co.deliver it 3 and’being unwilling either to pare with his blood, or that theo: 
ter fhould be fo deeply guilcy'in taking it from him, he. meekly, and earneftl 


nd to expect trou - 


Ler not your zdverfary and mine (Dear Countreymen ) fll your hearts wich indig- a 


~ thrice moveth the {trong man fora difcourfe , and humbly entreats him that } 
~ he-would not feek by the ftrenth of his arme,bur bythe force of fome arguments 
to coavince his undei fianding,and con{cience,arid fo to draw him ( asaman ) to 
“his party ,buc che ftrongman delaies him,and-fo puts him off) whereupon a good’ 
tender hearted Samaritan paffing by ,and perceiving how the cafe Rood,and that. 
<- - the ftrong*man would have his purfe,or his blood without any difpute, being mo- 
-—_.. véd with compatlion to redeem this innocent blaod from the handof the {trong 
—.- man-he delivers him his own purfe,and fo the than is releafed. Take it nor ill thatl. 
have ufed fo much plainefs of fpeech,for my ftudie is now to {peak plainly, and. ~ 
neither tlatteringly not invectively:and to ufe plain dealing with all men,alihough> — 
I verifie the Proverb,and diea beggersfor as I told fome of your felves(and that in 
publick)[ abhor diffimulation,neither can ] account him a wife man who doth not 
hate diflembling,or that doth love to diffemble; and therefore {faith Solomonrebuke. 
- awife man and he will love thee,&c.and David the King faith on this wife,lec the 
_ dighteous finite me and it fhall be a precious balm;1 know inftru@ion is grievous 
to him that is out of the way,bat what faich the wife man,he that bateth inftruGi- 
_ on fhall die.Contider I. pray whaz hath been fpoken,a nd turn not away your ¢yes 
~ nor your ear,nor your heart from inftrution,leaft chat which was faid by the pro- 
_phet of old Ifa, 9.14,15:16. be in you veritied,which to prevent is the humble 


and earnelt requeft unto the fathers of mercies of | a 
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Your loving friend and 
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me Hou mail? herein (Christian Reader) fee, and perufe 


Ws i thy deftiny inthis prefent evill world (which feems in 
‘: N+ a great mealureto be fubjeted unto devils) through 
‘“ N whichtbow art to pals moto that purchafed poffelfions 
: : : i and promifed inheritance of the Sammts in light, which 


rae a is in that better world. which ts not fubjetted unto te 
gels 5 bat unto the Sonne of God himfelf ; thou maift herein alfo ob= 
ferve'y Anatake notice of the hand by whom from thy heavenly father 
“thou art to receive that bitter cup, which he drunk off when he was 
eve below’, forthy fake chiefly was this treatife brought forth into the 
publickvicw, 1 hope not to difcourage thee 5 but ro Strengthen thine 
heart , that thou mghtest not fear any of thofe thingssw hich thow {halt 
fuffer., either from menor devils for thy te/himony that Jefus is the 
Christ (it bemg that which will fhortly appear the ouly prevailing, and 
_vikorious truth in allthe world) + for herein {hale thou. allo [ec that 
worthy {aying lively accomplifped If ye fuffer for the name of Chrift 
bleffed are ye for the pirit of the Lord, and of glory reset wpon 
you; thor hafta worthy name called onthee. (My hearts dejire y and 
“prayer to God on thy behalf, therefore vs that thou mai St en'oy fiuch 
a plentifall pouring forth of that holy [pirit into thine heart bat thereby 
‘phon maift be inabled to walk, worthy 0; it » and having fo bright a 
beam of the F athers glory in thy foul, it may fo {kine forth before the 
fows of mens that they feemg thy good works may have caufe admini- 
“Stredtoglorify our father, which is in heaven; It ts not words- now 
Chriftian, (alhou ght hey were f{poken with tongues of men and Angels) 
mphemthat worthy name 25 eVEry where well [poken of » but faith that : 
“works by love 5 ani love by works that will di fPingui(p 4 heady from 
r heartyChriftian.S4y not i thine heart thaiChrisis Comands are lov, 
anad-bus apporntment s carnal, legal iniunttions 5-and at the bef, but 
‘meat for babes least hereby thine heart be declared to be vainly puft 
sp in thy carnall or flefely winds, andtohavetoolow 4 ana carnall 
-_ COn~e. 
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concerts of Christ himfelf , who vs the ckjoyner , appointer and com, 
Wander thereof, and {hall ere long appear as Judge, yea leaf hereby 
thou be declared ignorant 5 or atthe best forgetful of this one thing ss 
that it w the great defignof God in Chrift as to Slorifie. bimfelf to ad= 
wetration in poor finful flelh 5 fo whileft he doth it to bide prede from 


<) 


Man sand therefore as he hath chofennot urany wifesmighrysvor noble of. 5 


this world, but the fool'lh,s weak, bafe y -defpifed nothings thereof » 
fo bath he Suited his commands > and Apporntments thereunto, andin= 
tends through thefe fooli(h things {a to caule his wifdeme to Wine forth -  , 
ab thereby to confound the wife, throuvh thefe weak things fo to.canfe = 
bus powerto appear, as thereby to confound the things that are 


be OD 


‘ 2 


Le] 


mighty ; and through thefe bafe difpifed things that are not, to 4 
bring 10 nought thofe noble , Glorious, and excellent things of the world = : 


that are; ‘hou may5t herein fee ( gentle Reader) that I have rather 
_. thofento bear witne[s ro the faith , zed order of our Lordy.and tafbew 
 - unto the world . but efpectally unto thee, what 1s the mind of (Christ in 
= thy time of his abfence asto faith, and obedience, to flew I fay rather 
what istruth, whichis but one, thanto bear witnels against the ly 
which ts fo various , knowing that the truth once eftabli{hed fhall d2{- 
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cover the falfhood., and light breaking forth fall {catcer the darkuefi. Te 
_ Andwhilefe I leadthee forth to feck himwhona thy foul loveths and | Ds 


! tenzeth afiers who ts alfo thy joy, anathyCrown. while I lead thee 
LE fay by the footsteps of thofe flocks that first trufted in Christ, and | 
| werefed by (uch pastors according to his own heart , as be cave them y. | 
God forbid that thon bouldst be as-onethat wilt turn afide by the flacks 


PAE. 


SR 
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of tots companions 5 and fooutdft be found rematning either on the left ie 
fide in a vifible way of worlhip in deedy but fuch as was neither Appotim ipo 


tedby Chrift snor yet prattifed by them who firft trafted in him, or 
"onthe right inno vifible way of worlhipyor order at all ; either pretend= 
ing that the outward court is givento theGentiles , and the holy City 
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iLe\ 
|. by then to be troden ander foot «thatthe Church of Chrift ts now in ‘Be 
the wilderne{s 5 and the time of its recovery ts not yet , of elle pretend=- x 


ane 


ing that God 1s a [pirit, and fo willin [piri be worlhippedyavd not tn this 
place or that , :nthis way or that, Well if thou béeft inthele waies Wi 
| Led I can no longer forbear in tende mes of fpirit, and compaffiomate 
bowels of love to ftretch forth a helping hand thereby totry whether it 
| be the good pleafure of God at this time to drop down a word of lights. 
and life, and power into thine heart that thon mayelt bethereby an. 
wakned,and quickned to be fil laying within thy foul; Lord what wilt 
_- then have. me.tode? fo fbalt thou-hear fach a faying as this ,. Come: 
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,out from among them (Oh my people) and be ye feparate from-them, 


and touch no unfanctifyed thing ; and I will receive you , and bea fa-_ 


ther unto you, and ye thall be my fons ,and daughters, fairhihe Lord 
God-A! nightyyind al{o {ach a faying as this Bictled are they that.do his - 
<ommands for they haye right to the tree of lifejand hall enter in through 
thole gates of pearl into that glorious City 5 Rev,22.14. and know that 
thefe are the commandments of fef [cz. As ye have re ceived Chrift Fe- 
{us the Lord , fo walk ye in him ; and behold I come quickly, hold that 
‘fat which thou haft, yea hold fafttill Lcome ; dvd fuch as may De 
pnder the. later difceptions let me intreat tlee to ponder thefe words tn 
thine beart fei. Tha: prophecies although marvelous. plaity and ealy 
10 be understood, cannot warrant a pure confcience to ne gletty much lefs 
to caft of the commandments and oppointments of Fefus, neither can 
the Spirit of Christ dirett or incourage the heart of aC hriftian to cast 
off bis lordjbip , no, nosthe Spirit of Chrift ws hereby distinguilhed from 
that of Antichrift 4 in that he {hallunfainedly confe[s thar Jefus is the 
Christ 5 and that this Christ Je[us +5 come inthe flejh, and when Le 
ts come accordin? to promtje into the heart of a Chriftiany he {pall not 
Seak of himfelf, but as a meffenger his office rs ta gloryfie Chrift by ta- 
king of him, andbis » and (hewing it unto, yea writing it im the heart 
of aChriftian, fo that I dsre boldly {25 there 1s none for the exaltation 
of Christ Je[us the lord according to his LaSt will and testament, and for. 
the nouriping a lively hope inthe heart o faChriftian concerning his glo- 
rious returns [fay there 1s none to that holy [pirit of promifes who being 
al'o the spirit of truths {hall guide the fouls of the Saints to worlhip tke 
- father, as in Spirityfo likewile in truth. and therfore that Spirit that 


sheaks of himfelf,and ws { o far from taking of Chrifts to exaltyand. glo- 


ryfie him according as he hath foretold and his father intended, that he 


takes from Christ, laies him lors and diminilheth his glory » that [pirtt. . 


cannot be the spirit of Chriftyor that holy Spirit of promife s and fora{- 
much as the |pirit fpeaketh exprefly that inthefe later daies there (hall. 
be feducingpirits that {hall deceive if it were poflible the very elect of 


God, whofe tzcounter will not be (o much with flelh and blood,but with” 


wicked [pirits in high placessler me therfore exhort thee in the words of 
that beloved difciple of Chrift; beleive not every fpirit, but try the {pirits; 


and that by rhis rule; whether they be of God or no, bring them tothe 
wholfome words of the holy Apostles, Prophet s, and {on of God. yeerre 
(faith Chrift) not knowing the feriptures, and the power of God , det it 
bethy care (C bristian) therfore to fearch the Scriptures y ana therein to . 


wait for the power and glory of the Spirit of Ged. And look tothy fperit 
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for as immediately before Chrigts appearing in flefh, Satan in a large 
meafure poffelfed the bodies of men, that by his cafting them outs his 
power in flef mi ght Appear ; So before his coming Again in glory I have 
+ grounds 10 expect that the minds gp [pirits of men {hall be firongly pal. 
feed. and that as this fundamentall conclufion, T hou art Jefus the fon 
Sof the living Gods {hall be impraved to the utmoft bythe holy Spirtt of 
—— Chrif in the hearts and Lives of the {ons and daughters of Gedy fo {hall 
the fame conclufi x be improved io the utmost by way of a bewitching 
deception in the hearts and lives of the fons of men by the [pirit of An- 
tichrit, which myftery being brought to the height,then {hall Chrift 
Fels comfuree him with the fowit of his mouth , and {hall destroy him 
with the brigitn2(s of his coming. Therfore(Chriftias) Rand thon up- 
on thy watch, and know, that if Chrift be formed in theesthou canst not | 
bus be transformed by him, and the beft form. that thou canft be found . | 
in when thy Lord {ball appear, will be inthat form, and fo doings ashe | 
> hath appointed, walking wifely and in peace toward all men, C onfider | 
what hath been Spokentothee, andthe Godoftruth and peace give : 
thee to understand and do his will, which isthe constant and earneft 
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A brief difcourfe touching New Enoland, as tothe matter in hand, and 
tothat part of it, {ct. Rode Iland, where my refidence uy tegether 
; with the occafion of my ging out with others from the Mathatufets 
“© Bayy andthe many providentiall occurrences that diretted us there~ 
£05 and pitched us thereon. | 


As alfo the Contents of the whole Treatife. 
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, 1s aba England is aname ( as ‘is generally known ) that was and - 
© NW Rill is, call’d upon that place in reference to Old; yet not fo much 
becaufe it is peopled, and planted from thence, for fo are many, other 
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Plantations of the Enelifh in thofe Weftern parts; but becaufe it: refem- f 
| bles the fame, asthe daughter the mother. It refembles it in the climate, > 


inthe times and feafons of the year, in the fruits which the land natural- 
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__ Jy produceth, in the fouls, and the fifh that are therein abundance. It a 
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yefembles it in their politicall affairs, for their governments, laws, Coutts, 
Officers, areina great meafurethe fame, and fo are the names of their 
towns,& Counties; and in point of good husbandry,that w © is raifed and 
_ produced in New &x.g/and, more tubftantially, & whecherit be for food” 
of raiment it is the fame with tha: which is here produced in Old. Itisa — 
place (in the largeft accepration):hat contains tn itall the Plantations of 1 
the Enelifh upon that coaft of efmerica that lie between the Dutch” 
Plantationon the Weft, andthe Frevch onthe Eaft, and extends it 
felf upon the Sea coaft above one hundred leagues. Init is contained’ 
the four Colonies; which call themtelyes the united Colonies. Tre 
Colony called by the name of the Province of Providence Plantations 5 
ying on the South & South-Eaft theteof, and two or three m2re lying on 
the Eaft cr North-Eafl,in Agamenticus, Saco, Cafvo-Bay, & Pemajiidy 
_-where is that treafure of 1£2/fs for Ships, “The names of the united Co- 
lonies are thefe , in point of precedency firlt ALshatujers , &c. 
but in point of antiquity fit Plymouth, then the Adathatufers , then - 
Conettesor, and latt Ouinepiuck, The-chief Towns of thele Colonies, 
and feats of their Gcvernment are thefe, Bo/fox of the “ALathatufets >. 
Plymouth of Plymouth, Hereford of Conettecot, andof Quiipiuck, 
New-Haven. : Se ; 
Now as thename New England in the large{tand ttuelt acceptation 
extends to all the Plantations of the Englifh between the French and the 
Dutch, fo ina {canty and improper acceptance of the word ( efpecial- 
ly when it makes for advantage ) itis taken for thefe four united Colo-. 
nies, by reafon of the precedency they have of others , and for the fame 
caules aud upon the point a well, it may be taken for the. Adathatufers; © 
and the Town of Boffontberein, When I {peak of New England , un- 
derftandit of that part which hath got the precedeacy ( by reafon of . 
fhipping ) and ftart of the relt, (cf. the Adathatufets 5 as bothin my B- 
piftle and Narrativeis plain to be feen, whichI have here alfo inferted 
for fear of miftake. near y acceso 
. Inthe Colony of Providexce Plantations in point of antiquity the 
Town of Providence is chief, but in point of precedency Rode=/land 
excels. This Iland lieth in the NPA eh Bay, being 14 or 1§ » 


mileslong, andin breadth between 4.and 5 milesat the broadeft; It bee 


gan to be planted by the Exglii in the beginningof the year 39. and by 
this hand of providence, In the year 37.1 left my native land, and in. the. 
ainth moneth of the farae, I (through mercy } arived at Batton , Iwas: 
no fooner on (hore, butthere appeared to me differences: among themy 
rouchingthe Covenants, and.in point of evidencing a mans good eftate, 
| i See, forne: 
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| fome preft hard for the Covenant of works , and for fandfication iy 
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ay 


the Spirit, as that which is a more certain, conftant, and fatisfactory 
witnefs, I chought it not {trange to fee mea differ about matters of Hea- 
ven, for! expect no lefs upon Earth: Bur to fee that they werenot able. 
{o to bear each with other in their different under(tandings and contcien- 
ces, asinthofe utmoft parts of the World to live peaceably together, 
wheeupon I moved the latter; for as muchas the land was befcre us. 
and wide enough, with the profer of Abraham to Lot, and for peace 
fake, to turn afide tothe right hand, or to the left: The motion was 
readily accepted, and ] was requelted w'» forme others to feek out a place, 


which accordingly Iwas ready todo; and thereupon by reafon of the — 


fuffocating heat of the Summer before, I weat to the North to be fome- 
what cooler,but the Winter following proved fo cold, that we were for- 
ced in the Spring to make towards the South; fo haying fought the Lord 


for direction, we all agreed that while our veffell was paffing about a- 


large and dangerous « ape, we would crofs over PY laad, haying Long 


Iland and Delawaré-Bay in our eic for the place of ourrefidence; fo toa 


town called Providence we came, which was beoun by one M. Roger 


Williams (who for matter of confcience had not long before been 
exiled from the former jurifdiétion ) by whom we were courteoufly 


~ and lovingly received, and with whom we adyifed about our defign; he 


F + 3 , oO 
seadily prefented two places before us in the fame Naraganfets Bay y. 


the one upon the main called Sow-wames, the other called then Ac- 
quedneck now Rode=Lland ; weenquired whether they would fallin 


any other Patent, for our refolution was'to go out of them all; he told 


us ( to be brief) that the way to know that, wasto have recourfe unto 


~ Plymouth, {o-our Veffell as yet not being come about , and we thus 


blockt up, the company determined to fend to P/ywonth, and piteht 


upon two others together with my felf, requefting alfo M, Williams to 


go to Plymouth to know how the cafe ftood; fo we did: and the Ma- 
gifrates thereof very lovingly gave usa meeting; I then informed them of 

he caufe of our coming unto them, and defired them ina word of truth 
and faithfulnefs to informn us whether Sew-wawes were within their Pa- 


tent, for we were now on the wing, and were refolved through the help. 
ef Chrift, to get cleer of all, and be of our felves, and provided our way 
were c'eer before us,. it were all.one for us to go further off, as to remain 
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- Meer ac hand, their anfwer was, 
Patent. and the flour in the garden, then [told them we could not des 
oem ao 3 SiR. Se Eee ie bays SE 

_fite it; bur requelted further in the like word of truth and faichfulnels. fo, # 

“beinformed, whether they laid claim to the Ilands in the. Naraganfet — ~ 
Bay, andthat in particular called. Acquedneck? they allwitha cheer= 
full countenanre made us this anfwef, it was in their thoughts to hay 1s 
advifed us thereto, andafthe provident hand of God fhould pitch us — 
thereoa they fhould look upon us as free, andas loving ‘neighbours and 2 a 
friends fhould be affi(tant unto us upon the main, &c¢. So wehumbly = ff 
thanked them, and returned with that anfwer: Soit pleafed the Lord, = © 
by moving the hearts of the natives, even the chiefeft thereof, to pitch us. 
thereon, and by other occurrences of providence which ate too large — 
here to relate: ‘So that having bought them off to their full fatisfadtion, 

. we have poffefled the place ever fince; and notwithftandi ic ifferent = 
under{tandings and con{ciences amongft us, without-interruption v ore 
to maintain civil Jultice aad judgement , neither a 
rages committed moneglt us asin other parts of the Coua 

Dee ee HF . +The Natrative declares 
ga How thofe three Strangers were apprebendeds jyopead 


tented, andfor what. =. 


and promifed, and.yet difapointed. rei eee 

3. How two efcapedy and the third was craelly haa 

_ 4. How rvo, for taking him but bythe hand after his p 
sere apprehznded,, imprifoned, and fentenced to pay forty |e 


_ 2, How the motion was made for a publiqu 


| 


be whipped. atte tg fu aaa EMAC : 

_ In their Teftimony laid down in four conclufions sis c penea and pr 
Inthe Fist, ..x.-That Jefus is: the C hrist, [1. ¢. | the Ane 
Priefh, Prophet » end King of Saints,...2. That ChoiR 6 ale 

Lindofi is Church i point ef raling and ordering them wich 


to the worfhip of Gods. mAiPe mar icity ieee Haasan 2 
“Jnthe Second,: 2.. That Baptifis is. one of the com 

Chrift , and to continue till he come. ,.2. that vifible Be 

vroper fubjett s thereof. » 3. That they areas wellto wait for 


nifeof she Spirit 5 as far the prefence of Christ. © Ae 
1 | , to improve his taleni 
Bie SS Pa oe SRY 2 es 


“Inthe Third, Thee every believer. onghe 
bothinandout of the Congregation... 


“Inthe Fourth, That x0 fervant of felis hath any authority 
ta force upon others either the faith or order of the Gofpel of C bra 
inare produceaS arguments against perfecution for oy fe of Con (i 


2? oN” Oho Nor Cho SF ohe No oho Xe 


: A bnibful ana True elation o 


boa” diab Holmes,. John Crandall, azd John Clarke, meer- 


ar 


phe Church 5 or C.mmou-mealth of the Machatulets tit 

| &New-Bngland, which rales over that part of the World. 
whereby 1s [hema their dif courteous Entertasument of Stran-. 
ba: ers, bow that Sptrtt by which they ave led would order the ) 
~  -* whole World, af etther brought under them, or fbould cgmne * 
“tn unto them : Drown forih by the aforefatd jokn Clarke, ’ 
: not fomuchto anpwerthe Importuntiy of Brrends, as to flop: 


=e by {or Confcience towares G od, by the principal 14 embers of 


| © go the Cros oC. brift. _L et him that readerh at 60%. pder, 

which Church 1s moft like the Church of Chraft ( that Prince . 

: r, of Peace, that meer and gentle Limb, iat came rato ibis | 
“werld to fave Meus laves, not to, defiroy them, ) the Perf eeu 


a 3 


a 

Peo Ss I eee eee we 
| monn T came to pats that we three, by the good hand of 
Le << our God, came into the (*athatn{-ts Bay upon 
| ZG) 46: yp the 16° day of the 5th Moneth, 51; and. upon the | 
| 2) roth of the fame, upon occafion of bufinefle, we 
a ¥2 came unto a Town in the fame Baycalled Liz, 


Y Og mee, where we lodged at a Blind-mans houfe neer two. 

Pee 2 a aw pr ane its. as ‘o doe, for the. King- 

who bein baptized into Chrift. waits, as we alto doe, for the Ning 
Se aie eee aad the full confolation of the Ifrael of God: Vpon 
the 2oth day, being the firft day of the week, not having freedom in 
ur Spirits for want of a clear Ca'l from God tb BOS a ge me aes 
i a emblie to declare there what was the mind, and couniell o 
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miles out of the Town, by name Willian Witter, 
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Godconecrning them, I judged ic was a thing fuitable to confider 
what the couniell of God was concerning our felves ; and finding by 
fad experience, that the hour of temptation fpoken of was coming 
upon allthe Worid (ina more eminent way) to try them that are 
upon the Farth, I fellupon the confideration of that Word of Pro- 
mife, made to thofe that keep the Word of bis Patience, which pre- 
fent thought, while in Confcience towards God,and good will un- | 
to his Saints, | was imparting to my Companions inthe hovfe where . 
I lodged and to 4,or 5 Strangers,that came in unexpeCed after I had 

begun, opening, and proving what is meant by the hour of 1 emp- 

tation, what bythe Word of his patience, and their keeping it , and 

how he thathaththe Key of Dav-d ( being the Promifer ) will keep 

thofe. that keep the word of his Patience from the hour of Temptati> 
on; while I fay 1 was yet fpeaking, there comes into the houfe where 

we were, two Conftables, who with their clamorous tongues made- 
an interruption inmy Diicourfe, and more uncivilly difturbed us, 

than the Purfivants ofthe old Exg/i/ Bilhops were wont to doe; 

telling us, that they were come with Authoricy fromthe M agiftrate. 
to apprehend us ; I then defired to fee the Authority by which they 
th:s proceeded , whereupon they pluckeforth their Warrant, and» 
one of chem with a trembling band (asconfcious hemighthavebeen 
better imployed ) read it to us; The fubftarce whereof was.as - - ‘ 
followeth. Shan tig oe 


+ 


f 

; 
| 
; 


ED? virtwe hereof, you are required ta go to the boufe of William 
SO Witter, and fo tofearch from houfe to houfe, for certaia erroxious ~ 
fons, being Strangers, andthem to apprebend, andin fafe cuftody to 
9, andio morrow merning by eight of the. Clock to bring before me, 


Robert Bridges. 


per, 
kee: 
When he bad read the Warrant, Itold them, Friends, there 
‘fhall not be (I truft) the feaft appearance ofa refifting of that Au-— 
thority by which you cameunto us; yet] tellyou, that by virtue 
hereof you are not fo firidly tyed, but if you pleafe, you may fuffer 
us to.make an end of what we have begun, fo may you be Wit- 
neffes either to, or againft the Faith, and Order which we-hold ; to 
which they aniwered they could not; then fatd we, notwithftanding - 
the Warrant, or any thing therein contained, youmay,; neverthe-. 
leffe, if you are ftreightned in refpect of your underftandings and, 
confciences in point of hearing , doe but withdraw your felves be- 


— Pet cpio tee » , 
SERS ra eee a iearey 


YAO YN UY me 
Ka oY? gar Os ae len CW or a) 


fore the door, the timewill hot belong; which when they refti- 
fed, we told them, then here we are, let our Lord doe with us what 
rE he pleafe: So ( although there were thac profered to be bound 
| body and goods for our appearance béfore Mr. Bridzés the en 
morning, according to the Warrant }) they apprehended us. and 
carried us away to the Ale-houfe, or Ordinary; where ater Ditt- 
ner one of them faid unto us , Gentlemen, if you be free | will carry 
_ youto the Meeting ; towhom was replyed, Friend, had we been 
free thereunto we had prevented all this; Nevertheleffe. we are in 
thy hand, and if thou wilt-carry us to the Meeting, chither Will We 
goe; to which he anfwered, then will! carry youto the Meetine. 
. To this we replyed, becaufe we perceive thou haft not lone been im- 
‘ployed in this thine Office, and that may follow hereupon which 
thou expecteft not, we will inform thee, That ifchou forceft us tinto 
‘your Affembly, then fhall we be conftrained to declare our felves 
that we cannot holdCommunion with them;theConftable anfwered. 
thatis nothing to me, ] have not powerto command you to fpeak, 
when-you come there, or to be filent ; to this I again replyed, 
(Friend ) know a little further; Since we have heard the word or 
| Salvation by Tefus Chrift, we have been taughtas thofe chat firtt 
| trufted in Chrift, to be obedient unto him both by word and deed - 
wherfore if we be forc’d to yourMeeting we fhal declare our diffenc 
from you both by word and gefture ; after all chis, when he had con- 
. falted with the man ofthe houfe, he cold us he would carry us to 
the Meeting, fo to their Meeting were we brought, while they were 
at their prayers and uncovered ; and at my firft ftepping over the 
threfhold Iunveiled my felf, civilly faluted them , turned. into the 
Seat I was appointed to,put on my hat again, and fo far down, ope- 
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| ned my Book,and fell to reading: hereupon Mr. Brrdges being troub- Bc 
_ Jed , commanded the Conftable to pluck off our bats, which he did, kk 
- and where he laid mine, there J let ir lye; untill their Prayer,Singing, Bo 


and Preaching was over ; After this I (tood up, and uttered my felf tn 


thefe words following ; I defire as a Stranger, if I may, to propofe Bc 
_ afewthingsto this Congregation, hoping inthe propofall. hereof Ka 

| ‘Lfthallcommend my felfto your Confciences to be suided by that peo 
| wifdom thatis from above; which being pure, is alfo peaceable, gen- | 4 
| tle, and eafie to beintreated; and therewith I made a ftop, expecting, BSc 
| if che Prince of Peace had been among them, I thould have hada fi- as 
he) 


table anfwer of Peace fromthem ; but no other voice I heard, but of 
their Paftor, as he is call'd, and their Magiftrate ;- Their Paftor an- 
aba Cn | {wered 2 
hs; 
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- fwered by way of Query, Whether. I was a Member of a Church? 

- &c. Before I could give an aniwer.-Mr. Bridges ipake , faying, tf the 
Congregation pleafe to give youleave, well, if.not, I fhall require» 
-you filence, for, ‘aid he, we, will have no Objections made againft 
what is delivered. &c. ‘To which Ianfwered, Iam not abouc for 
prefent to make Objedtions againft what is delivered, but as by my 
gefture at my coming inte your A ffernbly I declared my diffent from 
-you, fo left chat thould prove offenfiveunto fome whom I would 
not offend, I would now by word of mouth declare the grounds, 
which are thefe; Firft, from the confideration we are Stancers each | 

to other, and fo Strangers to each others inward ftanding. with re- 
{pet to God, and {o cannot, conjoyn and act in Faith, and what is 
not of Baith, is Sin: And in the fecond place; 1 could not judge that 
you are gathered together, and walk according to the: vifible order 
of our Lord; which when J. had declared, Mr. Brédges told- mel 
done and fpoke that for which | muft anfwer, and fo commanded 
“me Glence: when their meeting was done , the Officerscarryed us’ 
again to the Ordinary, » where being watched over that night, as 
T heeves and Robbers, we werethe next morning carried before Mr, 
Bridges, wlio made/our, Adsttimus ; and fent.us to;che, Prifon at 
Bofien; The words ofthe ALittimus are thefee -To the Keeper-of 
the Prifon at Boffon. rine Sse bg) Bes Se 
POT. virtue hereof, you are required to itake into, your. caftody 
fram. the Conftable of Lin, or bis Deputy, the Bodies of lohn Clark, 
Obediah Holmes, and Iohn Crandall, and them to Keep, untsll 
the next County Conrt. to be: held at Botton, that they may then and 
there anfwer to {uch complaints as may be alleged againft thems for be- 
ing taken by the Constrble at a Private Ad4ceting at Lin upon the Lords ~ 
day, exercifing among themfelves, to Who divers of the Lown. vepai- 
red, and soysed with them, and that inthe time of: Publick, exercife of 
- the Wor fhipof Gad 5 as alfo for offenfively difturbing the peace of the 
Congregation at their: coming ixto. the P abliqne ALeering in the time 
of Prayer in-the afternoon , and for faying and: manifefting that rhe 
Church of Lin was not conftitured according tothe order. of ovr, Lorde — 
for [uch other things as [pall be alleged aga’ nft them, ‘concerning their 
feducing and drawing afide of others after their: erroneous judgements 
and prattices, and for (u[pition of having their hands inthe re-baptie 
zing ef ene, Or more among Us, as alfo for negletting or refufing to give 
an fufficient fecurity for their appearance at the {aia Court ; hereof fasl 
not at your pertll, 226 5-S1+ sen hh RebsBridgeti. Tati... 
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: - < We being by virtue hereof committed to prifon, upon the the sch. 
. ° day fevennight after were brought to our tryall ; in the forenoon we 
| were examined, in the afternoon «, without producing either accu- 
fer, witnefs; jury, law-of God, or man, .we. were Sentenced ; 
‘ in our-examinagion the Governour upbraided us with the name of 
i Anabaprifts’, To, whom Anfwered, -I ‘difownthename, I am 
‘neither an “Anabaprift., nora Pedobaptift , nor a Catabaptift ; he 
—* told mein haftI was all! J told: hi:n he could not prove us to be 
either ofthem ; he faid,.yes, you have Re-baptized ; 1. denyed 
it faying , Lhave Baptized'many, but ] never Re-baptized any; then 
faid he, you deny.the former Baptifm 5: and make all our-worthip 
-anuilicty ; Itold him-he faid it ; moreover I faid unto. them (for 
therefore do conceive I was brought before them to bea teftimony 
againft them )..Jf the Teftimony which J hold forth be true, and ac- 
cording to the mind of God, which I undoubtedly affirm itis > chen 
it concernes you to look to your ftanding. The like. to this affir- 
medthe other two; fo after much difcourfe we were committed a- 
gainto prifon, and in the afternoon towards night , we were cal- 
Jed forth again, and immediately after the Court was fet, my Sen= 
tence was read,which was as followeth, | i 


is. . bThe Sentence of Lahn Clark: of Road-Jland. 2165.5 Te 


‘WoOralmuch as yon Tohn Clarke, being come tata this [uvifdittion. am 
Ff bsut.the 2othiof Luly did meet at one William Witters haufe at Lin, 
a4 upon the Lords day., and there did take upon you ta Preach to fome ather 
| of the Inhabitants of the fame Twn, and being . there taken, by the 
ra Conftable s and coming afterward inte the Affembly at Lin, , did in 
| difrefpell ofthe Ordinances of Ged and his Wor foip , keep on your Hat, 
| (the Paftor.being then tm Prayer ) snfamuch you would not cive Vreven 
| ‘yence in daling: your,.Hat till it was forced off your head... ta the ai 
| fiurbauce of the Congregation, and profe fing againft. the snfrituties of 
| “the Church, as not being according to the Gofpell of Lefus Christ; Ad 
that you the faid Yohn Clarke did upon the day followin meet again at 


the faiaWitters , and in contempt to A athority, you being then in the | 

PS .cuftody of the Law, and did there adminifter.the Sacrament of the Sapy 

| per'to.one excommunicate perfon to.another under gaomneninioe > and 

so another.that Wwas.an Inbabitant of Lin, and wor in fellow (dip Wizh a- 
py Church ; and upon your. anf wer in open Court , you affirmed that-you 
diduever Re-baptize any, yet did acknowledge you did Baptixe f* iach as 

me ge . he “ = 33 j ns ; 
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‘were Baptized before , andthereby did neceffarily deny the Baptifm 
that was before to be Baptifm , the Churches no Churches , and alfo 
all other Ordinances and Atinifters, as ifall were a Nakity ; And alfa. 


did in the Court deny the lawfullnefs of Baptixing of (nfants, and. all — 


this tends tothe difhonour of God , the defpifing the orfinances of God 
among us, the peace of the Churches , and fedneimg the Subjelts of 
rhis Commonwealth fron the truth of the Gofpel of fefus Chrift, and 
perverting the flrait waies of the Lord, therefore the Coart doth fine 
you 20 pounds tobepaid, or [ufficten: furetics that the [aid fam {hall 
be paid by the firft day of the next Court of Afidants , or elfe to be 
well whipr, and that you (ball remain in Prifon till it be paid, or fecuri- 
1y given infor ite : | j 
BytheCourt, ENCRE ASE NOWELL, 


After my Sentence was read , the Sentence of the other two-were 
fikewife pronounced ; the Sentence of Obedia Holmes was to pay 
by the afore/aid time zoli. or be well whipt; and the fentence of 
Joln Crandall was to pay § pounds, or be well whipt;this being done, 

“Idefired to know whether I might not {peak a few things to the 
Court, to which the Governour replied, your fentence is paft. I told 
him that which I was to {peak was ia reference unto a promile that 
was made us by Mr. Bridges when we were firft apprehended , and 


brought before him ; then {aid the-Governour {peak on; When | 
we were at firft apprehended and brought before Mr. Bridges ( faid 


1) I faid unto him we are Strangers, and Strangers to: your Laws, 
and may be tranfgreffors of them before we are aware, we would 


therefore defire this curtefy of you as Strangers, that you would 


fhew us the Law by which we are tranfgreffors: But then no other 
anfwer could we have from him than this, when you come to the 
‘Court you fhall know the Law; now we have been before the Court 
in the forenoon upon examination, this afternoon we have heard 


our Sentence read, yet have we not heard the Law’ produced. 


by which we are'condemned ; we thetefore now defire to: fee the 
Law inwhich our Sentence mayberead , andthe rather , becauie 


we find inthe beginning of your Laws this provifion for the fecurity 


of your own , and we hope you are notlels regardfull of ftrangers, 


viz» That no man fhall be molefted , but by a Law made by the ge-. 


nerall Court , and lawfully publifhed, or in defe& of aLawina 


‘particular cale , by the Word of God. Whenthis was {poken Mr. ; 


‘Bridges could eafily turn to the Law by which we might be freed, 
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_ but none were able to turn to the Law of God or Man by which we 


were condemned. At length the Governour ftepr up, and told us 
we had denyed Infents Baptifm , and being fomewhat tranfported 
byoke forth, and cold me 1 had deferved death , and faid he would 
not have luch trafh brought into their jorifdiction moreover Be 
faid , yougo up anddown, and fecretly infinuate into choje that 
are weak, but you cannot maintain it before our Minifters 48 
may try, and difcourfe or difpute wich them, &c. To this I had Hak 
toreply, but that he commanded the laylor to rake us away ; AES 
hext morning having fo fair an Opportuntty, I made a motion to the 
Court inthefe words followings. ; : 


Tothe Honoured Court Afcmbled at Botton, 


V . 7 Hereas it pleafed this Honoured Court yelterday to con- 
f- WY demn the Faith , and Order which f bold and pradiife, and 
after you had paft your Sentence upon me forit, were pleafed to. 
expreffe , i could mt maintain the fame againft your Minifters . and 
thereupon publickly profered me a di pate with them , be pleafed by 
thele few lines tounderftand , | readily accept ic. and therefore do 


_defire you would appoint the time when, and the perfon with whom, 


in that publick place where I was condemned , ! might wich free- 
dom, and without moleftation of the Civill Power difoute that 


point publickly where f doubt not by the ftrength 0; Chri to make 


it good out of his fatt Will and Teftament , unto which nothing is 
to be added , nor fromwhich nothing 1s to be diminifhed ; thus de- 


firing the Father of Lights to fhine forch , and by his power CO ex- 
pel the darknefs, 1 remain,» . Your well wither, | 
From the Prifin thi 1.6.51) Icha Clarke. 


This motion if granted ,I defired it might be fub{cribed by their 


Secretaries hand , asan A& of the fame Court by which We were 


condemned. 

It was prefented on the fixth day , and after much ado up= 
on the laft day ic was concluded it fhould be sranted , and the dil- 
putation fhould be upon the fifth day following , and fo by one 


of the Magiftrates information was given me in prifon;, upon the {e- 


cond day when their Elders were come together. rhere was no fmall 
ftir(as I heard) about the bufineffe..and afterward about the ffating. 
the Queftion we fhould difpute upon ; whereupon in the clofure 
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_ofthe day the Magiftrates commanded the Jaylorto bring me be. 
‘fore them into the Chamber, which when he had done, they drew 
forth the motion, and fhewing it to me, asked me if lowned that: 
paper, | anfwered, yea, they quaried ‘urther , whether 1 was of 
the fame mind touching a difputation, I toid them I had not the 
Jeaft relu@ancy in my mind touching the thing, provided my motion. * 
might be eranted,and the grant fub{cribed with che Secretaries hand: 
asana ofthe tame Court by which] was condemned; they an- 
{wered ‘hat was but reafonable ,; &c. Then they demanded of me . 
what the queftion was that I would difpute upon, whether I would: 
difpute upon the things contained in my Sentence, and maintain my 
practice, for, faidthey, the Court Sentenced you not for your 
judgement or Confcience, but for matter offa@, and practice; to 
which Ireplyed , youfay the Court condemned me for matter of 
-fa@ , and pra@ice; beiefo, but I faythat matter ef fact and pra- _ 
Qice was but the manifeftation of my judgment and confcience ; 
and I make account that man is void of judgment , and confcience , 
with relped@ unto God, that hath not a fact, and practice fuitable 
thereunto ; and for the things contained in my Sentence , they are 
rather colle@ions , which the Court was pleafedto make and draw 
from my Words,than my words, themfelves ; nevertheleis I do not . 
fay they were unduly collected ; for in truth, ifthe Faith and order 
which I profefg do {tand by the word of God, then the Faith and 
order which you profefsmuft needs falltothe ground; and if 
the way you walk inremain, thenthe way that I walk in muft 
vanifh away, they cannot both ftand together; to which theyfeem’ __ 
to affent; therefore Itold them, that if they pleafe to grant the’ 
motion under the Secretaries hand, I would draw up the Faith, and _ 
order , which I hold asthe fum of chat I did deliver in open Court, 
_into three or four Conclufions, which Conclufions I willftand by, 
~ and defend untill he, whom you fhall appoint , fhall by the word 
of God remove me from them; in cafe he fhall remove me from 
them, thenthe difputation is at an end, but ifnor, then I de-, 
fire like liberty by che word of God to oppofe the Faith, and order, 
which he and you profefs, thereby totry whether 1 may be anin-. 
ftrument.in the hand of God to remove you from the fame; they 
told me the motion was very fair, and the way like unto a difpu- 
‘tant, and thereupon concluded in my hearing, and direéted. 
alfo their fpeech to me, {aying, becaufe the matter is weighty, 
and we defire that whatcan, may be fpoken , when the difputation, 
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_ fhailbe ; therefore would we take a longer time ; whereas therefore. 


the time appointed was the next fiftday , by reafon of the come 
mencement , which will be the next week , and the meeting of the 
Elders, we mutt defer it now untill the fift day come fortnight ; and 
fo [told them (to bé brief ) I was their prifoner, and fhould at: 


. attend their pleaiure; fo I returned with my keeper to prifon a- 


gain, drew upthe Conclufions, which I was refolved through the 


&. 


ftrength of Chriftto ftandin defence of , and through the im- _ 


portunity of one ofthe Magiftrates , the next morning very early , 


I fhewed themto him, having a promife I fhould have my motion 


for a difpute granted , under the Secretaries hand. 


| The Conclufions were as followeth. 
The Teftimony of /obz Clarke a prifoner of Iefus Chrift at Bofton, 


in the behalf of my Lord, and of his people, is as follow- 
eth. ; i, ; 


1 Yi Teftifie that Iefus of Nazareth, whom God hath raifed from 


the dead, made both Lord andChrift; this lefus I fay ss the 
Chrift , iz Engle, the Anointed Oxe , hath a xame above every 
name; Heisthe Anointed Prieft, sone to, or with him im point of 
attonement ; Ihe Anointed Prophet , none to bin in point of inftru- 
lion; The Anointed King , Whois gone unto bis Father for his glo- 
rious Kingdom, and {hall ere long return again; and that this lee 
-(us Chriff ssalfo TheLord , nonete, or wihhimby Way of Come 
manding and ordering (withre[pett 10 the wor {hip of God) the houfe- 
hold of Faith, which being purcbafed with bis Blood as Prieft , in- 
firutted , and nourifhed by his Spirit as Prophet 5 do wait ix his ap- 
pointment ashe isthe Lord , i bepe of that glorious Kingdom which 
{hall eve long appear. a 
- 2 1Teftifie that Baptifm , or dipping in Water,is one ef the Come 


 gwandements of this Lord Iefas Chrift , axdthata vifible beleever, 


or Difciple of Chrift Icfus ( that is, one that manifelteth repentance to- 
wards Godard Fath sn Iefus Chrift) isthe only per(ow that istobe 
Baptized , or dipped with that vifibte Baptifm, or dipprag of lems 


“Chrift inWater , and alfo thurvifible*per(on that isto walk in that 


vifible order of bis Hor fe, and foto wait for his coming the fecond 


time in the form of aLord , axd King with his glorious Kingdom 


according to promife, and for bis fending down (in the time of his ab- 


cording 


i a CLUE he GUEE tan ae Lt ane . - wR 5 ry 4 ‘ 
€ h. yp Nano ahs 4¢ ho 4 eh ay eho WF chs Ng e} 6 VEYF eh VE eho 4 ey OF ef o 7 eho 4 eho VF spo S che Se 
: ee I NS £ ¢ ( z 2 et GO “=z ie 


hs Oo a 


af 


oO 


AO 


Q 


doe 
Qe, 


I 1 Weed 
IR. 


Gi OC 


e 


t 


SACS 


== 
oS 


A 


ro] 


ey 
Oo” 


Q 


wy 
w 


Sy 


Ss < 


Sa | 
“4 Fx 


rs 


ee. 


sO. 


4 Ar IND | ( 
PORT Co ay nee at Te Tare a ns . . oa , 
Rae AT ce TENANT SR LTRS PORE NS LARS LESAN ANS HORSES SE SO ah LIAS hn ee LE NY 


3 LTeftifie or witnef-that every (uch believer in Chrift Iefas, that 
" waiterh for bis appearing, may in potnt of liberty , yea ought in point of 
duty 10 improve that Talent his Lavdbath given uuto him, and in 
the Congregation may either aske for snformationto bimfelf ; or if he 
can, may {peak by way of Prophecie for the edification , exhortation, 
—andcomfort of the whole, and out of the Congregation at all times, upon 
 lloccafions , and in all places, as far as the jurifdittion of his Lord ex- 
tends, may, yea ought to walk, as a Child of light , jRifying 
swifdom With his ways and reproving folly withthe snfruitfull wor ks 
thereof , provided allthis be foown ont of a good. converfution, as lames 
{peaks with mecknefs of wi(dom. si, eed 
4. 1 Teftifie that no fach believer , or Servant of Chrift Fefus hath 
any liberty, much lef: Authority , from his Lord to {mite bis fellow 
fervant , nor yet with outward force , or arme of flefo , to conftrain , 
or reftrain his Confcierce, no nor yet bis outward man for Confcience 


the jrdgment feat of C brift, and muft give an account of bim(cif to 
Gad, and therefore ought to be fully perfwaded in his own mind , fer 
what he andertakes , becaufe he tkat doubteth is damuneaif he ear, and 
fo alfoif he ait , becaufe be doth not cat or att in Faith; aud what 1s net 
of Faith is Sim | Wee 


Thefe Conclufions being {een at leaft by one ofthe Magiftrates, 
‘notwithftanding the Meffage to the prifon, anfwer to my {elf 
inthe Chamber , promife by him that came for the Conclufions , 
common report abroad thata difputation was granted , the Court 
broke up. and did nothing ; and the next {econd day following, a 
Meiienger was fent to the prifon from the Magiftrate , witha releafe 

ro the keeper, which having received he {peedily put me forth ; The 
words of the releafe follow. - 


To the Keeper of the prifon. 
Y Virtue hereof youare toreleafe and fet at liberty the Body of 
Bas. John Clarke , and this fhall be your difcharge for fo doing. 
Given under my hand the 11th, ofthe 6th. Afouth, 1651. 
| WILLIAM HIBBINS. | 
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fake , or worfbip of his Goa , where injury 18 not offered to the perfon , 
_ name or eftate of otbers , every man being [uch as foall appear before 
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_, To bebrief, &. Vnderftanding that fome friends had laid 
down the Money, although contrary to my Counfell, when for- 
‘Merly at feverall times , and by feverall perfons I was moved there- 
unto , and perceiving now that the Countries. expeation (which 
Was nota litle raifed ) touching a difputation was utterly fruftrate, 
and being fenfiblethat it was an eafy matter to lay the blame on me, 
being a perfon condemned, and alfo abfent, I drew up the former 
motion, and added thereunto thefe words following. ace 

| V V Hereas through the indulgexcy of tender hearted friends , 
| without my confext , and contrary to my judeusent, the Sen- 
tence , and Condemnation of the Court at Botton ( 48 % reported ) 
have been fully fatisfied on my behalf , and thereupon a Warrant hath 
Leen procureaby which £ am (ecluded the place of my imprifonment 


by reafon Whereef I fee na other call for prefent bur to my habitation, * NN 
and to thofe neer relations 'whieh Gea hath kiven me there. yer left | of 
the caule faoula hereby fuffer , which I profefs is Chrifts , 1 world Bo 
hereby fignifie, shatifyet st (hall pleafe the honoured Maviffrates , & 


fy 


a 


or general Court of this Colony ,to grant my former veque/? under their 

Secretaries band , I foall cheerfully imbrace it , and upon your motions 

[hall through the help of Gad come from the Lland to attend i: , and here= 

unto L have fub[cxibed my name, 7 
If th. 66 5 Ie . 


ry 
Q 


John Clarke. 


= 


SK 
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Both thefe the next morning I delivered to the keeper to deliver 
to the Magiftrates , who were tomeet at the Commencement at 
Cambridge , which being accordingly performed it was noifed a. 
| broad the motion was granted , and the writing was in Mr, Cor- 
-.  tonshand , who was thereby judged to be the man , and beft of 
| all approved of by my felffor that fame purpofe , he being the in- 
| yentor and {uportor of that way, in thefe parts , wherein they walk , 
and thereupon I took the thing for granted, and to that purpofe 
wrot to my friends who fent co vifit me in the prifon , but «pon the 
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fiftday, a little before their LeQure at Boffon , lreceived a writing iy 
~ fubfcribed with five of rhe Magiftrates hands , which when I had wy 


peruled, and faw that they waved the motion , and inftead there- 
of laid two or three {nares before me, I drew up an Anfwer to their 
Writing , being hopelefs of a difputation, defired the Iaylor to de= 

_ liver it to the Magiftrates, took my leave of my friends, and fo de- 
parted to go towards thelland, faving cen miles that nighs to travell. 
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riting, and my Anfwer alfo. 
‘Mr. Jobn Clarke, ened 


‘\/ V E conceive you have mif-reported the Governours fpeech 


in faying you. were challenged to difpute with 
fome of our Elders , whereas ic was plainly expreft, that ifyou 
would confer with any of them, they were able to fatisfie 
you , neither were you able to maintain your pradtice to 
them by the word of God, all which was intended for your in- 
formation, and conviction privately ; neither were you enjoyned 


to what youthen were Counfelled unto; neverthelefs if you are. 


forward to difpute, and that you will move ityour felfo the Court, 
or the Magiftrates about Bo/ton , we {hall take order to appoint one 
who will be ready to Aniwer your motion , you keeping clofe to the 
queftions to be propounded by your felf,and a moderator fhal be ap- 
‘pointed alfo co attend upon that fervice ; & whereas you defire you 
might be free in your difpute, keeping clofe to the points to be 
difputed on, without incurring damage by the Civill Iuftice , ob- 
ferving what hath been before written , itis granted ; the day may 
be agreed if you yeeld the premiffes. : 
. | | ) Loh Indrcott,Governour. 
rithoftheéth.1651. © | Thos Dudley, Deputy Govern. © 

Rich. Bellingham. | 

Wiliam Hibbins. 

_ Encreale Nowel. 


My Anfwer followeth, fuperfcribed, 


To the Honoured Governour ofthe Afathatufets, and the reft of 


/ that Honorable Society, thefe prefent.. 
Worthy Senators, i i 
i Received a writing fub{cribed with 5 of your hands by way of anfwer 

to a twice-repeated motion of mine before you, which was grounded as 
leonceive fufficiently spon the Governours words in epen Ceurt , which 
Writing of yours dith no way anfwer my expectation, wor yet that motion 
which I made, and Whereas ( waving that grounded motion ) you are 
‘6 pleafed to intimate, That if lwere forward to di(pute, and would 
* move it my felf tothe Court, or Magiftrates about Botton,you would 
§ appoint one toanfwer my mation, &c. Be pleafed to understands hat 


although | am not backWard to maintain the Faith, andOrder of my 
Lord the King of Saints, for which I have been Sentenced,yet am I not, 


, 


in [uch a way fo forward to di[pute,or move therein, leat inconvenience 
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fond thereby arife, I fhallrather i repeat my former motios 

which ifit (hall pleafe the Houonred General Court toaccept 5 and Dis 
der their Secretartes hand fhall grant a free difpute Without 

moleftation or interruption, I jhall be fo well fatisfied therewith, that 
what is paft I {hall forget, and upon your motion fhall attend it ; Thus 
defiring the Father of Mercies not tolay that evill to your charge, 
From Prifon this — L remain your Well-wifhcrs 
14, 6. 5 Fs - John Clarke. 


- This Anfwer with the motion for a difpute upon thele fair termes 
the third time repeated, ( being athing alfo generally defired , and 
longed for )was (as I faid before)by me delivered to the Keeper, and 
by him prefented to the Magiftrates,and fo to the General Court,yet 
was there no an{wer returned: what made the obftruction confide: 
ring the equity of the Cafe, che former content and grant of the Ma- 
iftrates,and the peoples earneft defire thereof, I know not, neither 
will I too readily conclude ( left ic fhould favor of prejudice ) that tt. 
was either an apprehenfion it would be difgracefull, firft to Iudge 
and Condemn the perfons, and afterward to have the matter exa- 
mined , or elfe a fear and jealoufie left upon the examination there- 
of by the word of God(which is a quick & powerful divider afunder 
of the Soul, and Spirit,and of the joynts, & marrow,and a difcerr er 
ofthe thoughts and intents of the heart) their ftandine (in reference 
to the worfhip of God)fhould appear falfe,and evilland the way by 
weh.they maintayn the fame. with a forcing of others thereto,fhould 
appear far worle; furely, the ftanders by, and fuch, whofe minds are 
dif-engaged inthe bufineffe will aptly conclude, and not without 
probable grounds, that the utmoft they can fay for themfelves , and 
to ftop the mouth of him that is contrary minded, lyes inthe Sword 
and power of the Magiftrate , which althongh it be a good Ordi- 
nance of God in this prefent evill World, to reftrain the oppreffor, 
and let the oppreffed goe free, and fo ‘approved and owned by 
-Chrift and alltrue Chriftians, incafe of wrong and wicked lewd- 
neffe, as Gallio expreffeth it,yet was it never appointed by Chrift,(to 
whom all power, not only in Earth, but alfo in Heaven, is commit- 
ted, and by whom all Earthly powers are to be judged , inthat day 
in which he fhall judge the World in righteoufneffe; I fay 1t was. 
never appointed by Chrift)to inform and re@tifie the minds and con- 
{ciences of men in the worfhip of God, in that great myftery of God- 
fineffe, and in thofe myfticall matters concerning the Kingdom of 
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likeneffe thereto, 


ced him to pay 5 pounds by the next Court of A fiiftants , or elfe to 
be wellwhipt. Whereupon the day following he inquired of the 


putin Bail for his appearance at the time aforefaid, and fo depart, 


Lae 2 ee 


he. 


sate (35) i eae 
ke forthwith putin Bail, and fo departed to vifit his Family » being 
diftan¢ from thence threefcore and ten miles. Hewasno fooner at’ 
home, but his Spiric was unfatisfied in what he had done. in leaving 
us behindin the Prifon, though with our confent and coun‘ell he 
did what hedid ; whereupon, leaving his Harveft upon the fpoyl , 
within a few dayes he returned to us again, and rendered his p:rfon 
unto the Keeper, who refufed it, faying, Since your departure I pers 
ceive your Sentence is, That you fhould not depart the Prifon, with- 
out either paying the money, or putting in fecurity for the payment 
ofit; wheretore now either you or your Surety muft pay it. To 
whom Brother Crandall replyed, you informed me otherwife before 
I went, and upon other termes I departed , wherefore for my own 
part i am refolved I will not payit, and for my Surety heis at his 
liberty, being no otherwife bound, than for my appearance, and here 
Iam, and am your Prifoner ; nevertheleffe when I was releaied, and 
turned out of Prifon, and could no longer upon that account there 
remain,I counfelled him to put the matter quite out of doubt where- 
fore he faid tothe Iaylor, Let me know what I fhalltruftro, for if 
-you accept me upon the tormer account, well, I fhall willingly carry, 
and.remain your Prifoner, but ifnor, I fhall now repair home with 
my Friend to my Family ; fo after che Jaylor had advifed with the 
Magiftrate, he friendly told him, If he would promife to appear at 
the time appointed, he would take his word, become his Surety, 
and he might be gone ; whereupon I being doubr‘ull, chongh he was 
confident.concerning the time(there being an other Court between) 
defired him to fend us certain word to the land, when that Court of 
Affiftants would be;fo having his promife,wethankfully accepted his 
kindneffe, & fo departed : And being at home we waited fora word 
from the Keeper for 2 return, but the firft word we heard: touching 
that matter,'was,that the Court was paft(which was thatCourt I {ufs 
pected) & that Brother Holmes had had his tryal by cruel {courgings, 
- & that thelaylor beingBrotherCraxdals Surety,by reafon of his non- 
appearance was conftrained to pay the money;hereupon not long af- 
‘ter Brother Crasdad went to Boffen, and charged the Jaylor with his 
mif-information, and neglect ofhis promife ; and moreover declared 
that he had told him, That being Innocent, he would not make him 
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felf a Tranfgreffor by chufing his punifhment, and therefore had > 
» refolved, as he alfo knew, not £0 pay thema penny; and further he wd 
told him, that there was no necefflity he fhould lay down the money, 3 hy 
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Printcipall was prefent, and was able through theftrength of Chrift 
to anfwer the penalty: and thus having argued the cafe with the 
Jaylor, he left him without any grounds of hope to have it repaid, 

nevertheleffe if advantage will be fo ftri€tly taken upon the Keepers: — 
miftake, neither Confcience nor Equity will fuffer us (it appearing 
to bea meer miftake, and no plotted thing ) not to fuffer him to bear 
ir, and thus it appears how a fecond came off, and efcaped a fceurg- 
ing: Now asconcerning the third, by name Obediah Holmes, what 
is laid to his charge this Sentence under their Secretaries hand 
(a Copy whereof is here under written ) will plainly expreffe, 


The Sentence of Obediah Holmes of Seacuck, the 31 of 
the sthM, 1651. 7 bart ce; 
Orafmuch as yor Obediah Holmes being come into this lurifdittion 
T about the 21 of the 5th AZ. did met at one William.Witters hon/e 
at Lin, and did hear privatly (and at other times being an Excommuni- 
cate perfon did take upon you to Preach and to Baptixe) upon the Lords 
day, or other dayes, and being taken then by the Conftable , and com= 
ming afterward tothe Affembly at Lin, did in aifrepett of the Ordi-~ 
narce of God and his Worfhip,keep on your hat; the Pafter being in Pray- 
er, infomuch that you would not give reverence ta vesting your hat, till 
st was forced off your head to the difturbance of the Congregation, and 
profeffing againft the Infliturion of the C burch, as vot being according. 
to the Gofpell of Lefus Christ, and tht you the faid Obediah Holmes: 
did upow the day following meet again at the fata William Witters, én: 
contempt to Authority, you being then in the custody of the Law, and did 
there receive the Sacrament, being Excomgaunicate, and that jon did 
Baptize fuch as were Baptized befores, and thereby did weceffarily de- 
ny the Bapti{m that was before adminiftredto be Baptifm , the Chur- 
ches no Churches, and alfo other Ordinances , and Atinifters, as ifall 
were a Nulitys And alfo did deny the lawfullne[s of Baptixing of [n= 
fants, and all this tends to the difbonour of God , the de(pifing thz or= 
dinances of God among us, the peace of the Churches , avd fedscin 4 
the Subjeéts of this Commonwealth from the truth of the Gofpel of Fe- 
{us Chrift , and perverting the [trait waies of the Lord ,the Court doth 
fixe you 30 pounds tobe paid , or fufficient fureties that the faid fum 
thall be paid by the firf? day of the next Court of Affiffants , orelfeto —— 
be well ehipt , aud that you hall remain in Prifon till it be paid, or fecne 
rity given in for tt. ) yee Ego tue 
. BytheCourt; ENCREASE NOWELL: 
Vi aaa 
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«And now becaufe his fufferings, and the fence which his Soul 
felt ofthe Lords Support, according to promife, is affe@ionately fet 
forth,and commended asa token of hislove , in a Letter written 
with his own hand ; and fent unto thofe that have obtained like 
precious faith in Loxdex, or elfewhere, whereby by an experiment 
which God hath been pleafed to give to him, and us, they may evi- 
dently difcern , that Iefus Chrift is in point of render compafiions 
crouching thole that confefs his name before the Sonnes of men , the 
fame to day that he was yefterday ; chat asyefterday ,fo to day ie 
maybe faid, as the fufferings of Chrift abound inus, fo our confolae 
tion alfo aboundeth by Chrift, fo that they which keep the com- 
mandements of God ,and Teftimony of Iefus Chrift, may be hereby 
 incouraged to fear none of thofe things which they fhall fuffer before 
they come , nor whenthey look them in the face, and begin the 
incounter with them, be foon weary and wax faint in their minds, 
but faithfully and hopefully expect (they fuffering forthe name of 
Chrift, and as Chriftians ) chatche {pirit of their Lord , and of | 
glory , fhall reftupon them. The words of his Letrer followeth. 


gyntothe Well beloved Brethres John Spilsbury , William Kiffin , 
and the reft that 1 London fland fast iv that Faith, and continue to 
walk fredfaftly in that Order of the Gofpel\hich was once delivered 
unto the Saints by Iefas Chrift. Obediah Holms 4x sxworthy wit 
- nefs,that lefus is the Lord, asd of late a Prifomer for Lefus fake at 
- Bofton, fexdeth greessng. ? 
Dearly Beloved and longed after, | 
% AY hearts defire is to hear from you,and to hear that you grow 
AV in grace, and inthe knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Ie- 
fus Chrift, and that your love to him ,and one unto another, as he 
hath given commandment , aboundeth, would be the very joy 
and great rejoycing of my Soul and Spirit; had I not been prevented 
by my beloved Brethren of Providence , who have wrot unto you, 
~ (wherein you have my Mind at large) and alfo. by our beloved 
Brother Clarke of Road-Iland , who may (if God permic ) fee you, 
and {peak with ou mouth to mouth, I had here declared my. felf 
~ inthat matter, but now I forbear; And becaufe I have an experi- 
mental! knowledge in my felf,that in members of the fame Body , 
while it ftands in union with the head, there is a fympathizing Spiric, 
* which paffech through, and alfo remain in each particular, fothat 
~~ @ne member can nuit mourn nor reloyee, but all che members are 
a gee a reas 
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_ to the Colony of the AZatharu/ets, with two other Brethren . % 
Brother Clark, being one of thet vere 
three were apprehended, carried to the prifon at Boffo , and fo to 
the Court, and were all fentenced 3 what they laid to my charge, 
you may here read in my fentence : Vpon the pronouncing of which 
as I went from the Bar, | expreft my ielf in thefe words. | bleffe 
God Iam connted worthy to fuffer for the name of Iefus: where- 
upon Jobx Hilfon (their Paftor as they call him) ftrook ae before 
- the Iudgment Seat, and curfed me, faying, The Curfe of God, or Ie- 
fus goe with thee; {o we were carried to the Prifon where not long 
_ after Iwas deprived of my two loving Friends ; ar whofe departure 
the Adverfary ftept in, took hold on my Spitic, and troubled me 
_ forthe fpace ofan hour, and thenthe Lord came in, and fweerly re- 
_leeved me, caufing me to look to himfelf, fo was I ftayed, and re- 
frefhed in the thoughts of my God; and al though during the time of 
my Imprifonment, the Tempter was bufie, yet it plealed God fo to 
ftand at my right hand, thatthe motions were but fudden, and fo 
_ vanifhed away; and although there were that would have payd the 
Money if 1 would accept it, yee I durft not accept of deliverance in 
fuch a way, and therefore my anfwer to them was, that alchousht I 
would acknowledge their love toa cup of cold Water, yet could I 
not thank them for their money if they fhould pay it; fo the Coure 


drew neer, and the night before I thould fuffer according tomy fen- — 


tence, it pleafed God I refted, and flept quietly ; inthe morning ma- 
_hy Friends came to vifit me, defiring me to take the ‘refrefhment of 
Wine, and other Comforts, but my refolution was not to drink 
Wine, nor ftrong drink that day untill my punifhment were over, 


and the reafon was, left incafel had more ftrength, courage, and . 


_boldneffe than ordinarily could be expected, the VVorld thould 


either fay he is drunk with new VVine, or elfe that the comfort 


and ftrength of the Creature hath carried him through , but my 
courfe wasthis : J defired Brother Jobe Hazell to bear my Friends 
company, and I betook my felf tomy Chamber, where | might 
communicate with my God,commit my felfto him,and beg ftrength 
from him; 1 had no fooner fequeftred my felf, and come into m 


Chamber, but Saban lets flie at me, faying,Remember thy felf, thy - 


birth, breeding, and friends, thy wife, children, name, and credit 


but as this was fudden, fo there came in fweetly from the Lord. as. 


fudden an anfwer, .*cis for my Lord, | mutt not deny him before the - 
Sons of men (for that is to fet men above him) but rather lofe all, 
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yea wife, children, and mine own life alfo: Tothis the tempter res 
plies, Oh! buethatis the queftion, isit forhim? and for him ae 

Jone 2 is it not rather for thy own,or fome others fake ?. thou hatft fo 
profeffed and practifed, and now art loth to deny it ; is not pride. 
and felf in the botrom? furely this cemptation was ftrong, and 
thereupon I made diligent fearch after the matter, as formerly had 
done, and aftera while there was even as it had beena voyce from 
Heaven in my very Soul, bearing witnes with my Confcience, that. 
it was not for any mans cafe or fake in this world, that fo I had pro- 
feffed and p:actifed, bucfor my Lords cafe, ‘and fake, and for him 
alone, whereupon my Spiric was much refrefht; asalfo in the 

confideration of thefe three Scriptures , which {peak ‘on this: 
wile, Who {hall lay any thing to the charge of Gods E lett ? Although 

walk throuch the valley and fhadow of Death 1 will fear xone evil, 
thy red and thy fraff they foal comfort me, Ande that continueth to 
to the end, the fawse (hallbe faved. Butthen came in the confiderati- 
on of the weakneffe of the Fleth to bear the ftrokes ofa whip, 
though the Spirit was willing, and herenponI was caufed to pray 
earneftly unto the Lord, that he would be pleafed to give me a {pirit 
of courage and boldneffe, a tongue to {peak for him , and ftrength 
of body to fuffer for his{ake, and not to fhrink or yeeld to the 
ftroaks, or fhed tears, left che adverfaries of the truth fhould there- 
upon bla‘pheme, and be hardned, and the weak and feeble-hearted 
difcouraged, and for this I befought the Lord earneftly, at length he 
fatisfied my fpirit, to giveup as my foul, fo my body to him, and qui- 
etly to leave the whole difpofing of the matter to him, and fo I 
addreffed my felfin as comely amanner as I could, having fuch a 
Lord and Mafter to-ferve in this bufineffe : And whenIheard the 
voyce of my Keeper come for me, évenccheerfulnefledid comeupon. 
me, and taking my Teftament in my hand, I went along with him 
to the place of execution , and after common-falutation there ftood; . 
there ftood by alfo one of the Magiftrates, by name Mr. Excreafe 
Nowell, who fora while kept filent, and fpoke not a word, and fo 
did I, expecting the Governours prefence, but he came not. But | 


after a while Mr. owed bad the Executioner doe his Office, then [ 
defired to fpeak a few words, bute Mr. Nowell anfwered, it is. not 

now atimeto {peak, whereupon I took leave, and faid, -Men, 
Brethren, Fathers, and Conntrey-men, | befeech you give me leave to ; 
fpzakafew words, andthe rather, becaufe here are many Speltators to 
fee me punifhed, and I ams to feal with my Blood, if God give flrength, 


Shee aire be bee ee NS 
. =) same aS sm m3) oe CAN i CH oy) 
ST wa =e URE BEER II 
She at : = Reieeees Geo 
. ‘< oN Le ae 
fine * 


eae ce. Ane x 


qN 


Sane a a ee Ee ee a qo ; 
SSS eS SS SSS oS SS —— 
“J j So SOF eho SE" eho Aig SEF a) j i 4 : ~O 
PIMC a ¢ ) iw et ‘tox oe SO Se Sch 


=o, 
pS 


12: 


2 


Awa 


* A wampan 
Pecgue is’ the 
fix h part: of a 
peany with us. 


i 

“as 77) . oy a eat VF on 52, > ae ~ 4 a 

fo AO SZ HO SF ho oho SH eho S77 Yeo SF eho add 
Bis (AAD ILE I La eI SS ht pi os = 


2d Pn OY2 Fan, OY eye SAG en WA em c ANP GP Gay 
A SAAR CANE 2) ARE 2 A 2) ae oa ll oT) Coad CAE AAS 
cones 


Wed et Neh A = 


‘brake forth, praying unto the Lord not, to lay this Sin fo their 
charge, and telling the people, That now I found he did not fail me, 
and therefore.now J fhould cruft him for ever who failed me not; 
for in truth,as the ftroaks fell upon me,] had fuch 2 fpirituall manife- 
ftation of Gods prefence, asthe like thereto I never had, nor felt, 
nor can with flefhly tongue expreffe, and the outward pain was fo 
removed from me, that indeed I.am notableto declare it to you, 
it was fo eafie to me, that I could well bearit, yea and ina manner 
feltit not, although it was grievous, as the Spectators faid, the Man 
{triking with all hts ftrengrh( yea {pitting on his hand three times, 


as many affirmed) with athree-coarded whip, giving me therewith 


thirty ftroaks ; when he had loofed me from the Poit; having joy- 
fulnefle in my heart , and cheerfulneffe.in my countenance, as the 
Spectators obferved, I told the Magiftrates, you have ftruck me as 
with Rofes; and faid moreover, Although the Lord hath made it 
pi me, yet I pray God it may not be laid toe your charge. Af- 
ter this many came to me,rejoycing to fee the power of the Lord ma- 
nifeffed in weak flefb;but finfull flefh takes occafion hereby to bring 
others in trouble, informs the Magiftrates hereof, and fo two 


more are apprehended as. for contempt of autherity, there - 


names were foha Hazell, and Jehan Spur, who came indeed and 
did fhake me by the hand, but did ufe no words of contempt or re- 
proach unto any; no mancan prove that the firft{poke any thing, 


and for the fecond, he only faid thus, Bleffed be the Lord; y et thefe 


two for taking mé by the hand, and thus faying after | had received 
my punif{hment, were fentenced to pay 40 fhilling, or to be whipt. 
- Both were refolved againft paying their Fine : Nevertheleffe after 
one or two dayes imprifonment, one payed Jobs Spurs Fine, and he 


wasreleafed , and after fix or feven dayes Imprifonment of Brother — 


Hazell, even the day when he thould have fuffered, an other payd 
his, and fo he efcaped, and the next day went to vifit a 


Friend about 6 miles from Boffon, where he the fame day fell 


fick , and within ro dayes he ended this li‘'e; when I was come to 
the Prifon, it pleafed God to ftirup the heart of an old acquaintance 
ofmine, who with muchtenderneffe, like the good Samaritan, 
poured oylinto my wounds, and plaiftered my fores.; but there was 


prefent information siven what was done, and inquiry made who — 


was the Chirurgion, and it wascommonly reported fe fhould be 
fent for, but what was done, Iyetknownot. Now thus it hath 
pleafed the Father of Mercies fo to difpofe of the matter, that my 


Bonds — : 


Bonds & Tmprifonments have beet hindetancé to the Gofpel, for 
before my rectirn,fome fubmitted to the Lord,and were baptized and 
divers were put upon the wayof énquiry ; And now being advifed to 
make mye cape by night; becatife it was réported that there were 
 Wartantsforth for me, I departed ; arid thie next day after, while 
_ Was onmy tourney; the Conftable came to feafch at the houfe 
| where I lodged, fol efcaped their hands, and was by the good hand 
of my heavenly Pather brought tome againto my neer telations ; 
my wite,and eight childrén,theBrethren of ourlown,and Providence 


pa ‘aken pains to meet me 4 miles in the woods, where we re- 


joyced together inthe Lord. Thus havel given you as briefly as { 
can, a truerelation of things: wherefore my Brethren rejoyce with 
mein the Lord, and give all glory to him, for he is worthy, to whom 
be praiie for evermofe,to whom I commit you, & put up my earneft 
prayers for you, that by my fate expérience, who have truted in 
God, and have not been deceived, you may truft in Kim perfely : 
wherefore my dearly beloved Brethren tfuftinthe Lord, afid you 
fhall not be afhamied, nor confounded, fo I alfo ref, a 
ay Chace Yours in the bond of Charity, 
| Obediah Holmes. - 


- Threethings would be well mindéd in this relation, 1 that God’ 
dve me Power:to confefs his name before the Sonnes of Men. 
2 That he kept my tongue that I did not fpeak evill of men , nor 
ofAuthority: | , 
-3 .That he gave ftrenieth to weak Fleth that it failed not. 

This Tragedy being thus acted in the face of the Country, muft 
needs awaken and roufeupthe minds , and fpirits of many, caufe 
fad thoughts to arife in their hearts, and to flow forth ac theit 
mouthes asmen offended, to fee Strangers -profefling Godlinef ; 
fo difcourteoufly uied, for no Civill Tranfgreffion , but meerly for 
C€onfcience, and that by their hands who pretended, that Liberty of 
Confcience was alfo the caufe of their fight , together with the o= 
ther tothe hazard of their lives by hard hearted, cruell, and fa-' 
-vage Barbariazs, and other miichiefs which a vaft, and howling 


Wilderneffe is aprto produce ; wherefore to ftopicheir mouthes 


and to lull them afleep, the old fubtile Serpent as his cuftome ever 
hath been, raifed upa cloud of difgrace , thinking thereby to dar-: 
ken the truth he profeft , and-toobicure the glory chat appeared 
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in his fufferings , piving out, chache was butan:Excommenicate, -) 
and fo anaccurfed perfon, and thaticwasvehemently fulpected , 
thathe was notorioufly given to chat filthy luft of uncleannefs, 
which God will judge , and that the fame washintedinopenCourt, 
and that by perfons of no mean credit; wherefore againe to: refift 
the adverfary who hath been a lyer from the beginning , and thereby 
a deftroyer and murderer , and to deliver the Children of truth 
at leaft from his fnare , whereby they might be taken captive at his 
will ,he drewup, and fent a letter unto the Governour of the 42- 
thatufets Colony, and defired it might be publithed fo that the Sons 
‘of Men, fo farasthe lye and flander might fpread, might be ac- 
quainted therewith. TheLetterfolloweth, ers 


The 12 ofthe 7th. M. st. To the Honoured 
re _ - Governour. | 

Honoured Sir , | - | | ‘as 
| Seen may judge of me, yetams I dayly waiting to fland 

CD before him who foall judge quick anddead , and now becinfe 1 am 
under reproach , andfen[are by many , and the more by reafon of fome 
words {paken by your felf, asthoxgh 1 were an evil perfon.in kife and - 
converfation , and although Im be accounted as a fool , yet bear 
me alittle to plead mine innecency , and I hope you will not too far cone 
demu me untill you bear me fpeak; Sir, I acknowledge only free grace, 
and that by bis power alone I have been kept, and what my life and 
manner of conver{ation was for fix or feven years While I Was with you 
I appeal to your felf, and the experiences you have had of me, and 
te your Elders , and tothe whole Church ; who ever repreved me of 
evill? andyerccommended me to ethers , and for four years time I ‘ 
walked with them at Rehoboth , who alfo fhoula have reproved me if 
under Sin; but when st pleafed the Lordto cawfe metohear hisvoice, 
and I feparated from thems , which was occafioned by an unrighteous 
AEE of theirs as 1. jndged, which Was , that fevenof the Brethren 
fhould pafs an Att ef Admonstson spon 4 Brother withont the Confemt 
of the reff , We being 23 in number , who might all in one hours {pace, 
ifinbealth, have come together , fe when I beard of st 1 went to Afr. 
Newman, and told him of the evill which he, andthe other fix had 
done, he told me they were the Church Reprefentative and if 4 of them 
had done it, ithadbeena Charch Ad ; when this comes tothe Con- 
gregation , With much 4 doc , be got five more to himfelf, and thenthey 
weret2, andwe eleven, then shey owned themfelvesro bethe Church, 
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dud fabefanite deal wish wie for faying, they bad abufed the Church . 
_ Gnd hadsosk from thene sheir power , wherenpon I told thens 1 fhoutd 
 wenounce thems, and net have any more fellow hip weth theme, rill ci- 


tothe nuwsber of feven, or eight fell off from them, and we met once « 
week, and every firft day, and {o continued for a. long fpace of tinse , 
jea and ths day was known when we intended te be Baptized, and there 
were many Witnelfes oblevving oxr F asth,and Order , and yet mot one 
Man or Woman of Hr.Newmans company that ever camse to.deal with 
mse for evsll , neither im Fudgmecst, nor Praftice, untill a long time af- 
ter that appointment of oxr Lord was difpencea; Thas I fay , When 
I had feparated frows thems , anda long time after, I ander ftood by their 
Meffenger that they intended so proceed againft me » fol defired the 
meffenger to rel mee for what evill, he toldme 1 fhanld tnow when I 
came there, fol fens exe of their own Brethren rotell thens from me, 
thengh | owned thems not as Brethren, yer sf any Man or Woman bad 
ought againft me, 1 wonld come to them, although they had wot dele 
with me according to any rule but mone came to me , nor charged we 
with any evill; and When upow occafios I came before all the C en gr en 
gation, and firangers , I demanded for What cafe it Was that they 
proceeded cgasnft me, feing I bad [ent se them before and no man acces 


juage of the evillin your ewn way , and that for my Excommunication 
as youcallit , I aby yon rendred that wicked perfon; as for the 
Sufpition of that woft aborssnable evill of uncleannefs, and Adultery , 
which many think I am gusley of, by reafon of [ome perfons [peeches , 
I defire to ble(s my Lord, Who bash canfed mse to deny all uncleanne{s 
and wickednefs , and God forbid thas 1 (heuld take the Members of 
Chrift,.and make thems the Members of an Harlot, and I challenge all 
Men and Women that dare fand before the judgmeent feat of the Lord, 
v0 come forth, and fay sf they ever beard unclean words proceed out of 
omy month, er any unfeenly gefture 5 wich lefs atlion, teany ix nay 
life at Salem, Seacunck, or elfwhere, yea let thes come forth be- 
Sore any to wacet mein private, or publick | xpon any friends reqneft 
without the Magiffrates Warrant ; but Irensemher my Lord Was calm 
ted Belzebub , and what though | b- called an Adulterer, or Watch a 
or Bla[Pbemser , and every one (aith what he pleaferh , yet I fand bea 
| fore the judgment of my Lord; And whereas st Was aifo reported 
«Baptized Geedwife Bowdith waked , I ble(s the Lord be bath rasghe 
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Max , or Woman isiy be dvotened s their Cloatkes, or baryed in earth. 
with their (deathes, but that foe had comly garments From the Crown 
af her bead to the fale of ber foot , many being prefent with ber bufom — 
bandcanteftifie. andif any ve picaled roréproach me behind my back; 


and wot tofpeak to my face, det them kuvote the.Lora kvows howto deli« 
ver the innocent. untowbamL commit my fclf, with my prayer sfor yous 
Ana 4D » Yours Hit asformerly to command in alt 

Se as  Lawfullthings: oe ee 
-nonvee i Obediah Holmes. ». 


Mi canes _ 5 Sim A ee Ae whe \< = yhthe Mee, “ah gem 
_ Whilft he Gtlirough the {pirit.of the Lord thatrefted upon him). 
bore thefe bloody-ftrokes with fo. cheerful a {pirit as if-he-felt them, 
not , divers o: the ftanders by, beholding,itwere fo.affectted with joy, 
that.when he was loofed could not forbear to cometo him, and ta@ 
fhake him by the hand, thereby-to manifeft. their réjoyeing with 
him,.that the Lord had fupported. him); but information hereok 
being given to the Magiftrates.5.« warrants were fent forth (as ts ren 
ported to the number of 13.) whereuponfome through fear-were 
fain to hide themfelyes, and being ftrangerss co haften away , or 
change their habit , two of them were. taken -as aforefaid , chatois 
co fay Joon Spar, andold John, Maxell and committed to prifor, 
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se. swe ab oghe Kegpen.on hig Qepetyeas i, cy iins aoe me 
“YT virtue hereof you.are to take into your.cujtody,.and fafe keeping, 
Dibe body of John Spur for abainous. offence by hits committeds 
her eof not.to fail. Dated the 5the of the ath. Afonth. 1651. Takeale 
fo into your fafe keeping ohn Hazelle.c.a BysheCouttsisiser hea J 
Pe igh on peoati ann oA MERE Aa Rie OLED | 


+ 
ee 


. Febn Spar profeft to me, and before. many Witneffes:, \ that. his | 
heart was fo taken with what he faw and heard, that.be could.nos 
but goto him, take him by the hand, and, bleffe the Lord.who 
had been fo -prefent with him, but, tofavyemea labor his own 
words here followeth. ste Sead 


Me. Cotron(faith he) in his Sermonimmediatly before the Court 
gave their Sentence againft M.Clark,ObediabHolmses andlahn Crate 
aut affirmed, that denying Infants Baptifm would oxerthrowall;.6 
this was acapitall offence; and therefore they were foul-murtherers; 


| John [neg SAUER REG OND 


when therefore the Governor M, 
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pats Sentence againfl'thei he faid thas, you deferve to dy, but th. 
_we agreed upon, that Mr.Clarke fhall pay 20 li. Fine , and Oocar & 

Holmes x0 |i. Fine’, and Jo. Cranaall 5 \t. Fine , and to remain in 
 prifon untill cheir Fines be either payed or fecurity given for them , 
or elfe they.are allofthem to be well whipped; When Obediah 

 Helmes was brought forth to receive his Sentence, he defired of 
the Magiftraces 5 that he might hold forth the ground of his pra- 
ctice; but they refufed to fet him fpeak, and commanded the 
whipper to do his Office ; then the whipper began to pull off his 
Cloathes, upon which Obediah Holmes ‘aid , Lord lay not this 
fin unto their charge; and fothe whipper beganto lay on with his 
whip; upon which Odcaiah Holmes faid, O Lord 1 befeech thee to 

_ manifeft thy power inthe weakneffe of thy Creature ; he neither 

‘Moving nor ftirring at all for the ftrokes , brake out into thefe ex- 
_prefitons, Bleffed and praifed be the Lord , and thus he carryed it 
totheend, and went away rejoycingly ; I /obx Spur being pretent, 

_ itdid cake fuch animpreffion in my Spiritto truft inGod, and to 

_ walk according’to the light that God had communicated to me, and 

_ not to fear what mancould dounto me; that I went to the man(be- 

ing inwardly affected with what I faw and heard ) and witha 

_ joyfull countenance took him by the hand when he was from 

the Poft, and*faid, praifed be the Lord; and fo I went along 
| with himto the prifon ; and prefently that day there was tnforma- 
- lomgiverrtothe Court what [had faid-and done; and alfoa war- 
rant-was prefently’sranted out that day to areft both my felf and 
John Hazel, which was executed onthe morrow morning upon us, 
| and.fo we were broughtto the Court and examined; the Gover- 
| nour asked me concerning Obediab Hiclmes, according as he was 


| informed by old MriCole, and Thomas Bureolph, of my taking of x 
| him bythe hand 5-and imiling} and I did chentreely declare what Pe 
) I did, and what 1 faid , which was this; Obedizi Holmes, faid], eN 
| I do look upon asa Godly man; and do affirm that hecarryed him- we 


felfas did become a Chriftian, under fo fad an affliction ; and his 
afflition did fo.affe@ my Soul, chat I went co bim being from 
_ the Poft, and faid ; bleffed'be the Lord , but faid the Governour 
7 what do you apprehend concerning the caufe for which he fuffered? 
my Anfwer was'y that J] am not ableo judge of it, then faid the 
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|. Governour,_ wewill deal with you as we have deale with him, 1 
faid unto himagain, Iamin the hands of God, then Mr. Simons ; 9: 
a Magiftratefaid', you shall know you are in the hands of Men, ee 
id ; E2 the i: 
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The neat day about one of the Clock I was fent for. again into the. 


Court, the Governour(being then about to go out of the Court A 


thereto was this, my praGtice and 
of God, for it is written.in Rom. 12. Be like affectioned one towards ae 


fervice , for any man.o pay a peny for me inthis cale; yet notwith- 


{tanding the Court accepted of his profer, and bid me be gone, ther. 


Tohw Spur. 


_ £———=— Cole being in the Market place, When Obediah Holmes 
came fromthe Whipping Poft , lohnS purcamse and met hins prefextly; 
laughing in hss face ,faying , Bleffed be God fer thee Brother , and fe 

did co With him , bawghing spon bins np towards the prifon , which was 


& 


very gricvons tome tofce him harden the wan in bis fin, and foewing 


such contempt of Asthority. by thas cariage , as ifhe had been ne iN 


jnjtly punijhed , and had fuffered as 4 righteous man, under 4 tyrane 


Bs as he 


Here followeth tlie teftimony of thofe thar came in againft me: 


nical Government” Depofed before the Conrt the 5th. ofthe 7th. M. 
MP ae: 5 


YOST. ioe Increafe Nowell. 


I Thomas Buttolph did fee 

fo focn as hecame fromthe W, 

going Along With him towards 
Arde 


Iohn Spur come te Obediah. Holmes 3 


ipping Poff, laughing in bis. face, and 


the Prifonto my great grief to fee bin 


n him in bis fin, aud te (hew {uch a contempt of Authority. Depe- 
fed the sth of the ath. Moth 16 51. Before the Conrt.. 3 


As for Jobs Hazell, co my. knowledge > although he had 


Increafe Nowell... 
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fear God nor reverence man, be aftonifhed at this ? if chis be todo 
to others as we would that others fhould do to us,’which is the 
Law and the Prophets, the command of Chrift and his Apoftles, 
let all erue Chriftians judge ; the Man being old did profeffe, asI 
_ was informed, Thac ifthey thould have laid the ftrokes upon him , 
>> they would certainly have killed him, which I know ceized not a 
little upon him, and how far what was done had influence into his 
death, the Lord onely knowes ; for as is before faid, the fame day 
be went forth, he fell fick, and within ten dayes he died ; The Lord 
grant that no part of his death may be laid to their charge, and that 
they may fee the exceeding greatneffe of the evill of chirfting after 

the blood of the Innocent, before the Lord come forth to avenge it, 

and as tothat {tory I fhall fay no more, but leave the Reader co his. 
own relation which partly in Prifon,and partly upon his death Bed,: 
as may be perceived,he wrote and left behind him , with an intent it 

fhould be publifhed. The relation followeth, writ and fub{cribed. 


with his own hand. 


A: Relation of my being bromghe before the ALagifrates the 6th of: she 
ath Moneth, 1 6 5: ks. | 


my ufe, was attached or arrefted by the Marfhall; by virtue of a 
. Warrant from the Court, to appear inthe Courr,andthere to an- 


, | Going from place to place, to buy and take up commodities for 
F3 {wer 
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next day being the laft day of the week , and the laft ‘day of “their - 
Court, was in expectatiomall the forenoon to be called forth, but 
was not, foafrer dinner, when (as it appeareth ) the Court was ri* 
fen, and fome.of the Magiftrates departed, Lwas fentfor again into? 
the Chamber, where was the Governor with three others, (et. Mr.’ 
Bellingham, Mr. Hibbins, and Mr. Eacreafe Nowell, as loon as was 
come into the room, the Governour-read my Sentence, which was; 
that I muft pay 404h. or belwell whipt,and fo inimediately he depare 
ted, and when he.was gone (for Icould not‘have time beforeylan— 
fwered, that defired.the privilege of an Englith Subject, which was’ 
to be tryed by the Country, to wit, a Jury, and to be made to appear’. 
(if they can) to be a Tranfgreffor by a Law: To which they faid, 1 
had: contemned:Aurhority, and they had a Lawto punith fuch;-ané- 
faid they, you did thew your contempt of Authority in that you did 
take fuch a perfon by the hand, as foon as he was from the Poft. To 
which I antwered; I could not doe that. which I did in°contempt- tor 
Authority, feeing he had fatisfied the Law to the full; and was de- 
parted from the place of fuffering; and in the next place’ whag T 
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meth, 1651 ate 
A Pojicript. Since I wrot, I underftand there is a report that I 
was willing to pay my Fine, and thatthe Magiftraces would not 
accept of it without I were willing. Gentle Reader, be pleafed to 
underftand chat chis is falfe, for ie was without my coafent or ap- 
probation ; And further underftand, That the Fine was taken by 
them, upon the profer of Mr. Bendall for Joh» Sour, it was willing- 
ly accepted by the Magiftraces, and approved of, although Jobs _ 
Spur did to their faces contradict ic, and oppofe ic; therefore good 
Reader beleeve not fuch reports. | a ns 
e | By me Jobs Hazel 


Now of what hath been fpoken in this Narrative ( Reader ) this 
is the fum. Ti Tee 
1 T Hou maift underftand chat the next morning after we three, 
being ftrangers ,were come to our friends houfe at Lin where 
welodged ( it being two miles out of the town ) we were perfu- 
ed and alfo apprehended by the Conftables under the name of er- 
ronious perions being {trangers , and by thac power were caried 
(afcer afull and clear manifeftation of our unfreenefs) untotheir 
Affembly , then.co Prifon, and after awhile were alfo brought 
before their ludgment feat ; in which two Affemblies, co which we 
were forced, they drew forth matter enough as they conceived te 
make us tranfgreflors, & thereupon proceeded to fentence us witlie 
out producing either Accufer , Witnefs , Iury, Law of God ,or 
man , whereby either we might appear to be guilty , orthey to be 
juft and juftified in cheir proceedings againft ‘us. ) 
2 After we were thus-perfued, and apprehended under the name 
of erronious perfons and ftrangers , and by their Court condem- 
aed and fencenced as Herericks or fcifmaticks, a motion being made 
by their Governour touching a-difcourte with their Minifters ; was 
readily accepted by us, and often repeated, and as often promifed 
bythem, but yet could not be obtained,as is here at large’ to be 
feen. ; La 3.2103 S57 ee 
3 Aithoagh through the mercifull hand of our'God upon us, we 
had wronged no man, corrupted no man, defraudedino man’, as 
he, together with our Confciences, then did , and itill ro this day 
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ybear us witnelS yet befides the exceeding preat lof and détri- 
ment otherwife fultained, ‘we had all no doubt met with as cruelf 
” Scourgings as his faichfull fervants of old, had not the provident 
hand of our God fo difpofed che hearts of fome: of out friends to 
lay down our ranfome; by which two did efcape ; and this did evi- 
dently appear in the third who came under their zealous, yet met= 
cilefs hands, and received from them 50 ftripes above che reftraine 
ofthe ews, as writers report, yea and fuch entertainment no 
doubt fhould ftrangers or Angels from Heaven , yea Chrift Jefus 
himfelf have received at cheir hands, if chey could effe@ it, in cafe 

they thould have come among them,and not fubmicted,(as it is not 
poflible they fhould ) unto that golden, and g'orious Image or 
likenefs of the worfhip and way of God appointed by Chrift which 

they have fet up. 

- 4 When this faichfull Martyr and Witnefs, chat Chri is the 

Lord, had burnthisfourfcore and ten {tripes cruelly laid on, not 

only with a patient mind, but wich an exceeding great joy of the 

holy fpirit , as the {pectators could not bur difcern, and wasloo- 

fed from the Poft , and was going to Prifonagain, fome being in- 

wardly moved with joy in beholding the gracious fupport which 

the Lord afforded him (as cthey have affirmed ) could not forbear 

to take him by the hand , for which thing fake two of them were 

apprehended & fentenced to pay each of them 40s or els be whipts 
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Let theA Cors themfelves,and all chat perufe their practice fur cau- BPC 
tions fake confider , whecher the {pirit by which they are led thus Be 
to act. be not very like unto , tf not the fame which is feen , Revel. po 
13: Alling the fecond Beaft that a>ofe wp out of the Earth which bad a 
two horues like a Lamb , yet fpake like a Tirages , ana exercifed all wo 


Ha? ae 


the power of the firft Beaft that was 6 fore him, caufeda lively Image 


to be made uxto bm, and forced the Earth andthem that dwel . berc- : Be 
in, both {mall and great, rich and poor, free and bond,:0 Wworfsip his I= - Bax 


mage, andthat noman might buy, or fel, fave ke, that had the 
marke y or the name , or the number of his vam-. . Here is Wil- 
‘dom ! and fet fuch as defire from their hearts to live Godly ia 
-Chrift lefas , and do as really expec to fuffer with Chrift in this 
prefent evill World, as they do to reign with him in that ‘good 
World which yet isto come, let fuch Ifay confider, and bear fill 
‘in mind thefeexpreffions, Revel. 13. 10. He that leadeth into Ca;- 
tivity (hall go into ( ‘aptivity y be thar killeth with the Svord mult be 

‘killed with the Sveord 5 bere is eS patience and fuithof the S oe 
| Ua Take,” Sy eV. 
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. Reverae 11> did they overcame him by the blond of the Lamb, — 
and by the Word of their Teftimany, and they leved not their lives unto 
the dcath. : . ; i 


And they crye 
thes aot judge and avenge o4 bloadon them that dmel cn the Earth 
CHL- . . ee 

Rev. 20. 4. ated} faw the Souls of vhem that were bebcaded for 
the Witnels of leles , and for the Word of God, and which had not 
wor fhiped the Beaft, neither bis Image , neither had received the 
marke #oan their foxchiads,, or inthoir hands , and they lived and 
reigned with Chr ft a thoufand yours. 

‘And now fora{much asit was boldly affirmed bya Solicitor for 
New- England, and thavin the Councell Chamber before that ho- 
nourable Committee there affembled in Councell, that menin 

- New- England might freely injoy theit undérftandings, and Con- 
{ciences, provided they walk civilly among them, and that they that 
(affered of ate , did not fuffer for their Confciences but for fome 
mifdemeanor , thereby endeavouring to poffefs thofe noble brefts 
with that which is falfe ; therefore! think ic neceffary ( both for 
the Vindication of truth , and tothe end chat {uch worthy perions 
may not be taken with, or deceived by fuch unworthy reports, fo . 
as to be drawn to countenance perions that walk ina way that they 
are afhamed in plain and open terms to profefs , andacknowledge, _ 
for thefe ends J fay I think it neceffary to produce their Laws, at 
Jeaft fuch as fpeak-to the matter in queftion, whereby thefe two 
things will plainly appear. SOE ae s ; 

+ That: they thac-wilk not, or elfe in Confcience towards. 

‘God cannotconform to their worfhip, or fufpend the wor- 
fhip:of God as their Souls are perfwaded, are by the au- 
thority of their Lawsto bé forced to the one, and reftrained from. 
theother, and thatthe Magiftrate is thereby not only juftified in, | 
but alfo injoyned-unto., fuch a proceeding againftthem , although 
the men otherwife walk:not only as civilly or foberly as themielves, 


but alfo righteoufly, and Godly in this: prefent evill, World, and : 


are fuch indeed: asare a Law tothemfelves. htt als : 
2 Although they have Laws thus to proceed:to force allito their 
worfhip,& to reftrain thofe that differ from them , from that wor-~ 
fhip to which their Souls.are perfwaded,. yet in.our cale-they.were - 
Wi : bi a ae, ee 
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fo Far tranfported with zeal, that, what they did unto us » they did | 
without Law , yea againft thofe Cautions which their own Laws. 


_ have provided. 
Certain Lawes eftablifhed in the Colony of the Matharwlers 71 
New-England, and drans# forth(4y conftraint )to prove that the Au- 
| thority there eStablifhed cannot permit men, thouo h of never foct il! 
Sober , and peaceable a Spirit axd Life, freely to enjoy their under- 
e franding sand confciences nor yet to live, or come among them, unle (fe 
they can doe as‘they doe, aud fay as they [ay,or elfe {ay nothing, and fo 
may aman live at Rome alfo. 


§ That no mans life fhall be taken away; no mans honour or good 
#® name fhall be ftayned; no mans perion fhall be arrefted_ reftrain- 
ed,bantfhed difmembred nor any wayes punifhed; no man thall be 
deprived of his wife or children; no mans goods or eftates fhal! be 
taken away from him; nor any wayes indamaged under colour of 
. Law or countenance of Authoritie, unleffe it be by vertue,or equity 
_ pf fome expreffe Law of the Country warranting the fame, eftabli- 
fhed by a General Court.and fufficiently publifhed; or in cafe of the 
defect of a Law in any particular cafe,by the word of God. And in 
capital! cafes, or in cafes concerning difmembring, or banifhment, 
according to that word to be judged by the General Court. fee p.1. 

For the {uppreffiny of Anabapts ts. , 

It is ordered by this Court and Authority thereof, that if any per- 
‘fon or perions within this Jurifdiction fhall eicher openly condemn 

or oppose the baptizing of Infants,or goe about fecretly to feduce o- 
thers from the approbation or ufe thereof, or fhal! purpofely depart 
the Congregation at the adminiftration of that Ordinance; or fhall 
deny the Ordinance of Magiftracy, or their lawfull right or authc- 
-rity.to make war,or punifh the outward breaches of the firft Table, 
_and fhallappear to che Court wilfully and obftinately to continue 
therein, after due means of conviction, every fuch perfon or perfons 
fhall be fentenced to Banifhment. i. fee pag.2. 

Againft Blesphemy, being a capital tranforefsion, 
It is ordered, that if any perfon within this furiidicdtion,whecher 
~ Chriftian or Pagan, fall wittingly an willingly prefume to BLAS. 

-PHEME the holy Name of God, Father,Son, or Holy-Ghott,with 


| I: is ordered by this Court, and the Authority thereof , 
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pede vcicottonranicapelclieak high-handed blafphemy, either by 
wilful! or obftinare denying the true God, or his Creation, or Go- 
vernment of the world: or fhallcurfe God in like manner, -or re- 
proach the holy Religion of God, as ifit were but a politick de- 
vice to keep ignorant men in awe ; or fhall utter any other kind of 
Blafphemy of the like nature and degree, chey fhallbe put to 
- death. Lev. 24.15,16. Seep.s. - boyy ee 
‘Toraife money fo Publick, charges in Church and CommmWealth 
Ic is ordered by this Court, and the Aurbority thereof chat every 
Inhahicanc thal henceforth contribute to all charges both inChurch 
& Comonwealth whereof he doth or may receive benefit : and eve- ° 
ry fuch Inhabitant who fhal not voluntarily contribute proportio- | 
nably to bis ability with theFreermen of the fameTown toali comon . 
charges, both Civil and Ecclefiaflical, fhall be compelled thereto by 
affefiment and diftrefs tu be levyed by the Conftable or other Off- 
cer of the Town as in other cafes: and that the lands andveftates of 
all men (wherever they dwell) fhall be rated for all Town charges 
both Civil and Ecclefiaftia! as a‘orefaid, where the landsand eftates: 
fhall lye : cheir perfons where they dwell. Seep. 9. 
Lawes Ecclefiafticall. | 
1 Ailthe people of God within this Jurifdidion , who are not 
ina Church way, and be orthodox in judgement, and got {canda- 
lous in life fhall have full liberty to gather themfelves into aChureh . 
eftate, provided they doe ir in a Chriftian way, with due obfervati- 
onto the rules of Chrift revealed in his word. Provided alfothat 
the General Court doth not, nor will hereafter approve ef any fuch 
‘companies ofmen as fhal! joynin any pretended way of Church 
fellowfhip, unlefs they fhall acquaint the Magiftrates and the El- 
ders of the neighbour Chutclles where they intend to joyn, and 
hive their approbation therein. “eRint , 
_ 2 And it is further ordered, that no perfon being a member Of any 
Church which flall be gathered without the approbation of the 


Magiftrates and the faid Churches, fall be admitted to the Free- 
‘dom of this Common- wealth. 


3 Every Church hath alvo free liberty to excercife all the Ordi- 

nances of God according to the rules of the Scrip ure. PES 

4 Every Church hath free liberty of election, and ordination of 

all her Officers from time to time. «Provided they be able, pious and 

- orthodox. Now the queftion is who fhall judge of thefe words,of 

reftraint, Chriftian way, rules of the Scripture, word of God, able 
and erthodox. A i . 
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13 That ifany Chriftian (fo called) within this Turifdi@ion fhall 
contemptuoufly behave himfelf coward the Word preached, or the 
_ Meffengers thereof called to diipenfe the fame in any Congregati- 
on;when he doth faith‘ully execute his-Service & Office therein, ac- 
cording tothe will and word of God either by interrupting him in 
his preaching, or by charging him falfely with any errour which he 


* 


hath noc taught inthe open face of the‘Church : or like a fon of Ko- 


rab catt upon his true dodtrine or himfel"any reproach. to the dif- 
honour of the Lord Iefus who hath tent him, and to the difparage- 
ment of that his holy Ordinance,and making Gods wayes contemp- 
tible and ridiculous: that every fuch perfon or perfons ( whatfoe- 
ver cenfure the Church may paffe) fhall for the firft fcandal be con- 
vented and reproved Openly by the Magiftrate at ome Lecture, and 
--bound tocheir good behavtour. And ifa fecond time they break 
forth into the likecontemptucus carriages, they fhall either pay 


five pounds tothe publick Treafurie ; or ftand two hours openly | 
—upona block or ftool, four foot high, on a leQure day, with a Pa- 


per fixed on his breft, written in Capitall letters [ ANOPEN AND 
OBSTINATE CONTEMNER OF GODS HOLY ORDINAN- 
CES |] thatothers may fear and be afhamed of breaking out into 
the like wickednefs. 
14 Ttis ordered and decreed by this Court and Authority there- 
of, That wherefoever the mintftry of the word is eftablithed ac- 
cording to the order of the Gofpell throughout this lurisdiction, 
“every perfon fhall duely refortand attend thereunto re:pectively 
‘upon the Lords dayes, and upon fuch publick Faft-days, and dayes 
ot Thank{giving as are to be generally Kept by the appointment of 
_ Authority : and ifany perfon within this lurifdiction fhall without 
juft and neceffary caule withdraw himfelf from hearing the publick 


miniftry of the word, after due means of conviGion ufed , he fhall — 


forfeit for his abfence from every fuch publick meeting 5 fhillings. 


All fuch offences to be heard and determined by any one Magittrate 


er more from time to time. | 

15 Itis ordered by this Court, That the civil Authoritie here efta- 
blifhed hath power and fiberty to fee the peace, ordinances and 
rules of Chrift to be obferved in every Church according to his 
‘word. &salfo to deal with any church-member in a way of civil 
juftice notwithftanding any church relation, office, or intereft; fo tr 
be done ina civiland not in an ecclefiaftical way. Nor fhall any 
chureh cenfure degrade or depote any man from any civil dignity, 
| ch OMd B' | MO 3 office 
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- office of authority he fha 
— Iris ordered, that from henc 
eftates of any kind whatfoeve 
common charSes whatfoever, either for the Church, Town or Co~ — 
mon-wealth in the fame place where the eftate is fromtime to. 
times / fee pag. 18, 19, 206 
e Herefie. | 
Although no humane power be Lord over the F aithand Confciences 
of Men, acd therefore may nat conftrain them ta beleeve or profefs. 
againft ther Con/ciemces : yet becaufe [uch as bring in damnable 
herefics, tending to the (ubver ion of the Chriftias Faith, and de« 
frtuttion of the foules of men, ought duly to be reftrained from {uch 
notorious impiety, [¢ is therefore ordered and decreed by this 
Court fF j 
That ifany Chriftian within this Iurildi@ion fhall go about 
to fubvert and deftroy the chriftian Faith and Religion, by broachs - 
ing or maintaining any damnable herefie; as denying the immor- 
tality of the Soul, or the refurrection of the body, or any fin to be 
repented of in the Regenerate, or any evil done by the outward 
man to be accounted fin; or denying that Chrift gave himfelf a 
Ranfom for our fins, or fhall affirm thatwe are not jaftified by 
his Death and Righteoufnefle, but by the perfection af our own 
works ; or fhall deny the morality of the fourth comandement, or 
fhallindeavour to feduce others to any the herefies aforementio- 
ned, every fuch perfon continuing obftinate therein; after dug 
means of conviction, fhall be fentenced to Banifhment. fee pag. 24. 
Difturbing of Churches. - 

Ic is ordered and decreed by this Court,and rheAuthority thereof, 
That if any perfon;whether in Church-fellowship or not , fhall goe 
aboutto deftroy or difturb the orders & peace of theChurches eftar - 
blithed in this Iurifdi@ion,by open renouncing theirCbhurch.Hftate, — 
or their Miniftry, or other ordinances difpenced in them, either 

- upon pretence that the Churches were not planted by any new Ar 
poftles, or that ordinances are for carnall Chriftians, or babes in 

-Chrift, and not for {piricuall, or illuminated perfons,or upon any c- 
ther fach like grounded conceit,every fuchperfon,who thal be found 
culpable herein, after due means of conviction, fhall forfeit to the 
publick Treafury forty thillings for every moneth,fo long as he con- 
tinues in that his obftinacy. | vk alive tk : 
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., Thatnoman thall be beaten with above forty ftripes for one 
Fact ac onetime. Nor fhall any man be punifhéed wich Whipping, 
except he have-not otherwife co anfwer the Law, unlefle his crime 
be very fhamefull, & his courfe of life vicious & profligate.tee’p. so, 


a 


The Teftimony of John Clarke; Obediah Holmes 
dad john Crandall, Prifoners as Botton 21 N eR a ue 
“lana, comeerning ihe faith and order of ihe G ofpel of Chyraff 
Jéfus the Lord, ‘as the {ume was laid down tn four Conch); 
ons, and proffered to be opénly and publikly defende | azatnlt 


& 


2 


all gain-fayers 5 whea none would come forth thus to oppofe 
at: now agata by the aforefad John Clarke revidwed, piy- 
ticularly, and (irthy examined by the word of God, and 

Ae(bewony-of Lefus, amd thereby, ( asts bere at large to be 
fee2) coaftrmed ana juftifyed, 
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The firft Conclufion: 
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[ ¥ Teftifie tbat Tefus of Nazareth, whom God hath raifed from 
the dead, 1 made beth Lord andChrift ] you may fee this tefti-. 


CPR 


mony clearly, and plentifully witneffed and confirmed by the Scrip- . | x 
tures of Truth ; for Firft, that God raifed him from the dead, ap- oF 
pears by the teftimony of 1'z chofen Witnefles, Ads 2. 24. 32. This ™_ 


_ Jefas, fay they; hath'God raifed up, whereof we are Witneffes, fo 
alfo.chap. 3.15. And being alive again he was feeen of above 500 
Brethren at once being faithfull Witneffes, Children that will not 

le, feer Corts. 6 And'laft of all he was {een of Paw/, whom he 

~  fenttothe Gentiles, fee 1 Cor. 15.8. As 22.18.21. And this is 
|. layd by Pastas the foundation of the hopeofthe //raet' of God, 
that they fhall:be raifed, and fhalliharein that glory that hall 
then be revealed’; yea it is that word of Truth(as Peter witneffech). 
by which the Father of mercies doth again beget lich as had finned 

& faln fhort of the glory.of God, & were without hope,unto a live- 

ly hope of the glory of God, in‘an inheritance , incorruptible and 

undefiled, chat fadect not away, and is referved tn heavéa for them, 
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feet Pet 1.324. And in the fecond place , that God hath made ; 
this lefus whom he hath raifed from the dead,both Lord andChrift, 
fee it alfo confismed Ads the 2d, the 36. 10 36» 2 Cory 405 
Als 18. 5. eres 3 She Ree 
C T Bai lefoe I fay is the Chrift , tn Englifh, tbe Anointed Que, | 
biuhaname above every name ‘J that he ts not onely fatd to be 
a Chrift and an Anointed one, which, although it bea name of 
eminency among men, yet may there be found many, both before 
che time of Reformation, and fince, upon whom this worthy name 
of Chrift, or Anointed one may be worthily called. as were thofe 
names of eminency among the / frael of old, as King , Prieft, and 
Prophet, and fuch as being wafhed inthe blood of the Lamb are 
atfo Anointed, and made Kings and Prieftsunto God, and Pro- 
phetsto men c mpare the 2 Cov. 1.21. 1 /o.2. 276 With Rev. 5° 
40.19.10; I fay heisnot onely a Chritt, but that he might ap-. 
ear in this eminent name to have the preheminence , he is called 
che Chrift, (ee Afark 8. 29> Jo.11+27. 6 69. 20. 31. which in 
Engli(his the Anointed one, as will appear, 1 Jo. 41. We have 
found, faith Andrew to Simon, che Melia, being the Hebew 
word, which being interpreted into the Greck, Language » is, 
é ypiste, or the Chrift, butrendered in Enelijh as inthe margent, 
is the Anointed, and hence he ts called in the 9 Lk. 20. the Chrift 
of God, or inmore plain Eng Zi, the Anointed of God, {uitable to: 
this are {uch expreflions of the {pirit of God, in the Scriptures of 
truth, asthefe; Him hath God Anointed, and that with the oyl 
of gladneffe above his fellowes, fee dis 4..27- 10. 38. 1 Heb. 9. 
And that he hath a name above every name doth evidently appear; 
for it pleafed the Father that in him fhould all fulneffe dwell, yea, 
all the fulneffe of che God-head bodily, that in all chings, or asit 
is in the Margent, among all, he might have the preeminence, fee 
Coll. 14 18,19+ 2.9» 10 Phi. 2.9. Wherefore ( faich the Apoftle) 
God hath alfo highly exalted him,and given him a name above eve- 
ry name, he hath a tame above the Anointed, Kings, Priefts, and 
Prophets of old, they being but types and fl adowes of him, and 
yet were the higheft names in //raed. which was.aPamily that had 
a name above all the Families of the Earth; and fo a name above 
all che names on the Farth: and yet this isnot all, for he hath a 
name above all Principalicy, and power, and might, and domini- 
on,and every name chat is named, not in this world only, but alfo in, 
shat which is is tocome, Epes 1620721, 220 Phi, 2-10, TI. c- 
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made to perform 
High Prteft to ma 
God through him. | | 
Touching the nature of the attonement, itis not amiffe to confi- 
_der, that what was by this word attonement expreft under the firft 
T eftament, while that Priefthood ftood, hath been fince under the 
adminiftration of the laft Teftament,that is eltablifhed upon better 
-promifes than that, been. expreft more frequently by the word Re- 
conciliation, and therefore the word that in the 5 Rom. 11. is rene 
dered attonement, is in 2 Cor. 5-18, 19. and inall other places 
tranflated by the word Reconciliation; Now Reconciliation does 
pre-fuppofe an eftrangedneffe, or enmity rather, between two par- 
ties, andifthe parties were men, peradventure there might be- 
found aman to mediate; but che enmity lies not fo much between 
‘man and man, or between men and Angels, good or bad, but be- 
tween God and man, the Creator and the creature, and who ts he 
in Heaven, or in Earth, chat dare interpofe, or ftepin to make a re- 
_-conciliationsbetween thefe two ? yea, who can cffect it? efpecially 
if we confider that the enmity on the creatures partis rooted in his 
mind, and cannot be eradicated (I had almoft fayd, and yet I 
think Ifhall not need to retract it) by the powerlull hand of 
God himfelfe ftretcht forth in his wrath , bis mind ftill re- 
maining, as indeed doth notably appear out of the mouth of 
‘the Lord himfelf, by the hand of bis Prophet //a7,$7+ 16,27. 
For the iniquity of his covetoufneffe, was I wroth, and fmote 
“him; hid me, and was wroth, and he went onfrowardly in 
the way of his heart. . So fee it'confirmed alfo in Rev. 16. 9. 
ti. 2%. when the wrath of God breaks forth with an age 
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“great ‘Plague, then fhall you mén blafpheming the 


‘blood of that Covenant as an-unholy thing: So that from 


wrath of God is revealed from Heaven, apaintt all ungodli-. 
‘nefle, and againft all unrjghteoufneffe of the Sonhes of Men, 
and ‘that his word is ‘gone forth and cannot be recalled: ‘In 
the day thac chou ‘eateft thereof, thou fhale ‘furely dye; and 
the Soul ‘that finneth, ic fhall dye; ‘and éurfed ‘is every ‘one 
‘that continueth noe in all things that are writteh in ‘the Law 
to doe them, fo that. his Wrath, luftice, and Truth are all 
_ €ngagedin this main cofitroverfie that he hath with his ‘¢rea- 
ture, and by reafon thereof, he will not be pleafed with thou- 
fands of Rams, nor yet with ‘ten thdufand Rivers of Oy! 5 
&c, And therefore if the queftion be asked who is’ worthy, 
Or who is able to ftand between God and Man, ‘to make the at- 
tonement, to flay the enmity, and fo to make peace? The ant- 
wer will be the fame, That no man (that ismeerly fo, ‘no’ nor 
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| 
was in their minds, by them I fay) not ‘to expectto make their | 
| own peace with God ; and although ittstrue they have liberty to *. 
enter into the holieft, yet itis bythe blood of jefus, and by a new +x 
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‘pure water ; and alchough being in the holy prefence of God , oF 
they may, asthe Priefts ‘of old, offer up prayers with ftrong oa 
cryes for themfelves, and others, yet muft they be offered upon the ye 
“golden Altar that is before the Throne, and mutt be mingled, bs 
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| that is inthe Angell of the Covenants hand, and the {moke ofthe icons 
| incenfe. muft afcend with their prayers before'God out: of the 
Angels hand ? Rev.8. 3,4 fo chat in this point they are nothing, yea i, 
lefle,and worfe than nothing ; but Chrift is the very power of God ‘ 
in this point, the fubftance of all thofe fhadowes, and what he did a 
in reference to the. work of attonement, and reconciliation;he doth he 
it fubftantially and effe@ually, both on Gods part and mans; for De 
he hath both natures in himfelf, and by reafon thereof is an apt pe 
‘Mediator fit'to’interpofe between both to make reconciliation ; ®) 
_ for he is declared to be the Son of God, wholly ‘without fin , con- \ 
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“Gat Gn ect aa 
‘fecrated with an oath of God to bea Prieft for that purpofe for ever, 
Heb. 7.21. comp. with 27. 28. who by the ecernall {pirit of God of- 
fered up himfelf without fault to God his Futher,the juft for the unnjult, | 
fo that by one off-ring,he hath confecraced for ever them that are 
fandtified , fo that chere is no more need of offering for fin, fee Zeb. 
9.4. comp. with 10, 14, 19. and is now entred, not_into the Ho'y. 
places made with hands, bucinto Heaven, to appear in the fight of 
God for thofe that beleeve through him, and nor with che blood. 
of others, but withhis own blood, whereby their confciences are 
purged from dead works to ferve the trae and the living God, fee 
Heb 9. 26.14. yea, and there remaineth, and is fer down at the - 
right hand of the throne of the Majefly in the highcft, being the me- 
mediator of:hat becrer covenant , even thac which 1s eftabl:fhed 
Heb. t. 3. ypon the beft. and abfolute free promifes, which are to pardon their 
si enmity, and iniquity, and co remember ther: fin no more, to write his 
Lawes in their hearts, and to be to them a God, and to undertake 
that they (hall be to him a people ;fochat as God was in Chiift 
Hicb. 8. 6. reconciling the world to himfelf, not imputing their trefpaffes un- 
"a7? eo them: fo in the miniftry of reconciliacion Chrift is by his 
“ Spirit in man fhedding abroad che love of God in his heart, and 
thereby flayiag his enmity, by which means he ts reconciled to God: 
fo thac whom he bieffeth , being the High Prieft and Ciptain of 
our falyation, fhall be bleffed indeed ; fee Ads 3. 26. By all 
which it doth appear to be a truth, that chere is none to him in point 
of atronement co make reconciliation between God and Min. 
And now that there is none wicn him in that great work , neither 
peifon, nor fervice, is alfo asevident. Ged the Father hath de- 
~figned htm alone in that -bofineffe, that no Fiefh might glory 
in his prefence, fee Adés 4. x16 12. 1 Tim 2. 56 Colloff. 1. 20, 
t Cor. 1. 29. And Pal tels che Galatians, who were about to 
joyn circumcifion,and fo works with Chrift in this point of acceptance 
with God, that chen Chrift fhould nor profit them, and that they were 
faln from grace, fee Gal. 5. 23. | 
rs 5 is the Anointed Prophet , none tobim in point of Infirne 
 Ettom ‘hom "3 eae ses 
Thar he is the Acointed Prophet, or a Prophet Anointed with the 
Spirit of Prophecie above his fellow Prophets, snd « Teacher immedi- 
ately fent ftom God from Heaven, fee Joy. 17. Luke 24.19. Heb. 
1. 9. Leh. 3. 2-13-6038 -£6.28. 3 , 


And that there is no Prophet to him , will evidently appear; forall — 
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the other Prophets of God were fat as did bear witnefs to him, or A&.19.43 
were types ofhim, yea AZofes and Elas, thofe two great Prophets; Jo. !+ 45: 
lay themfelves low that he may be exalred; wherefore De#r. 18.15. 
1( faith the Lord by the hand of AZo/es ) wiil raifethem tpa Pro- 4q.,41 
i i cts 2.21, 
phet from among their Brethren like urto thee, and will put my 7, 37, 
words in his mouth, & he fhail {peak unto them all that I fhail com- 
mand him , and it fhall co nero pafs, that’ whofocver will not bear- 
ken unto my words which he {hall {peak in my nime. I will require 
icofhim. Ard /ob. 3.30,31. Hemufticcreafe ( farch Joba the Bip- 
tit , who came in the fpirit of Blsas , and was, faith Chrift, more a 
than a Prophet , fo that among thofe that were borne of Women be- ae 
forehim there wasnota greater) and I muft decreafe; he thatygach, 11 
cometh from above (faithhe ) tsaboveall, hethacis of the Earth rs,12, 135 
is Earthly , and fpeaketh of the Earth, he chat cometh from Heaven 14. 
isabove all , and what he hath fees and heard, tha: he reftificch, and 
no manreceiveth his Teftimony ; he chat hach recetved his Teit:mo- 
ny hath fec co his ieal cha: God is true , for he whom God hath fene 
fpeaketh the words of God, for God giveth not,the Spirit by mea- 
{ureuntohim; andasthefe great Prophets thus witneis to Cant, 
fo the voice that ishcard from Heaven by James, Cepbas, and 
John,-do confirm their teftimony , chat there is no Prophet to hin, for 
when upon the Mount, Afofes and Elia appeared talking with 
Chrift , and Peter would have three Tents or Tabernacles, one — 
for Chrift ; one for AZofes , and another for Eas , that fo no doubt 
at fome times , andin fomecafes, he might be hearkning.to chem , 
immediataly upon the motion , and as an evident maniieftation ofa 
diflike therecf, they both vanifhed, and a cloud overthadow d them 
all, and Chrift being the Prophet only remaining , there comes a 
voice out of the cloud which faid, This is my wel-belovedSon in whom 
[am well pleafed, hear ye him; A/at. 17.5, 657. And now that 
rhere is none to him in point of inftruétion , will alfo appear with ref- 
e& both to the matter and efficacy. 1 For the matter.of inftructi- 
on, he that cometh from above being alfe in the bofome of the Fa- 
ther, muft needs be above all in his matter of inftru&tion , for what 
he hath heard and feen inthe Fathers bofome’, that he Teftifies, and 
fpeaketh the very words of God , yea declareth and maketh known 
God himfelf, being the brighe breaking-forth of the Fathers glory a 
-which wasthat which “ofes , that great Prophet did fo much defire 
to behold, and could not obtain it ; and hence ics , chat ic is faid his 


hearers were altonifhed at his Doctrine , concluded no man ever 
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32534. Heb. 1. 3, Exe. 33-18, 27+ Aat. 7-28.10 7. 46.10. 6 68. 
fo. 14.26. & 16.12,13,14. And as forexcellency of matter, 
fo for efficacy and powerfull infiru@ting,there 1s neneto him in point, 
of ingtruction , for he itisin whofe hand isthe Key of David, and 
he openeth the heart co underftand the {criptures ; and to thew a 
lively experiment of his powerfull inftru@ting , when he was here up- 
on Earth, he paft by the wife and learned Rabbies, and called the illice- 
xateand foolifh Fifhermen , and to thisday.doth choofe nor man 
wife, nor many learned, butthe poor foolith and defpifed ones, 
that as a-teacher-he may fhew: his abilities, thereby giving un- 
derftanding to the fimple , {peaking words of light , and life, 
and foirit to them, and by them to confound the wife , and 
fearned, and mighty; yea he indeed 1s the light of the Gentiles which 
- fate ( and ftill in a great meafure fic ) in darknefs, and is thae 
crue light thac enlighcnech every one that cometh into the 
World, fee 24 Luke 45. 1. Corinthians 1. 26, 27 John 
Ge 63. AAtks 13-47 lobn 1. 9° And as he was the Prophet . 
' opening his Fathers Bofome , and fhewing the things that were 
paft.and prefent, fo the things allo thac were to come + he tells 
them how many things he muft fuffer of ,the Elders, and Chief 
- Priefts | and Scribes ,.and be killed, and -raifed. again che, chird 
day , and therein forefheweth his Office of Priefthood ; he al. 
fo foretells how after he is rifen asa Lord | he will (ec, his 
‘Howe -in order., and fo depart to his Father co. receive his 
Kingdom , and to return , and what fhall befall his. Servants in 
the time of his.abfence by the reign and rage of the Bealt , 
and Spirit of Antichrift , and what , will,be,each-ones portion.at 
his recurn ,.as appears in the book of the Revelation, which is 
furrounded with bleflings co him that readeth , Chaprer. 1.3. 
and. curfes:to him that eddeth to it , or, taketh from it, Chapr. 


daft 18.19. | Wherefore ‘feeing there 1s no) Prophet or Teacher 


to Chrift and) his: Spiric.in point .of inftructicn , , both, for -excel- 
lency. of matter, and efficacy in,teaching , it,welt faites. with 


. 
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- Chriftians to be {till ‘cleaving clofe to this Propher ° an : 
ding with the Ditciptes that fit crafted in him , ahitber tahoe ce 
thou haft the Words of ‘Erernall life. Bue to ‘proceed he” is 

{ The Audinted King, who ts gene unto his Father for bis 
 Slorious Kingdom , and [hal erelong return again | Ther Jefus 
of N xireth isthe. Anownted King could not be hid inthe day of 
hishumiliation , as appears Luke 23, 2, 3-& Chapter 19.38, The 
Majelty of a King did lo appear in chit Jowly and meek form, while 
he rod: up3sn an Affe, thac if the ‘multitude of ‘the Ditciples had 
not confeft him, but had held their p-ace , the flones would cry Outs 
yea and then his word had a powerfull cfhicacy like the ‘word of 4 
‘King amorg Men‘and D.vils , che winds and Seas , fo that fie {peaks 

_ but the word and the blind fee , rhe lame walk , the deaf hear. ‘the 
dumb {peak , the dead are raifed , the Devills are caft ont ;the poor 
receive the Gofpzll; when heis ac che weakelt, thenis Pilate fored 
to confefs that he is King of che Jews, and to propagate this confef- 
fion as tar as Latin, Greek , and Hebrew will cary it; this appeirs 
more evident , fince he was raifed and fits ‘as Lord at the right hand 
ofthe Father, at leaft in the hearts and lives of his Servants , by 

- powring forth that Spirit or oyntment received , 4s 2. 3255345958 

36. So thac the Kings of //rzel were but his types sand the 
Kings of the Nations are bat his Sword-bearers , for he is King of 
Kings ; but moft lively fhall chis eruth be made manifeft » When all e- 
nemies fhall become his foot{tool , and he fhall appear indeed in the 
form ofa King ‘with cthoufinds of his Saints, and ten thoufand 
‘times ten thoufand of the heavenly Hs, and fhallin ‘the powerfull 
word of a King command the Batch and theSea togive up their Dead, 
and both wicked men and Devills to go together ‘into torment , and 
they fhall be rormented, and che Saints to enter iaito the Joy of thetr 
Lord, and it fhall be unfpeakably‘glorions, 25 Aare 3a. 32. Lake, 
‘9.26. John 5.28, 29. Andtharhe is gonewnto his Facher co receive 
‘his Kingdom , and fhajl ere iong return again , willibe made mani- 
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felt by thefe feriptures, 10.20. 17. La. 19.12, 13. Heb. 9. lifts 2 oe 
Tim. 4.1. Rev. ft, 10 that ‘as eertsinly ashe hatch hada time for Rx 

“his Propheticall Ojftice'and for his Prieftly , fo thalihe have atime 1 
“for hisKingly ; ard as thedream of Nebuchadnezzer hathbeen — x 
‘found certain, and the interpretation of Daaie/ fare , concerning i 

“thofe four Monarchies orKingdoms of menwhich fh ould:cometo pais: es. 
 ‘inehe Earth , fo cetrain and fure it is 5 that che day is aproaching that | is 
. “the God of Heaven will fet uphis Kingdom by that defpifed yet Cor- lee 
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|. Pgs. 8. isnone thac hath fo much right unto this houfehold of Faith by way 


| : 48). 00 Pe ee 

snereftone that was cut out without hands, Da#.2644.4§¢ 
That this lefas Chrift # alfa the Lord, nonetoor with him, 

‘cee | That he is the Lord ,2ppears 2 Cor. 4:5. We preach Chrift. 

lefas che Lord, faith Paul, and Ads 10. 36. faith Peter , he is Lord 

ofall, and hence it is that he ts called Lord of Lords. Rev. 3 

‘And that there is none to. him by way of commanding and ordes. 

ring with refpe tothe worthip of God, the houfehold of Faith, 

will evidently appear if the nature of the honfehcld of Faith,the wor- 

fhip of God, and the commanding and ordering power that fuits 
therewich,be confidered with refpect unto him.For the nature of the 

Boh. 1. 1, honfehold of Faith , they area company of faichtull ones , that are 
Col, 1, 2, bought ‘with che price of his blood , knit cogether in one by his Spi-. 
xCcr. 6. rit, founded wholly upon himfelf , duilc up by him to be a holy 
ies bh -bitation of God, and therefore not in the leaft meafure to be defi- 
Be ' Jed wich the invencionsand commandements of men, from wherce 
Col. 2 1g it isthatchey are full with their ey fixc upon him whom: they lock 
2 Epb.2o, upon co be as. well che finifher asthe author of their taich, ftill in 
21,22, their hearts calling on him coat hath bought them, and faying, Lord 
1Cor.3. yhat wilt thou have meco doe , and ftill Randing upon their watch 
16517, so harken what this Lord will fpeak, for the voice of a {tranger 


Heb,12.2. ; is If evi 
A ese they willnothear; fo chat by this ic evidently appears’, thac there 


Io. 10, 5. of ordering it, not yet freedom in it by way of commanding, as hach 
4Jo. 23, Chrift lefus the Lord ; And from the nature of the worfhip which 
‘ak is fpiricuall , to be performed by a {piricusll worfhipper , and after 
or in that true manner that the -Father of fpirics hath appointed , it 
will asevidently appesr, that chere is none to him by way of comman- 
ding and ordering in this matter , who is the onl begotten of che 
Father, came out of, and yet is,in bis bofome , and hath de- 
clared him., the true way of his worfhip , and who are fuch 
worfhippers as he feekes for ; who as a Lord faithfull over. his 
houfe before his departure gave order thereto, commanded his 
Servants to watch, and to hold faft till he come, and in his . 
abfence being at the right hand of his Father, is mindefull to — 
(hed abroad of that holy Spiric of Promife, whereby the true wor 
shippers thall be led from cruth to truth, untill they be. brought 
into aif truch. And ifthe nature of the commanding and orde= 
ring power, that fuits bo:h with the worfhip, and with the wor- 
fhippers, which the Father of Spitits feeks for be alio confide:ed,which =~ 

: | min hie ae 


__isnota law ofa carnall commardment feconded with carnall weapons, 
or an armof flefh: buta {pirituall laws or asthe Apofile cals it Koz, 
8. alaw of the Spire of life from Chrift Fefu ,{poken unto, or rather 
written in the heart of a Chriftian by the Spiric of Chrift, by reafon 
whereof he obeyes fromthe heart, readily, willingly and cheerfully that 
form of doXrine which is engravea and laidup therein, Fed. 8. 10. 
2Cor.3.3. Kom, 6. 17. Ittiis I fay be confidered, chat the worfhip 
is fpirituall, fuch as mutt begin in, fpricg up, and rife from the heart and 
the fpirit , and fo be directed to the Father of {pigits , and fo the com- 
manding power that fuits herewith, nivft {peak to the heart and fpirit of 
a man, then is there no Lord in this matter to Chrift Jefus the Lord, who 
{peaks to the heart in the Spirit, and his words are as commands from the 
head to the members, which conyeigh together {pirit and life to obey 
them, by reafon cf which his commands are not grievous, for where the 
Spirit of this Lord is, there is liberty, and they by beholding the glory of 
the Lord, are transformed into the fame Image, from glory unto glory, by 
the Spirit of the Lord, 2Cor. 3. 17, 18. : | 
And that there is none with him, he is the onely Lord, and law-giver 
of this {pirituall building, andfo of the fpirits in this fenfe, appears by 
fuch {criptures as fay, Oxe is your Lord and law-givers James 4, 121 
Ephef.4. 5. Mat, 23. 8. 10. and by fuch as fay, ye are bought 
with aprice , be y2 not therefore the fervants of men, and the Apoftles 
that had oreater authority in this point than any men living, yet they ac- 
knowledge they had not Dominion over mens faith, and therefore de- 
clare thisto bethe expre’s mind of God, that the fervamts of this Lord 
 mouft not ftrive ( as if they were Lords ) but be patient, in meeknefs in- 
| ftruSing thofe that oppofe themfelves, oras the word imports, that fet 
themfelves by covenant in cppofition to thatliving Lord. And where- 
asit is declared in the teftimony, that this houfhold of faith was purcha- 
fed by his blood as Prieft, infructed and nourifhed by his Spirit as Pro- 
phet, 8c, this will all evidently appear to be true e Fits 20. 23. John 
16. fromthe 7. tothe 16. 1 Cor. 2. 9,10, 11, 12. Rom. 8. fohn 
I. 2 26, 27. Rev. 2. 11. 17. 29..2 Thef. 14, 15. 1Cor, 11. 


_. God confirmed and juftified. | 
a, [ Iteftifie that Baprifm or dipping in water is one of the come 
mands of this Lord FefmChrij?. | That this commandment of Jefus is 
by way.of dipping, and. as it were by drowning, overwhelming , or 
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2. and 1. 7, And fo isthe firt part of the teftimony by the word of - 
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buryi Ae in water ; and not by fptinklin g with water , appears many 


1, In that although there be frequent mention made of. that ap- 
pointmen: of Chrift in his Laft Will and Teftament, yet'is: it ne- 
ver expreffed by the word that may be rendred rantifin, or {prickling, but. 
by the word thacis rendved baptifm, ordipping, | | 
“2. In that the word by which ic is fo frequently exptelt doch in pro- 
pet Enolifh figaify to dip , to plung under water, andas it were to 
-drown,but yet fo as with fafecy, futhar the party(as to the manner) may 
be drowned again, and again ; fee the inftance of Nzamzan, hedipp’d — 
himfelf feven timesin Fordary 2 Kings 5 14, and to this lenfeof the ~~ 
‘word (at leaft in that place ) both the Greek 5 Latize, aad Enghi{ir 
Churches agree. i, 3 oe 
ee aed ta toe phrafe (in which there is mention made of fuch an 
appointment of Chrilt) doth neceffarily impor: fucha thing, and there- 
fore when mention’is made cf baptizing, there generally followeththac 
word the prepofition ( éy ) which is commonly tranflated ir, or into, 
which fuits wich dippibg, and not the prepolition ( suy ) which fignifies 
with, and fo fuirs with fprinkling. © Ard therefcreit may be as. well 
rendred, J baptize you in water , and hefhall baptize you in the holy 
Spirit, (Mar. 1. 8. asit isrendred Joba did baptizein the wilder- 
reis, and in the River of Jordi, verfe 4, §. orthat Johwwas in the 
Spirit on the Lords day, Kev. T. ro. ‘and they were baptiz ed in’ the 
cloud and in che Sea, 1 Cor. 10. 2. yea it may aswell be rendred, T 
baptize, or dip you into water’, as itis rendred they wete cafting a net 
into the Sea War. 1.16. for the words are the fame, and it wouldbe an 
improper fpeech to fay /ohn did baptife with the wildernels, and they — 
weiecaftinganetwiththefea, . thee 
4. That this appointment of Chriftis by way of dipping, and not 
fptinkling, appears, in that forthe refemblance, and likenets hereunto, 
the J/yaelites paffing under the clotid,and through the fea,where the e- 
» gyptians that were their Lords, and commandets, their purfuers, and 
enemies, that foucht their de(tru&tion, were drowned, left behind, and 
» {een no more, 1s bythe holy Spirit called a baptifm, tT Gers Too ae. 
they were baptized in thecloud, 8c. Where obfetve it is not here ren- 
dred with th? cloud, and with the Sea, asin the other place, AZurk 1. 
®. with water, becaufe it fuits with fprinkling, although the word be. 
the fame ; but in the cloud, and inthe Sea, which {uits with dipping, _ 
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or overwhelming, and fo with the appointment of Chrift, they palling 
through the midit of the red or bloudy Sea on dry land, which flood on 
both fides as a wall, and being under the Cloud, were as men ia 2 car- 
nali eie overwhelmed and drowaed 5 and yet truly faved, and fafe from 
their enemies, | Sate ? 
_§- That this appointment of Chritt was not by {prinkling , but by 
dipping, | or putting the perfon into or under the water ; appears by Phi= 
dips baptizing the Eunuch: tis faid, T, hey went both dowz int othe wa- 
ter, both Philip the baptizer, andthe Ewvach that was the perfonte 
beybaptized, and being there in the water, Philip Daptized, or dipped 
him in that water, as fohn did Fefus in the river of fordany and then it 
is faid as they defcended, or went down into the water, fothey afcend- 
ed, or went {trait way up out ofthe water, fee _AFs 8, 38,39. Mat. 
3. 16. mark the expteflion, And Jelus when hewas baptized went ap 
ftraiiway out of the water, therefore had he been down in the water, 
. 6. That this appointment of © hrift was not by fprinkling, but by 
dipping,or as it were a drowning, appears, in that /abathe Baptizer, his 
work being to baptize, remains in the wildernefs by the river of Jordan, 
andafterward ine xomyand the reafon that is rendred by the Spirit of 
God why there he abode, was , becaufe there was much water there 
which need not have been,if that appointment could have been performed 
by fprinkling, and not by dipping. See Luke 3. 2, 3. Lohn 3, 23. | 
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7. That this appointment of Chrift was not to be performed by 

{prinkling, but by diping, &c, appears fromthe nature of the Ordi- 
nance it felf, for it isfuch an ordinance as whereby the perfon that fub- 
imitteth thereto, doth vifibly put on Chrift Iefusthe Lord, and is hereby 
vifibly planted into his death, holding forth therein a lively fimilitude, 
and likenefs unto hisdeath ; whereby onely through faith he now pro- 
feffeth he hath efcaped death, and is in hope to obtain life, and peace 
everlaftine, and foto havefellowfhip with htm in his death, as to be 
dead with him, andthereupon to reckon himfelf to be dzad indeed unto 
fing Sathan, the law, and the curl, See Gal. 3. 27, Rom. 8. 2 3. 
5: 7. 8. IX. 1Cor. 15. 29. But the planting of a perfon into the 
liknefs of death is no waies refembled by fprinkling; but by dipping ic 
islively fet forth and demonftrated, therefore. | | 

8. Thisappointment of Chrift, /¢7, Baptifm, is.an ordinance where- 

by the petfomthar fubmitreth thereto, doth hereby vifibly and cleerly re= 
femblethe buriall cf Chrift, and his being buried with him, fo as in- 
Sigur’ e SRR Ng ae 3 . refpect 
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fore. 3 eRe 
9. This appointment of Chrift,. fev. Baptifin, is an ordinance wherby 
the perfon that fubmitteth thereto , doth vifibly , and lively hold forth 
herein the refurrection of Chrift, declares him, whole life was taken front 
the earth, to be alive again, who although he died and was buried, yet 
was he not left,in the grave to fee corruption,. but was-raifed again, and 


behold he liveth for evermore; and as hereby he holds forth the refurrecti-’ 


of Chrift,, fo doth he alfo his own, being planted into the likenels therof, 
fo as to reckon: himfelf to be inhis foul and fpirit quickned, and rifen: 
with Chrift, from henceforth to live unto God the fountain of life, and. 
‘to Chrift Iefus the Lord who died for him, and role again, and {fo to walk. 


in newnels of life in this prefent evill world, being alfo begotten unto a — 
ively hope, that-in the world:to come he (hall be raifed, and quickned 


Doth in foul, and bedy, to a life everlafting. See Rom. 6. 4, 5. 8. 
Ee AEs 8.3 3535036. Col.2.12. Rom8.11. 1 Cor.¥5. 29.1 Pet.t.3. 
but {prinkling doth no way lively refemble the refurrection of Chrift, or 
che fouls or bodies rifing, or being raifed by him, as the way of dipping 
doth. . Therefore this appointment of Chrift was, and till isto be per— 
formed by way of dipping or. putting the-perfon into or under the: waters 
and not by fprinkling, . ae 
Andthat this-dipping in, or intowater, in the name of Iefus, is one of 
the commandments of this Lord Iefus Chrift, doth evidently appear 
Mat. 2%. 19. Mark 16. 1§5 16 compared with Ads % 38. 41. 
8. 36. 38 andro, 47; 48. ‘Andtharitisalfoto be obferved by all 
that cru(t in Chrift,’as other of his commands, as he is the Lord’, untill 
he come again, islikewife exprefly manifelted'to-be his will, Afar. 28. 
20, Gal. t. 7s 8. Jude 3. 2 Tim. 2. 2% Gol. % 5 6. Rev. 2. 
25. 3. 11. Hold fast till [come.. Rev, 22 14. 19. Heb. 12. 25. 
But to proceed, Mia A fhe 2 
_ [ That a vifible belever ar deftiple of Christ Jefus (that rs, one that 
manifesterh repentance towards God , and faithin fefus € rift) #8: 


the onely-per(on that wsito be baptifed with that vifible baptifm or dip-. 


ping of Fefus Chrift inwate’| That a vifible ditciple-or Scholar of 
Chrift,. onethat, manifeltech. himfelfi to haye heardhim,. to have been: 
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taught by him, and to haye yielded up himfelf to him as his teacher, is che | 
only perion,gc. will be made manife(t, i Aedes) 
* 3, By the commiffion it felf, and the areument flands thus, they and 
they onely have tight to this ordinance, and appointment of Jefus 
Chrift, whom the ordainer himfelf, fez. Chiilt jetus the Lord, bath 
in his Laft Willand Teftament appointed it to; buc Chrift Jebus the 
~~ Lord hath appointed it to Difciples, and to Believers, an to fuch 
onely. Therefore. Sadkd ) | 

- “The firlt p:opofition cannot be denyed, andthe fecond will eafily 
be proved: fee the commiffion by which the Apoftles were warranted to 
adminifter thug ordinance, and’ fo muftall that baptife or they will appear: 
but ufurpers CAfar.28. 18,19. All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in Barth, faiththe Lord, go ye therefore and difcipulize or make 
difciples not among the Jews only ,but among the Gentiles, and Nati- 
_ons,and baptize them; fo that if the queftion fhould have been made, 
~ Lord whom fhall we baptife of the Nations among the Jews and 
Gentiles? his anfwer was given in the words before, and he would 
_* have givenno other, you fhall baptize amongft the Nations Jews and 
Gentiles, fuch as firlt have been taught , and by teaching have been aa 
made my difciples; fo Mar. 16.16 ‘Go ye into all the world , faith 
the Lord, and’preach the Gofpel to every creature, to the Gentiles as 
well asthe Jews, he that beleeveth and is baptized fhall be faved, &c. 
So that if the queftion here again fhould be propounded who among the 
relicious.and {trict Jews, and the Joofe and’ profane Gentiles, fhould be 
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baptifed, the anfwer is plain, thofe to whom the Gofpel firthath been eee | 
preached, and'they through that Gofpel have alfo believed. o 


2. By the practice of the Commiffioners who were faithful unto 
their Lord, and‘ to the charge which le gave them,and-the argument 
Aands thus. , | 7 : 

- Such-as the faithful Apoftles , and firtt Commiffioners of Chrift Jefus 
the Lord'admini(tred this ordinance of baptifm unto, {uch and fuch only 
ought to be made partakers thereof, 22 a | 

But the Apoftles and firtt Commiffioners of Chritt adiminiftred not 
this ordinance unto carnal babes, infants of daics , fuch asare by the 
teftimony of the Scriptures declared'to be conceived in fin,to be brought 
forth in iniquity, and being born of the fieth to be but flefh, and{fo by 
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nature the Children of wrath one as well as: another ; being alfo ua- EY 
‘taught, But.to fuch as fistt were taught » and:were ordained, by oe | Ke) 
sage immor \ 
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Chrift, having tafted of the fincere milk of the word, defire {ill more of - 


the fame, that they might grow up thereby , and {uch asappeared to be 
convetted and to become as littleones fuch little ones as believed. in 
felis. ; 


The firtt propofition I fuppofe noge thatown Chrif and his Apoltles | 


willdareto deny. And the fecond which is more queftionable will 


alfo be proved. See o Ais 2. 385 395 405 41, 425 &C.. Although 
Peter with the 11 calls upon the convicted Jews torepent, and tobe 
baptized evety one in the name of Jefus forthe remiffion of fins, and 
tells them that then they fhall be made partakers of the hely Spirit; and 
that they fhould not need to diftruft it, hefhews them the largenefs of the 
promife that was made concerning the pouring forth of the Spirit, it be- 
ing promifed to be poured forth upon all fle, as they had expreft in the 


beginning of their difcourfe out of Foelv.16. and 17. and therefore — 


faith, tis to youand to your Children, and to all chat area far off, e= 
ven as many ( of you, yourchildren and fuchasare a far off ) asthe 
Lord our God fhall call; yethebaptizeth pone, but fuch as were cal- 
led by the holding forth the word of falvation by Jelus Chrift, as ap- 
‘pears in the words, for they that gladly received his word were baptized; 
and they only;for they that were baptized were added,and continued to- 
gether in the Apoftles Do&trine , and in fellowfhip , and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayer, and continued dayly with one accord in the 
Temple, and breaking bread from houte to houfe did eat their meat: 
_ with eladnefs and fingienefs of heart, praifing God: all which cannot 
be underftood of infants of daies, And therefore this place if rightly 


confidered will be fo far from affording.a ground for the baptizing of - 


the children ofbelieving parents, becaufehere izis faid the promife is 
to you and to your children, that it will ufficiently evince the contras 
ry; forindeed fuch an apprehenfion is accompanyed with 2 or 3 evident 


miftakes, there is a mi(take in the promife, in the parties to whom the © 


promife belongs, and the manner how itisto them and their children, 
4. There is a miftake ofthe promife, in that it islooked at as the co- 


venant of Grace which doth ingratiate the foul into, and gives itanin=_ 


tetelt in all the privileges of the Gofpel of Chrift, and{fo in order doth 
go before baptifm or any other vifible ordinance and appointment.of his, 
whereas in very truth by promife there, is meant that holy Spirit of pro-. 


mife ; 
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the father; as appears 7oh. 7. 39. 14.16. 16. 7. That which he had here 
{hed abroad in a powecfull manner upon the Apoftles, and that which 
. thele Jews allo in believing and obeying the Golpel of Chrit 
_. fhould alto receive, and therfore faith Peter, repent, and be baptized and 
ye fhall receive,@c.and was no other than that which was of old prophe- 
cyed of by Joel, as is declared v.16.and fois a promife that follows taith 
and obedience, and not fuch as goes before to give right to this- appoint 
ment of Chrift. ‘ 3 
- 2,- Phere ts.a miftake in the patties to whom this promife belongs, 
for whereas itis faid to you and to your childrea, and thereupon it is 
conceived tobe meant believers, and their infants of daies,which upon 
|. thataccompt are to be baptized, itis plain and evident when the A- 
| pottle {poke thefe words to thems they could not be looked upon as be- 
~ lievers, forafmuch as they being prick’d at the heart, and only convin- 
ced of their evill in murdering the Lord of life, propounded what the 
fhould do to be fayed, which is fatre from believing, to which the A- 
pottle replies , repent , and be baptized in the name of Fefus for the re~ 
wiffion of finnes; and to conceive that by their children were meant in- 
fants of daies, it may be as well fo under(tood by your ’Sonnes and 
daughters, which fhould fo receive of the promife of the Spirit as to pro~ 
phecy mentioned in the feventeenth verfe of this chapter , to which thefe 
words are related; and to make it appear that thepromife was’ not fo 
either to them or their children (as yet manifelted) to give them right 
unto baptifm, after many more words ufed by the Apoftle to perfwade 
| them to fave themlelves from this adulterous cenetation, itis faid,but as 
|. many as- gladly received’ his word were baptized, and but only fuch, 
and not their infants ofdaies , for they that were baptized continued 
together in fuch appointments of Chrift as infants are in no meafure ¢a- 
ee pable of, ISyOIss . ie his . 
_--- 3. There isa miftake in the manner how this promife is to them,g their 
| children,not {poken to them now as believers, & their children as havino’ 
right and incere’t peculiar by them, but indeed to'them: and their chil- 
dren no otherwife than to all that area far off, which iftaken in the Oe= 
netall cannot be underltood but with refpe% to the ‘general promife ; 
which is to pour forth his Spirit upon all'flefh,, ‘butif with the reftriati- 
of, whichis, even as many as the Lord our God fall call, then, Pee | 
ot; Ee an 
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n, you fhall find they were firtt taught, and by teaching — 
were made his difciples, and gladly received his word, See it in Corne= 
linus houfhcld Aéts 10. 33, 34. compared with the 44.47. the 
Laylors houfhold Atts 16. 32. 34. they [pake unto him the word of 
Gody and unto allthat were tn his houfe, andhe fet meat before themy 
And rej oyced » believing tn God with all hus honfe ; lee it alfo in (rif- 
pws houfhold, dfs 18. 8, 93 10; 11. Stephanus houfhold 1 Cor: 1. 
165 17. compared with chap. 16, UV. 15. And as for Lydias houfhold 
A'ts. 16. theSpirit of God being more filent therein, they that can= 
not interpret it by the other four, nor yet by the Commiffion it felf, nor 
by the Commiffioners faithful obfervance thereof in all other inftances, 
lecthem prove if they can thefe three particulars. 1. That Lydia ever” 
hada husband. 2. In cafe fhe had, that ever fhe had any children by 
him, and iffo, then inthe 3. place that they were not dead, or fo grown: 
up that they might hear and receive the word oladly as well as their mo-- 
ther. eget + Sai e 
3. Athird argument to prove thata vifible believer is the perfon that. 
according to the mind of Chrift is to be baptized in water, may be ta- 
ken from the order which the Spirit of Chrift laies down, faithand bap- 
tifm, in the fcriptures of truth, putting faith (ull in the firft place, witnefs 
Mark. 16:15,16.. Mat.28.19. Heb. 6. Eph. 4. A 4-argument may. 
be taken from the nature of the ordinance,and a 5 from Johns Baptilm. 
Yea much more might be faid to this point, but this may {uificeber ss tes) 

[cAnd alfo the only perfon that is to walin the viftble order of bis. 
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houfes and foto wait for his comming the [econd time in the form of a 


Lord and King with hrs glorious Kingdome according to promife.| 
That he is the only perfon that is to enter into, and walk in the vifible 


_ order of his houte,will evidently appear, if the order in which our Lord 


left his houfe: when he went to his Father to receive his kingdome be du- 
ly confidered,for in his laft will and teftament we fhall find it thus recor- 
ded, when out Lord was about to be gone, he gave order unto his Apo- 
files, whom:he made {iewards in his houfe of the myfteries of God , 


to make him Difciples of all Nations, and that fuch as were fomade 


fhould then: be baptized , and fo vifibly planted into Chrift, ard put on 
Chrift, and having fo received him,fhould walk in him, obferying all 
things whatloever he had commanded, the firit thing wherof as touching 
order was, to be added or joined one to another in: the fellowfhip of the 
Golpel by a mutual profefled fubyection to the Scepter of Chrift, and 
being a company thus called out of the world,from worldly vanitiessand 
worldly worfhips,after Chrift Jefus the Lord (which is the proper Exg- 
Lip.of thefe words-the Church of Chrift, and isin other terms called the 
Houfhold of faith) fhould fteadfaftly continue together inthe Apoltles 
do&tine, fc7. the confolation, reproof; and inftruction thereot, in Fel- 
lowfhip, fc#. mutual fupport both inward and outward; in Breaking 


- of bread, thereby remembring the death of our Lord, whole foul was 


made an offering for fin, as his flefh is meat indeed, and his blood drink 
indeed, by the help of the Spirit, to nourifh our fouls and {pirits up unto 
eternal life, and in prayer, one withand for another; And that this is 
the abfolute order which the Lord hath appointed in his laft Will and 
Teftament, doth evidently appear both by his own precept, and com- 
mand , and by the rractice of fuch as. firft trufted in him, and if 
{o, then neither infants of daies, nor yet fuch as profe fs themfelves to be 
believers in Jefus, but refufeas a manifeftation thereof, according to the 
practice of fuch as firfttrufted in Chrift,to.yield up themfelves to be plan- 
tedintothe death, burial, and refurreétion of Chrilt, and fo vifibly to 
put Chrifton,as did the Chriftians of old,I fay fuch” have no vifible right 
to enter into, or walk inthe order of the Gofpel of Chrift; and to con- 
clude the point, the argument {tands thus. They, and they only, have 


“yifible right'to enter into, and. walk in the vifible order of Chrifts houfe, 
and foto wait for his comming, whom Chrift Jefus himfelf being the 


Lord of the houfe, ‘hath appointed,and his Apoltles being his {tewards, 
haveapproved of ; But fuchas firft have been taught and made difci- 
ples or Scholars of Jefus, and believers in Chrift , and afterwards have 
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. Claufe, in the firft Epiftle to the Corimthians 1.7. 1 The.t 10, 2. The. 
3. 5. Butto proceed. vy nee 

[ He ts the perfon that is alfotowait for his Lords fending down 

from the right band of his father in tbe time of his ablence the holy 


Ghofty or holy Spirit of primi(e, and all this according to the last wil] 


andteStamen: of that living Lord| That thisliving Lord did sei 
when he left this prefent evil world, that is in a great meafure fubj ected 
to devils,and went to his Father, nox only to return againgbut in the time 
-of hisabfence (asa teftimony of his great love unto fuch as are called to 


be his difciples, & manifeft the fame by loving him & keeping his com- _ 
mandiments,and asa te imony of his loving acceptance at the right hand © 


-his Father) to fend down the holy Spirit, which fhould be in them ‘asa 
well-fprisg of living water flowing forth unto eternall life, who being 
a Spitit of truth, and fent by Chtift who ts the truth which God will ex- 
alt, fhallglorifiehim, take ofhim and his, and fhew unto them, 
and fo lead them from truth to truth , until he hath brought them into all 
truth: as a comforter or Spirit of comfort,thall fil ther hearts with joy 
in believing, by bearing witnefs wich their fpirits, that they are the chil- 
dren of God, and by revealing unto them the precious things w** God. 
hath prepared for them that love him, whicla neithereye hath feen, nor 
eat hath heard, neitherhath it entedintothe heart of man to conceives 
and-as a holy Spirit fhall fet them apart that are juttityed by the blood 
of his Songunto the holy Ged,and fandtifte them throughout in foul,and 
ipirit, and body; and as.a Spirit of {upplication fhall help them to fpeak 
wuto Gedy and as a Spirit of hae: to{peak unto men: that this Lord 
I fay did promife unto his difciples, who love him and keep his coms 
mandments,in the time of his abfence the prefence of fuch aSpirit as this, 
which hath fipplies in him beyond what the foul lacks,and that therfore 
they are to wait for this promife, and for thefe fupplies in his appoint- 
ments, will clearly appear. ca | 


ry Out of the words of theLord himfelf. See Lobn 14. 15, 16 
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. by being bap. 
tiled, and fowifibly planted intothe death, buriall, and eb naeivd of 
Chrift'for the remiffionoffins, == ce 
3.. This will alfo appear by the enjoyments.of thofe that firft rufted in’ 
Chrift, and'vifibly manifefted: their faith and love in and to the Lord, by 
keeping his commandments: The Difciples which were alfo called A= 
poftles, waiting in the appointment of their Lord'at Ferufalenr, received: 
and' were fillediwith that holy Spirit, with power accordingto promife:. 
a8119 K 2 See 
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(60). | 
See Afts 1.4,compated with 2,2.So that great number that were about 
three or rather five thoufand fouls that believed through their word, and 
_ were baptized in Jerufalem, and waited in the appointments cf the fame 
Lord, that isto lay, together Beadfastly inthe Apoftles doctrine y and 
in fellow{hip , and in breaking of bread , and in prayers they allo en-. 
joted this holy Spirit according to promife, See Acts 4. 31. Thelike 
may be found among the Saints in Samaria, Ads 8, 17. in Ephefuss 
Atts1g. And the fame may be found among the Saints that thus put on 
Chrift, and walked in bim, among thofe that firft truted in him in all 
places. Seeit inthe Romanschap. 5. 5. andchap. 8. at. large. See it 
in the Corinthians Epife r. chap. 2, 10, 12. and6, 11. 19. andch. 
12, at large. In the Galarbeans ch, 3. 2.4. 6. In the Ephefians. 


chap..1.. 13. Inthe Philippians chap. 3. 3. Imthe Coloffians.chap, tr. 


8. Inthe Theffalonians Ep.t. chap. 1. 5,6. andchap.5.19.> This pro= 
mife is alfo found true in the litle children that /ohz writes to,and 1s often 
repeated 1 John 3, 24 4.413. andinthe 2. 27. he fpeaks.untothem 
after this manner , but the anointing (peaking of this. holy Spirit of 
promife ) which ye have received of hia abideth ia yous and (\uch 


is. his fupply )thar you need not that any man reach you, but as the fame 


anvinting teacheih you of allthings » and ts truth and. ts 29 l1¢y even a 
it-hath taught you ye {hall abide in him : And now litle Children abide 
in him, &c. And Jude tellethus, ‘that the very ground why fome that 
had made a profeflion of the faith, and order of Telus, caufed-divifions and: 
offences, contrary to that doétrine they had received,and feparated:them- 
felves, was, becaufe they were fenfuall,, not having this Spirit, Jude 19, 
And as all this hath been proved by'the la{tWill andTeftament of that li- 


ving Lord, foisitalfo clear, that his Willis not to be addedio; of ta- 


ken from, compare Gal. 3. 15. with Rev. 22.. 28, 19. which note 
withftanding ifany man {hall attempt to do, lethim know this Lord. is. 
alive, and will ere-long appear fufficiently able to avenge it.. ka 

3. [ LteStifie that every fuch fervant of Christ Ileus, maytn point 
ay liberty 4 yea ought in potnt of duty, toimprove that talent which hy 


Lord hath given unto hin | That itis their duty'toimprove the talent the - 


ro) 


Lord hath given unto them, and that for that end-it was alfo given, will 
appear by thofe two inftances.of the Lord:himfelf, the firft is AZar. 5. 
EZ, E4, 15. Ye- (faith the Lord tohis Difciples) are the falt of the 
éarth y. thelighr of the world, 8C.. neither do. men light.a candle 

aad put it under abufbelly burton a candleftich, whereby he intimates, 
208i Ere is oe aoe se that: 
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(61) 


that if ic be far from the intention‘of men ( who are but weak and foo- 


: ifhin their intentions and actions ) tolight a candle which is for ule, 


and then to putit under a bufhell,- and 1omakeir ufelefs, then much 
further from the purpofe and intention of God, who is the father of lights, 


to enlighten the Ipirit‘ofa man, whichis the candle of the Lord, and 


' ~ then to have thar light concealed and with-held ; therefore it follows, 


let your light (faith the Lord) fo {hene before men, thar they may fee 
your good works and glorifie your father which ts inheaven. Vhe o- 
ther wiftance ts in the 19°" chapter of Luk? 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. to 
the 27. verfe, in which Parable is lively declared by the Lord, 1. That 


that glorious Kinedcme of God that fhall certainly appear, fhould not 


fo immediatly appear as fome thought it fhould, for which end is the 
Parable {poken verfe 11. and the firft words of the Parable will prove 


the fame thing, for the Noble-man ( which is Chrift Iefus the Lord} 


“mutt firtt go into a far counrry to receive his Kinedome, which is, to the 
tioht hand of the Father, there to fit untill all -his enemies become his: 


footttool, and foreturn. 2% Hereis declared the order in which this 
Lord left this houfhold when he went to receive his Kingdome , he be- 
(towed gifts or talents upon them, and commands themas his fervants'> 
in their feverall places to occupy till he come, verfe 13. which proves. 
that,fer which J produced this feripture ; and for further encouragement 
uato a fervantof Chrilt to improve that Talent in his Lords feryice that 
he hath beftowed upon him, 3. Inthe third place is declared the exceed~ 
ing great councenance,and rich reward which this Lord will beftow up- 
on a faithful fervant that hath thus improved his Talent, when he fhall 
have received the Kingdome, and fhall return in the glory of his Father; 
the countenance (I fay) appears in thefe words , fe wll (ay, well, oras 
itisinthe2sof (ALartherswell done thou good and. faithful fervanty 
thou haft been faithful ina few things; the rich Reward appeats in 
thefe, Enter into the joy of thy Lord, or have thou eAuthority ( in 
my Kingdom) over ten Cities, be thou allovruler over five Cities, Co 
But to proceed. | f 0G Gh | 
[-Andin the congregation he may either ask for information to 
himfelf | This wasa liberty among(tthe Jews in their fynagogues or 


_ €onetegations, as appears Lake 2. 46. where Chrilt being about twelve 


years old , is found by his parerits among the Doctors, in the Temple,. 
not only hearingthem, butasking them queftions; and when he alfo 
taught inthe Temple, or elfewhere, the people didnot only hear him, 
eit sae but. 
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‘but asked him queftions , yea made objestions agais{t what was delive- 
red, without interruption . and it cannot be conceived but this is much 


‘more a liberty in the congregations,and Churches of Chri(t,and therefore 


i Cor. 14. 35, where women are diregted to ask their husbands arhome 


~ af they will learnsand the reafon is given becaule itis a fhame for them to 


{peak in the Church, it is plainly declared, that men that will leam 
may ask in the Church , for it is nota fhame for them to {peak 
there. But to proceed, vt 
[Or ef he Caity he may [peak by way of prophecy for rhe edification, 
exhortation, and comfort of the whole \by prophecy here I mean a 
plain, and brief declaration of the mind, and countfel of God,in words 
fignificantly and eafie to be urderltood , confirmed by the words of the 


Apoftles and Prophets of God, and brought forth for the edification, | 


exhortation, and comfort of the whole; The 14 ofthe 1 (or, will 
plentifully clear this truth, and make this liberty good unto the Saints, 
in the Churches of Chrift, and it cannot be fhut out but by the fpirie 


of Antichtit. See verfer. 5. £2. 24. 26. 30; 31. 39, do. Sor, i 


Thef: 5.19, 20. Quenchnot the Spirit, is the exhortation to him that 
is therby moved to {peak ; and defpile not prophecyings, is the exhorrati~ 
onto.them that are prefenttohear. But to procecd, | 
| Aid out of the congregation at all timesupon all occafi onsyand in all 
places, xs far as the juri{dittion of hes Lord exierds | which is nor 
only-to the urmoft parts ofthe Earth, but allo to. heaven. See Afar. 
28. 1% Heb. §. 2, Ephef. 1. 20s) 2%5. 2% | 
[ CHMay. ¢ Je on ght to) walk asa 6: hold of ‘Ll Chis justifying mifdome 
with, ber maigssand, reprowing folly with the unfraitfal words thers 


Pree, eS 


Lord, - | 3 3 | 
1, Inthat itis the great commandment of this.Lord.to, his diftiples, - 


and fervants, to love one another, and fo to.bear-one anothers: burdens, 
who ought to, have-their love ftronger: than death , {o.as to laydown 
their lives. for the bretheren, See John 13. 34. 15. 19 1 John 
32 23 4. 25. Gal. 6. % I Jobs: 3.16. Now-to {mite one a- 
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nother isa breach of chit Lawof L 
fore, “4 a | | 3 
2. The fervants of Chritt are called upon by their Lord to learn of 
him to be meek , andlowly, and are put hereby into a capacity to be 
further taught the way , and fear of the Lord, to increafe their joys and 
they are fuchas {halt inherit the earth , and alto heaven , for they fhall 
find reft for their fouls; and this meek, quiet and gentle Spirit is decla- 
red by the Spirit of the Lord to be an omament of very great price. See 
fora proof of allthis AZ#, 11. 29. 21. 5. Pfalm 25. 9. Ifsiah 
29.19: (Mat. 5. §. 1 Pet.3. 4. but to fimite is an argumen: of a do~ 
mineering, proud, and lofty fpirit, which is far from a Spirit that is meek 
andlowly, Therefore. — | | 
3. The fervants of Chrift are called upoa by their Lord to be fo far 
from {initing their fellows, thae in cafe they fhould be finitten by others 
for his 5, and the Golpels fake, meerly on one cheek, they fhould ra~ 
ther turn the other, than feek to revenge it, See Luke 6. 20. Rom, 
Iz. 17. I (or. 6. 7. whydoye not rather take wrong (faith the 
Apottle) why do you nor rather fixffer your felves to be defrauded? but 
thisis far from fmiting one another. Therefore, 8cc. 
' 4. This Lord being alfo that Prince ofPeace, doth fo far dif- 
like fuch practices as thefe among any fervants of his, that belong 
to his houte, that he hath abfolutely and exprefly declared , that he 
by no means will have aftriker to fupply the Office of an Elder , or 
Steward therein, no nor one that is of a Lordly , ot domineering {pi 
rit, nor yet one that is froward, and will be foon anery. See in the 
firtt Epifthe of Timothy 3. 3, Titus 1. 7. Peter §. 3. There- 
tore, &c. ; | 
g- Thatno fervant of Chrift hath fuch authority from his Lord to 
fmite his fellows, doth plainly appear ia that Parable Adar. 18. 34. 
where it ts faid , The Lord was fo wroth that he will have that wicked 
feruant deliveredto the tormentors , thatdid but take his fellow by 
the throat; and himthat fell to fmiting his fellowes in his Lords ab- 
fence; Afat. 24. 51. itis faid,T he Lord fhallcome upongina day when 
he looked not for him 4 and in an hour that he is not awar of 5 and {hall 
cut him afurder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrits, where 
fhall be weeping, and gnafhing of teeth, But to proceed in the teftimony, 
where it is faid, | jot 
[| Nonor yet with outward force, or arm of flejh to confirainy or 
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ve ltr ain awothers confeience » wor yet his outward man for confctence - 
fake, or worlhip of his God, @e. | That this isa truth will be made: out 
‘by the Scriptures of truth, ‘ and that many waies. The firtt argument to 
prove it {tandeth thus. i ee gi. 
1, Arg. Ifany Servant of Chrift Jefus (be he high, or low; tichs or 
poor) have any fuch liberty, or authority from his Lord fo to do, then 
he is able to fhew it, (as that which may be his warrant fo to-act ) ¢ither a 
out of the words ofthe Lord himfelf, or out of thofe that were {poken, 
or writ by the Apoltles, which were his Ambafladors, and were furnifh- 
ed from their Lord with commands for his Servants obfervance until he 
come again, | | | 


But no fervant of Chrift ( I fuppofe ) ig able to fhew, either out 


ee 


of his own words, or out of the words of the Apoftlesy anyfuch liber- 
ty. or authoriry from the Lord,as that which may behiswarrantfoto = 
do. Therfore. 3 3 ; 

The firt Propofition cannot be denyed, which is this, Ifany fervant ‘ 


of Chrift Jefus have any fuch authority from his Lord, he is able to fhew | 
it, cither out of hisown words, or from the Apoftles. And indeed ig 
for a man to act in the name ofthe Lord, andnotto have a word, or 
watrant from him, is high prefumption , and fo willit appear if thefe 
thefe things be confidered. ; | “oan 

1. In thacit is plainly declared, That allpower in heavens andin 
earth, is given unto Chrilt, and therefore: mutt all authority 7 heaven, 


and in earth, be derived from him; and hence ic issthat it concerns the feet 4 
and the toes of that great image, if it be poflible, to Gand clear cf him : 
who is that little fone cut out without hands, and fhallere long become — ] 


great mountain , and fill the Earth, t. 

2. In that itis as plainly declared, that the living Ged hath in 
thefe laft daiesfpoken by Chrift, Heb.1.1.hath made him the heir of | 
all things , and thereupon hath called upon every one that hath an ear is 
to hear him, hath threatned that foul that will not hear him that ke thal 
be cut of ; therfore ic concerns every fervant of his to take heed-he ule no 
fuch authority over another which he hath not heard -and received from q 
Chritt. ce CLAS | Lay 


3. Inthat itis declared that Chrift Jelus che Lord isthat one law- 
ceiver, and that they are bleffed that do -his commandements, yea, fo 
bleffed, that che Apoftle faith heis become the author ofeternall fale 
vation to thofe that obey him, and that he is alfo the Judge unto whom 
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the] 3 | Bog 
in which and by whom he will Fudge the woridinrighteou{nel*, yeas pes 
the very fecrets of mens hearts, according to his gofpel. See Fames.4.12 | Bo 
Kev, 22, 14, Heb. 5.9- eA4éts to, 42,and17. 31. Row: 2.16. 8x 


hich, as fo many argumenis will prove the firft propofiti-. 
on. MOSEL Ss 
And as for the fecond, which is this, (ci. No feryant of Chrift can 
fhew a wartant from Chritt for fuch an authorizy , either out of his own 
words, orhis Apoftles. if chat be denied, we muft then call for the 
warrant, which mult be fhewed either out of the Evangelifts , the book 
ofthe Acts of the Apoltles, the Apofties Epiftles 5 cr the Reyelaticn. 
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of Jelus: but I fuppofe it cannot be fhewn out of any of thefe. Ifthe : 
13. of the Romzns be produced fora warrant, noman cSn deny that 

“the power there fpoken of was fuch as belonged toa heathen, and [ . 
think noman will acknowledge that he had {uch an authority from. 

Chrift to order mens confciences , or outward man,wich refpect to the 

_ worfhipof God, and therefore that word cannot be their warrant.. 

Ifthe words of Paxl,Gal.5. 12. I would they were cut off that 

_ trouble you, be produceed for a warrant., let the words be confidered 

(and in the firtt place) thére is n> mention made of outward force, or 

outward afflittion, and therefore no warrant for any outward or car- 

~ mall hand foto affli@; but 2, The words were fpoken tothe Churches 
in Ga atia, which were {pirit: all focieties , and concerning {fpirituall 

_tranfgreffors, and therefore their cutting off nault be from that {pirituall 

_ Telation and union which hitherto they enjoyed . and how that isdone, 
compare 3. Ads 23. with Afi. 18. 8.17. Ro®, 11. 17. 19. 

20, 22, And the carall cutsing off fromthe carnall J/rael (before 
the time of reformation) was but a type of this fpirituall cutting off and 
cating out fron the {pirituall //rze! of God fince. 

_ And thirdly, confider, the words were {pokea bythe Apoftle Pax/, 
who would haye us to know (as he declares it, 2 Cor. to. 4.) that 
the weapons of his warfare were not carnall, he was not wont to ftrive 
wich them tuat oppofed themfelves with carnall weapons, and there- 
fore if ve {peaks to fuch-perfons as thefe Galatians were (that had recei- 

_ ved iuch power from the Lord) touching a cutting off which isa bufi- 

nefs thar belongs toa fword, it would be too carnall an underftanding - | 
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otherwife be faid to be without law :.the Law isthis, Do, as thou. 


2. erg. ¥ every fervant of Chrift Jelus have a commandement Hers i 
his Lord,as he will anfwer ic before him when he fhall aopear asJudge,to 
do to others, as he would have othersto du unto him; then no feryanc — 
of his can have either liberty or authority from. him thus to force ano-. : 
ther mans confcience, or his outward man meely for confcience fake. 
But every feryant cf Chrift hath this commaad fromthis Lord, vzz. : 
Do to others as ye would that others fhould do unzo you. Therefore, 8c. F 
The fecond propofition is undeniable, See’ 7. As. 12. Luk.6.31. 
The confequence of the firlt prop ofition can {carce be denied, but if any 
{hould rafhly deny it, then I appeal to that mans confcience,not being — 
feared,which alfo knowsbut in sart,in the fight & prefence of God,whe- 
ther he can be willing that another who is further infirmed in the things 
of God, and is alfo {tronger than he (whether he can be willing, J fay, 
that he) fhould by fucha force conftrain or rettrain His confcience, al- 
though in fmaller differences,but how much leis in things that do fo yalte 
3. Arg. Thethird argument ftandeth thus, — 23a ! 
Tf Chrift Jefus the Lord ‘inftruéted his fervants to be meek,. lowly, 
and gentle, yeas’ kind: and curteousto all; fent forth the chiefe} of 9. 
them,and told them that they fhould be as lambs in the midft of wolyess 
yea, holdsthem and us, and ail chat fhall reion with Chrift, when he- 
(hall appear with his Kingdome,in a continual expectation of a perfe-. 
cuted and afflicted condition in this prefenteytl world, then it cannot ‘ 
be expected that they (hould have any fuch liberty, much lefs authority, 
from hin: this to perfecute, profeeute, orintorce others, 
But the firtt is rue See (92 1.11.29.1Cor.13.4.£ph.4:34. ¥: Pet .3.8.. 
F409. Tit. %, 3.12. All that will live Godly in Chrift Jefus- 
(faith Pusz'swho well difcerned the fpirit that was abroad,& that which’ _ 
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thefervant is not greater than his has faith Chiift, Mat. 10. 24425 
So that by this it appears,that the fit is true, ard therefore the fecond 
which is this, 7 hat no fervant of. Christ can escpett Any {uch liberty 
or authority from his Lord thus to perfectte 9 profecates or inforee 
others. 

A Fourth aroument againt forcing men acainkt th ir confciences 
in the things, and- worhip a Godyis taken fromthe nature of the con- 
{clence a man, and of che worthip of Ged, which are beth aan; ** 
and. itftandeth thus, | 
4. Arg. That which theLord hath referved in pps own danchand bs Re in- 
tended to mannage as part of his own Kingdome by his'own power ot 
Spirit,and by another manner of miniftery, and fword, than that which 
is put forth in the Kingdoms of men, his being fuch as .uits. with the 
underftanding ard confcience of man, as nes ses thing , and 
with the wotip of God, which is alle {piritual , that, 1 fay, ai no 
dervant of Chrift haye authority { fromhim, b by: an other. fword, or arm 
_ of flefh, to undertake, mannage, or think to effet. . , 
“but the Loa ase n lemed this 


great work of ordering oe neg 
efoiritofman, by way of conftraint, 
Sins refpect tothe worlhi po of 
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put t forth j in the Kingdomes 
And as for the fecond, it oss 
ing: teftimonies. 
1. That the great work of ordering the underftandin 
whichis the {pirit ofa man 4 oY way of confteaint « of Petia md. 
alfo the outward man, with refpe&t to the worfhip of God’, is teferv= 
ed (asapart of his Kingdome, the fpiritsofmen being the throne of 
the Lord) in his own hand., and in the hand of the Spirit, doth appear. 
Lyxk? 17.26. Rom.11¥.32. Ife. 45.22.4ach.4.6.Prov.2.6, Lam.1.§. 10. 
1.9.Luk: 24. 45§.2Cor.4.6.€ ph. Vet 8st 9. Ach. 247.11, 21.And. 2 
2. That he hath intended to mannage it by another manner of fword, - 
- or cS » than that which is put forth in the Kingdoms ofmen, is 
a 2 Baloo 
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-alfo evident y -in that he did neither {peak to , nor yet make ule of the 
Kings of the earth to make him difcipies, nor yeteall for cheir-tword-. 
to conttrain them or others to the worfhip of God, or. to retirain them 
fiom their own, although it was performed to dura. Idols, and fo unto 
devils; but ade ule or the {word of the Spirit, which is his. owa word, 
~& the. miniftery of his Apottles,and feryants, to hold it forth to tbe werld, 
and tt ereby weie dilciples made unto him, and fo by kim brought float 
_ their own to the worthip and fervice of God. See /o.1 6.8.951 1 1.26, 
Att; 1§ 16.18. 1 The.t.8.9. ch. 2.13.Heb 4 12. 

The fifth Argnment againft forcing mens confciences, or rather the 
outward man for con{cience fake in the worfhip of God, (tandeth thus, 

5. ere. That which preluppote. h ore manto have dominion over 
another mans confcience and is but a forcing of Servants, and wor- 
fhippers upon the Lord, atthe leaft, whichhe feeks noc for, and is 
the ieady way to seals men diflemble rs and hypocrites beforeGod and 
man, which wilemen abhor, .andt» put men upon the profaning the 
name of the Lord, that canno. fervant of “niet eae any liberey,. 
"much lefs authori ty,from his L rd t 
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: ike of C rift. 
Temple ee 30 sd id is the very highett defio on of the fpirit of Antichrift. 
See:2 Theff.2. 4. 3 Cor. 3. 10, And for. any man’ to enter upon the 
throne of Chrift Tone a ihercid into the Temple of God, is to defile it, 
ardhe that defiles the Temple of God, laiththe Apoftle) him hall 
Goddettroy. And fora man to put anne and worfhippers upon the 
Jord. when he wouldnot have others to put fervants upon him, and 
make men di ffemble; when if he be a wife man, he cannot but hate dif= 
f embling, muft needs-be much more abomination to the Lord, fo that 
the flt propofition (asI faid) cannot be denied. 
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_ The fecond will eafily be proved in each particular thereof. As 3= 
- 3,-This fo. cing of ail to conformin the woifhip of God, doth pres | Sn 
{uppofe one man ‘o haye dominion or Lorefhip over another nians con- x 
fcience, for who knows not thatthe worfhip cf God isa cafe of confci- oo 
"ence, ard chat that wotfhip ard fervice that is pleafing to him, mutt | 5 
have the {pirit and contcience the chief in it? and therefore} ck#t man i 
_ which by outward feree would caufe others to conform in point of PS 
woifhip, mult pre-{uppofe to have power over his {pirit and con{cience, Le 
to cauteitto contorm likewife, or elfe he cannot attainunto his Reli- yey 
gious intent, pea et AN te a on . oF 
2. This is but a forcing of fervants and worfhipeis upon the Lord.ard i 
‘Hfayatthe belt , for iris more likely to force worfhipers from him ; Ka 
. And this will cleerly aprear, becautle the true wofhipers , ard fuch as lays 
the fathe: feeks for} are fuch as worfhip him in Spirit, and in Truth ; | Ni 
See fobx 4. 235 24. who having received from Chritt the Spirit of life tow 
and love, have his word ftand in their heart, as the word of a King , fo. I 
that thereby they become a willing people to do him fervice, and ftand i & 
not in need of fuch ourward force to compell them thereto; they there- f 
fore that ftand in need to be, and therefore are by outward force com- | Bc 
pelled to the worfhip of God, to the faith and order of the colpel of pe 
_Chrift (they J fay) are fuch fervants, and worfhipers, as are forc’d upon - ‘Bs 
_.- the Lord , whom he feeks not for. | wes | pf 
ee outward forcing men in the worfhip of God, is the ready way [ic 
: ndifl:mblers and hypocrites before God , and men which ; +x 
abhor ; the truth of this will be thus demonftrated’; for if Ba 
ey os 
by fuch carnall weapons. they are never likely to be) they I WH are P 
ab{ent, and fat from the Lord; fo then, while their hearts , and con- 
fciences, {till cleave to their Idols, and yet their bodies are caufed to 
conform,what is this but to make n-en diffemblers and hypocrites before. EG 
ae ) God | 
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»the name of the Lord, is alfo evident; underftand by name his attri. 
-butes, word, ordinances, worfhip, they. are all profaned by fuch a — 
perfon that ftandsin need to be fore’d to Religion. See Hag, 2. 13s 


| _ thou bavest instruttion, and caftest my words behind theer By all 3 
~ «which icdoth evidently appear, that the fecond. propofition doth alfo 
-(tand firm, 


~ areblind, leaders of the blind, and fo. E 
~ table of rhe wheat and the tares, AZ: 


the Son. of min, The firld is the morla, 
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28:9. L{ay 1.13. Anda calling the naine of God or Chritt upoa fuch, 


This cannot be denied. — . 
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‘Cédand man? and thatit isthe way to put men upon the profaning 


| one Ve 
for him to call upon the name of the Lord., isto profane the name of the 
Lordg for their prayers are abomination to him, Gew.4. 26. Prov. 


is Counted by hima blafpheming hisname. See Kev. 2.9. 13.1.5,6. 
and unto the wicked faith God, Pfil, 50. 16. What haft thou to ds 


to declare tiey Statutesy orto take my Covenant in thy moth, Seeix 


A fixt argument againft the forcing of men again{t cheir underftandings 
and con{ciences,is taken from the prohibition of Chrift, and ftandsthus. . 

6.e4rg. If ChriftTefus the Lord hath expretly forbidden his fervants ‘ 
by fich a force to feek to conftrain or reftrain another mans con{cienceor. 
his outward man againit his underftanding and coniciencey, in things 
Spores to God, although his underflanding and contcience be 
cleerly difcerned to be erronious and evil, then can no fervant of Chrift 
Jefus have any libe:ty, much lefs authority, from him to to practile; 


_ Bur Chrift JefustheLord hath exprefly forbidden his fervants fc 
practife, and for the proof hereof, take two or three infts ces, AL, 
15. 14, where Chrift {peaking to his difciples, touching t 
who were blind guides, feducers, hypocrices, {trong oppolcrs 
yet feemingly full ofzeal and devotion, and fucha 
upon the worfhip of God, and made his commaac 
fegt by their traditions, asappeats, v. 394, 
chap-er, yet v 14, faith Chrift to his. « 


which is, their falling into the ditch, or: : 
AZ. 
himfel§ 0, 37,38. Ard he that fometh be 


of the. Kingdome (which being fow 


meant faithfu'l and finccre-hearted profeffor 


‘ofthe truth of 
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But thetares Caith he) are the children of chew. Re 
enemy tha fometh them. is the devill , which being the chil 
wicked.one,and fown by the devill.a ster the children of the 
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mutt needs be meant fuch as crept in unawars,and were fent in as Paul 
{peaketh, See Ga/.2.4. to fpie out the Saints liberties , that they might 
bring them into bondage , ard fo were formal! Profeflors of Chrift ac: 
the fistt, but afterwards ditcovered to be Hereticks, Sclfifmaticks Apo- 
| (tats, Blafphemers, {uch as Was Hyminous s Pb yleus , Alexanders 
’  Dewsas, and fiich falfe teachers as Perer {peaks of: 2 Pet. 2.12, : 
| Lhat foould bring in damnable herefies , even denying the Lord that 
bought thems and bring upon themfelves {woft defiruction, whofe per- 
nicious wayes many fhould follow ; by reafon of whom the way of 
truth fhould be evill fpoken of: but to goon, the harve/f, faith Cheift, 
es the exd of the world, and the reapers aveno other thanthe angels; 
Now the queftion (for our inftruction in righteoutnels) being made by 
the fervants unto their Lord, when the tares were difcovered > whether 
it was his will that they fhould go and. gather themup, and take them 
out of the field, his firttantwer, v,29.is nay, andthe reafon he renders, . 
is this, dest while ye gather upthetares, ye root up alfa the wheat with 
them ; And tbe next anfwer, v, 30. is an exprels word of command,. 
that they fhoudd let both grow together inthe field, whichis the world, 
and untill the time of the harvelt,. which is the end therof, and then his. 
purpote is to {peak to the'reapers , which: are not men but Angels, to. 
gather them up, and bind them in bundles to bura them, I fhall proe _ 
duce but one inftanee more to fhew that out Lord Jefus forbids fuch a° 
- practiee as this among his Difciples o¢ fervants, 2, Tin 2, 24525526. 
| Lhe fervant of the Lord, faith Paul, in the word of the Lord , wu/t 
not Strive, but be gentle unto. all 2s Apt to teach, notto ftrike,. 
- patient in mecknefs 4 inStrutting thofe that oppofe themfelvess which 
word fignifieth a fetting a mans felf in an oppofition to the truth in amore’ 
than.an ordinary manner , even by way of covenant or refolution of {pi- 
tit, yet are they {till to be waiting with meeknefs uponthem , if God 
at any timewill give them repentance tothe acknowledgement of the 
truth, that they may recover themfelves out of the (nares of the devil, 
who are taken captive by him at his will, | eos gin 
_ Another arg ument that there can-be no warrant from Chri for fuch 
@ practice as this, is taken from fuch expreffions of his, wherein he fhews 
his diflike thereof, and it Aandeth thus. arith, ee 
Te. erg. IF Chritt Jefus the Lord haye fharply reproved and check- 
-ed his fervants when he hath efpied fuch a {pirit as this but breaking 
forth in them , then can no fervant of his have any countenance, much _ 
lef{s authority from him fo to practife,* ) ma 
- But the firftis true ,.he hath fharply reproved th:m when_ he efpied 
Ae | fuch- 
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{uch a. fpixit as this but breaking forth , witnefs his words Luke 22. et 
25. oc. Joh.18.10,11. Ada. 26. 51,5 255 3-54. & Luke 9. 46> 47. 
A9sS0-F § 25 3554.55 56. whereit 1s faid, when the Samarace# 
_ perceived chat Chnitts tace was towards / eral eies they did fo envy ba 
for ferufalems fake, which was-the place of Gods woifhip, that they 
would not receive him nor 2fford unto him fuch common crstefieas be- 
lonecd unto (rangers ; ; for which difctrteous repulfe of the’ x Lord and 
matter, famerand Fobn' in a prepolteraus zeal judged , that they de- 
feryed to dy , and thereuipon moved the quettios to Chrilt In hel words, 
verle 55. Wile thouthat we command fire to come down from heaven 
and con{ume them? but what is the anfwer of Chritt? tt is faid, he rur- : 
fitds and rv buked them y {aying, ye know not what mazner of Spirit @ 
ye are of, They were tree awar that they were hereunto moved by no 
other {pirit than the fpirit of Antichrift, for faithhe, The Son of man 
ws mt come to defiroymens lives, but Spy: them, and ifhe came in- 
to this world to fave menslives , and not to deftroy them, and will 
have his Servants to learn of him mecknels, » andmeicy , and to. be as 
he was in this prefent evil world, Ifay, ifhe cameto faye mens lives, 
even therebellious, then no fervant of his can have any aenene trom 
him for fuch cafes as thefe to deftroy them, — | 
. . The laft Aroumentftandeth thus. ee ae 
8. Arg. That which of it felfis inconfi flent ae the civil tee. 
ane “ profperity, and f: afety of a Place, Commonwealth, ornationyno 
fervant of Chnitt Jefus can have pes much lefs Pete from his 9 
Lord: todo. “% 
But this outward’ forcing of men in matters af confcience towa rds. 
God to believe as others believe 5 andto practite and worfhip as others - 
do, cannot ftand with the Peace, , Liberty, > Profperity, and fafety oe 
re Pisce Commonwealth, cr nation. Therefore no fervant of C brit Can 8 
have any liberty, _ much lef authority foto do. , * 
~The firtt propofition can {earce be denyed if thefe things be eoniideted: 
fei. Thar Chfitt Jefus the Lord is the Prince of Peate,.//2.9 6 Feb.7.2. 
arid the morea man is made partaker of , and led by the Spirit of the. 
Lod, whichis the Spirit of Peace , the more peaceable and quiet is. 
he He to be towards all men with whom he hath to do, for this Prince 
of Peace hath even: exprefs command unto all his Setants » whoare 
the Children cf Peace (in whofe hearts his werd (tards, with. power, 3s : 
* the word ofa King) tc be at peace among themfelves ,. 177 bef. 5. 93E* 
To live in peace, 2 Cor. 13.11. To fi llow peace with all wen, Heb. 
af 1214, 7, 0 eek peace eg ds ae 1 Pet. 3.11. To esate after thofe q 
nase’ . things sa 
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in then lyeth to. have peace with all men, Rom,.12.16. Yea not to feek 
their own, but every man anothers wealthy 1 (or.10, 24. To feek. 


the peace of the place. where Ged hath bounded his habitation, yet, , 


anato pray unto God far ityind for the rulers thereof, Fer. 29. 7. I 
[19.2.2 ‘By ali which it doth evidently appear, that that which of it 
_felf cannot ftand with the peace and profpetity of a place, and nation, 
that can no fervant ofChrift have by theauthority of this Lord,unlefs by a 
jutt judgement trom him upon the rulers of this world for giving their. 
powers and {word, to the beaft, thus to be abufed and made drunk 
with the blood of the Saints, which his tender heart cannot but*avenge 
upon themiclyes, and upon the Nations for their loving to have itfo. 
Andas for the fecond Propofition, whichis this, that this outward 


forcing of men in matters of confcierce towards God to believe.as others 


believe, and to practile and worfhip, notasthemfelves (but as others) 


ace perfwaded,cannot ftand with the peace,liberty,profperity, and fafety — 


- of a Place,Nation,andCommonwealth;this will as plainly appear in the 
examination of each particular thereof. 
And firft, it cannot ftand with the peace of a Commonwealth ;_ for 
as there could be no peace expected in the /fracl of old, fo long as that 
harlot Fexzabel (who thirlted after innocent blood)could at her pleafure 
obtain the feal and power of the King, to effect her bloody defion upon 
the fervants of the Lord,who with{tood her Idolatrous Priefts, and that 
Idolatrous way and worfhip which they had fet up, fo likewife as long 
as that fpirituall Jezzbell among thole that account themfelyes the J/- 
-yael of God,(who is feen in Rev.17.3. to tide upon that {carlet-colour- 
ed beaft, and to own hér felf as the City and fpoufe of that great King, 
the King of Saints, folorg I fay asfhe) can by her glorious deckings 
and {plendours, fo deceive and allure che Kings and Rulers of che earthy, 
to commit fornication with-her and to give their fword and power to 
the beaft that bears her-up, there can be no expectation of peace 
inthe earth, but (ti) of wars, and.rumours of wars, untill mens hearts 
fail them: forfo long as there is an outward force or power to be had 


to. maintain and uphold the carnall interefts and advantages of fome . 
upon religious accounts, and to perfecute others, who for confcience 


fake towards God, dare not, yea ‘cannot conform to their way, What 
hopes are hereby begotten. and ‘nourifhed in fome >’ what jéaloufies , 
-fufpicionsand fears in otheys:?, what revengfull defires in tnoft? yea’ 
what plottings and contrivings in all? and asa fruit.a nd effet hereof , 
what riding? ruaning? troublefome , and tumultuous affemblings to- 
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things hat make for peace, Rom.14.19. If it be poffible as much us 


gether 


ho SF eho G7 ho SF Bh Sr YO We fe 
: oa ede er a 


ist 
(25 
Ue 


CLORIS We . 
9 oho d-eho 


~2 


— 


we 
C9) 
QO @# 


che Oe 


as 5 
ES ee a Ne 7% 
° et, oiee SE a sl £ eet u 


‘this point as Gz/#o was, fo that men of all feGts and religions ,which 


for my part I cannot expect that the {words fhould be beaten into 
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gether 5 and fidings? yea , and outragious murderings and blood- 
{hedings are hereby produced in-a Nation , to gain that power and {word 

to their partys either to cruth te fupprefs, Or Ca ufe the other to conform, : 
or acthe lealtand belt to fave rhemfelves from being crufhed, lupprefled 

or forced to conformity? But were this f{nare of the deftcoyer and mute 
deret once difcovered and broken, whichis under a {pecious and reli- 
gious pretence of doing God good fervice, to opprefs and flay his in- 
nocent fervants and children, and to force men to that which their. 
minds and confciences are not perfwaded unto, which is worfe than Tdo- 
latry; ot atleaft would it pleafe che’ moft high to help the Kings and 
Rulers of the earth, to take King Davids counfell, P/+/, 2. whichis,to. 
kifs tie fonleft be ang y , andin his anger fratte that glorious Image, 7 
(which Nabschadvexxer {aw in his dream) Daz. 23 315 32533, 34. | 
upon his feet,that were part of ircn and part of clay,and fo break them to 
peeces, that theiron, the clay, the brafs, the filver and the gold be 
broken to peecestogether, becomeas chaff , and fo vanith away ;that ) 
there fhould no place be found forthem ; And would it pleafe the mof. 
jigh to put itinto their hearts, to manage that power and fword of 7 
{teel which he hath putinto their hands (and takes out again at his 
good pleafine) fo chat it might onely attend the very thing for whichic 
is beftowed upon them, which isto do juftly, and to fhew mercy, as 
thofe that walk (in fuch eminent places) humbly before the Lord 
which are things more pleaficg to him, than fuch burnt offerines and 
factifices, although they amounted to thoufands of rams, or ten thou- 
fands of tivers of oyl , eipecially being fuch as he hath not required at 
their/hands; how foon would the earth which now is moved exceed- 
ingly 5 teclstoand fro like a drunkard, and is removed like a cot- 
tage, become a quiet and peaceable habitation? for if there were nei- 
ther fearon onehand, nor hope on the other, that this {word fhould - 
be drawn forth to maintain the carnall intere(ts of fome, which they en- | 
joy upon religious pretences, and to fupprefs the underftandings and con- 
{ciences of others, tothe hazard of their proper and lawfull interefls and 
‘dikiend & njoyments , and all men fhould fee the Rulers as refolute in 
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now are various , were become hopelets of any other help to fupport 
cheinfelies and their way, or to draw others thereto, than what by the 
word of God they can attain unto’s how foon would thefe tumults ceafe, 
tFe eamity in potnt of Religion be flain , and all things in peace ? and’ 
plowfhares, and the pears into pruning-hooks, that nation hall pot 
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rife again’! nation, neither (hall they learn war any moré, which isa 
thing which the mouch of the Lord hach {poken of, untill that be accom-: 
plifhed which fhould occafionit , whichis exp:eit bythe Prophet in 
thele words, For all people will walk every one in the name of bis Gods 
andwe willwalk mibe name of the Lord our God for ever and evers l 
Micha. 4. 35 4. §- . : t ij 
And as ‘his forcing of men for their confcience fake, cannot fand : SS 
| 
| 
| 


@ 


with the peace of a Nacion or Commonwealth, fo neither can it ftand 
| with the liberty thereof, as thofe two inflances Rev. 133 10. and 15, 
16 ¥75 together with daily’ experience, doe lively demonftrate, in 
which Scriptures itis plain to be feen,-that whilft the Beaft reighe:h, 
through the power of the Kings of the Eath, ali are reftrained of 
their liberty, and brought tosconformicy , they cannot buy Inor fel, | 
unlefs they conform to the Beaft, no northe great ones, Kingsand Rus q 
lers themfelves, they {hall rather ceafe to be Kines than ceafe to conforms | 
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wheh once they have given their power to him, for then they have not | 2 f 
been able toftand before him, as Hmmperors,Kings,Princes and Govern= ] eS . 
ors have by wofull experience ( througna fad hand of God) found to. | ie 


be true, Andas bythe righteous judgement of God, they. that have 3 
upon this accompt killed with the'fivord, mult have a time alfo to be . 


& 
ee 


killed with the fword; fothey that have led into captivity, mutt alfo a G.. 
be led into captivity: fo thar by this it appears, it cannot and with the po 
liberty ofa placeand Nation. Dnasiiniesk. ee 
And thari¢ cannot ftand with the profperity and fafety therof will ye 
appear froma twofold confideration, the firlt whereof is with refpect | Dc 
to piety, the ‘fecond to policy. ) | , EY 


That which is taken from piety is this, If the matter be duly confidered 

_and weighd,it. cannot beexpected but that thisoutward conftraintorres | 

‘ftraint of men in matters of confcience,8 for the worfhip of God(in this : 
prefent evill world, and by the powers therin) ‘much chiefly reflect, and 
light upon fuch as being called out of the world, can neither conform to 
worldly vanities, nor worldly worfhips, butto the pure voice and word 
of God, and to the teftimony of Chrift Jelus the Lord which if true, 
as indeed it. cannot be denied, then it will eafily appear to be both unfafe | 
and unptofperous for a (tate or nation to befound medling sherein, for as 
much as the Lord of hofts hath faid; he that roucheth you ytontherh the 
aple of mine eye , Zachir8. and again > Zouch. not mine anointed , 
and da my Prophets 90 harm Aa (bro. 16. 22. and King Davie’ 

~ fliadwell obferved concerning the //r2e/ of old, that the Lord fuffered no 

man todo them wrong, but ever reproved Kings for their fakes, P/a! 
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atid unprofperous it is fora Kingdome , or State; toly thus open to the. | 


‘hard thing to difcern. 
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More. yacancy.to confider what it.is that the Lo:d.of brfts doth reqaive at their 
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